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CHAPTER t 

TPHEODORE now felt the JFulI ac 
tage of former appIicatioQ. Ha 
studied every language he had learned 
critical accuracy, and perpetually exer* 
himself in writing as well as reading ti 
he was enabled to answer the lettei 
Englishmen, Germans, and Italians 
the elegance of a native. 

Where the subjects were purely intc 
tual, hisi pen flowed with the clearness 
origmality of his own ideas ; . and where 
were mixed with other topics, the ins 
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vions of Count Lauvenheilm guided him ob 
<he novel tract. 

He foresaw that, iiv the exercise of this 
-duty, and the privilege of sharing in the 
communications of such varied and distin- 
guished con-e^ondents, he should rapidly 
acquire that knowledge of other countries 
and characters which he knew to be so ne- 
cessary for the accomplishment of his mind. 

Having finished his gentle task, and left 
the packet of snswers for the approbation 
or disapproval of the Count, he went to 
breathe the ~ refreshing sea breeze in the 
open Ear, -and afterwards returned (o.lose 
himself in the eloquence of Cicero. 

He was sitting in the library absorbed by 
his book, when Countess Anasmsia entered. 
She retreated "a few steps at sight of a 
stranger^ then gracefully recovering her- 
self, bowed courteously, and proceeded to 
take thd book she sought. Without speak- 
ing, and again bending her fair head, she 
iefc the ^^rtment. 

Xbeodose reonined standing by the seat 
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he had risen from on her entrance t 
trance of admiration : he had thought 
beautiful the night before ; to-day' she 
something beyond what ths^t term can 
press* Whether it were the cledrer ligfc 
day making her charms more visible, or 
simpler taste of her dre^s, or the benigi 
expression of her counten^mce, he k 
not, but certainly she appeared more chi 
ing in his eyes than when he first saw h 
. So bright a vision put sober stud; 
flight ; he closed his book, and ag^in ; 
gination roved over the scenes of the 
ceding evenii^. ^ 

The dinner hdur arrived, and O 
Lauvraheilm did not return. A ter 
came to inform Theodore that Mad 
Sauveur expected him in the drawing-rc 

Polished female society was soiaet 
qdte new to him; he had lived cl: 
amongst literary mfen during hi^ first 
to Co|>efi[faagen, and from their parties 
meii were generally excluded. At A 
he saw only the daughters of herdsjner 
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fishers, and he was now going into the pre. 
Bence of the most accomplished wooien in 
Denmark. 

A slight agitation, a sort of fear lest he 
, ^ould display any gross ignorance of the 
forms of elegant Hfe, for the first time quick- 
ened the motion of his blood. He was re- 
lieved by finding Madame Sauveur alone ; 
her voluble good spirits set him directly at 
ease ; and by the time his disturbed coifn> 
tenance had resumed its usual gentle sen- ' 
ousness, the sisteFs alternately entered. ' 
- Without considering the absurdity of the 
expectation, he expected to see EUesif ap- 
pear such as. he had last beheld her, in the 
midst of agitation and tears : what was his 
surprize to behold her advance with the 
gaiety and the step of a nymph, her face all 
Smiles, and her eyes all sunshine ! 

For the first few minutes be was disap- 
fiointed, and thought she pleased him less 
ifaan the night b^ore j but the playful ex- 
pressioiw of her face bad so imich variety 
and beauty, and so poetical an imftginuiHi 
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was shewn in the sportiyenesg of here 
Tersadon, that he was insensibly won 
think her liveliness as delightful as 
timidity had bew toiscbtng. 

The fair Anasta^ia preserved the 
racter he had mentally assigned to.hei 
calm, imvaried union of digmty and sua 
She spoke well, but her discourse 
neither embellished by wit nor imaginat 
there was nothing in it to find fault v 
nothing to admire. £re the evening cl< 
Theodore began to wonder hew the y 
bad been so mistaken a$ to imagine . 
stasia more charming than her sister. I 
beautiful she certainly was^ bnt nc 
lovely. 

In one feature he thought the pre 
nence of Ellesif indisputable -^ the 
In. this, however, he was mistaken : in i 
and brightness each were equally admu 
but sensibility added intellectual chari 
those of EUesif. Though her haii 
black, her eyes .were blue (not the 
aanire of suxmy day, but the deq> bi 
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Starry night) ; and the shade of their long' 
hsbes, without dttnmishiog that expression' 
of sweettiess and candour peculiar to the 
light eye, frequently gave to ihem the force 
and splen^ur of black. 
' Her complexion had the transparency o£ 
-water lilies; and if ihecoburoa her dieelc 
were rather delicate than brilliant, when- 
ever she moved) spoke, or even thought 
ivith strong gnjotion, ie heightened to -the 
liveliest cajrnation. 

The rest of her features were not so cri- 
tically beautiful as her uster's, but they wicre 
In harmony with the yjoutbful character of 
ht^r count^antf'e ; and it waa impossible to 
see her figure without being immediately 
interested by its singular air of timidity and 
animatton. - . 

To her Other's grace and softness, EU 
le&if added a glow of character and a sin* 
Ceritythat jast touched the verge of itnpru* 
dencti ; yet both these qualities were less visi- 
Me in her appearance than in her conduct. 
-Her manner wm timid when her counts* 
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i^mce .\va8 most animstt^ : that enthu^iasrqi 
of feelbg, which usually rendera other* 
borlder, made her more appreh^nsiv:e» When 
she spoke of what dieeply interested or 
strongly moved her, though her obeeksand 
eyes, kindled as she spoke, her breatht 
diortened, and her voice fluttered.. 

This xrontradiction of manner and loofc 
was the consequence of being early Uiitiated 
in the world of fashion. She. quickly saw 
the ridicule which ^hat world attaches to* 
every thing that passes its appointed bcNtm*;* 
daries ; and she was conscious of such ex^ 
eessiviB sensibility aad openness in ;, her ovn 
character, that she Hved in the const^jo* 
fear of exposing herself to the ridtcvile shft 
dreaded. Often conscioua that her feeliAgS^ 
were visible to every surrounding obsejrir^iv 
when prudence or delicacy . would havft 
wished them concealed,, she jendeavouredj 
with bitter mortification, to repress tbtireast 
pression entirely. Oftea would she resoh^, 
never again to betray them; but at the n»t: 
^pong throb of admiradon, cooteoipt^: gnK 
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thude, or rcseotment, ere she recollected 
her resolution, she perceived that it could 
DO longer be useful, her heart* having aU 
ready spoken through her eyes or hec 
cheek. 

It was this mixture of timidity and ardour 
that first excited the attention, and finally 
fixed the thou'ghts, of Theodore. 

After dinner; when the party returned to 
the drawing-room, each person established - 
herself at different eiDployments, with an 
ease evidently the growth of France, and 
at thdt time unknown to the slower inhabi-- 
tants of the North. Anastasia saymg she 
took it for granted Senor Guevara liked 
inuEic, seated herself at her harpsichord} 
Eltesif began a drawing, and Madame Sau- 
Teur, after unsuccessfully asking Theodore 
to play with her at a variety of games, or 
to tell her fortune, took up the cards, and, 
talking all the time without receiving or 
caring for reply, amused herself with the 
solitary game of Patience. 

At first Theodore felt -a degree of re. 
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straint and embarrassment : he was the only 
unemployed person, and, from the no> 
-velty of hie situation, was perhaps the very 
one tQ whom some occupation was neces- 
Bary. Anastatia's brilliant performance, he 
concluded, imposed silence: the sounds 
were discordant to his ear, as they recalled 
Heinreich j and he sought, therefore, to fly 
irom the pain they caused, by zealously at- 
tending to the mystery of Madame Sauveur's 
game. 

After looking over her attentively for 
some time, it remained as much a iity^tery 
as ever ; and resigning himself to the me- 
lancholy reflections caused by the c<>ntinu- 
ance of Anasta^a's concerto, he stood lean- 
ing against a pillar, with his eyes fixed on 
her figure, though unconscious thatjt was 
before him. ' 

Ellesif, who till now had believed hioj 
amused with Madame Sauveur's amuse- 
ment, looked once or twice at him, with z 
newly-awakened feeling of interest. His ' 
lai^e dark eyes, till' then as full pf sweet? 
a 5 
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nesa as of- thought^ were directed with so 
sad an espressioa towards Anastasia, that 
she distinctly perceived jhat expression pro- 
ceeded from some source unconnected with 
her. The nobleness of his figure had 
pleased her on thar first introduction, biK 
he had spoken so little during dinner, that 
^he could only guess at his mind. His 
present air of deep dejection awakened pity, 
and with pity, kindness. , 

*' Are you fond of music, Senor Gue- 
vara?*' she said. At the delightful sound 
of her voice, -Theodore started round with 
a graceful glow of surprize. ** No," he 
said hastily; then recollecting himself, 
added, " I mean I am neither a performer 
nor a judge of it." 

'* You draw then ?" was the second re- 
mark. For the first tittie in his life he felt 
reluctant to own that he knew nothing of 
drawing either : *' but I am a ancere ad- 
mirer of that charming art," he added. 
" Come then,'* said Eilesif, *' and have 
the goodness to prove you are indulgent to 
6 
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those who attempt it, by asnsting me. JBa 
you think jou can cut these crayons foif 
me ?"' Theodore gUdiy accepted the office^ 
Ellesif weftt on with her drawing after a fevr 
criticisms^ wlii^e he pursued the tiisk she 
had grvdn him* Another silence ensued. 
^' Here then/* thought Theodore, "ami 
phced in a situation where, for one half of 
each day, I shall be nothing ! My only link 
of union with society is conversation, and 
how smalt si part can that occupy; I have 
none of these lighter and more portable ac« 
compUshments that form so agreeabte a^ 
variety in domestic eirclesi Yet, as it is not 
my fj^uk that T have th^m not, I am at least 
^ared the pain of self-reproof.? 

" Our occupations must appear very: 
frivptousto you,** said £)lesif, in a low tone : 
" my father has told me haw much better' 
you employ your time.;, so pray doaot tfaihki 
that we never occupy ourselves with nobler 
things*.** 

*'• You are very good,** answered Theo^ 
' dore^: ^ thus, to depreciate what is charms 
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ing, for the sake of rcconcUtiig me to my 
own deficiencies/' 

Ellesif blushed and bowed. She rose 
from her seat, and taking a long morocco* 
ease from another table, opened it upon that 
where she had been drawing. '^ As jo\i 
fike pittures, probably you will be interested 
by this collection of very scarce medals :- 
they are heads of emin^it persons. *' "" 

Theodore was struck by the delicate ob'- 
serration of tiis irksome feelings which this 
act indicated. EUesif thus glided from her 
solitary employment into one that woujd 
associate him with her ; he no. longer felt 
an isolated, useless being ; and by degrees 
his countenance and his conversation became 
as animated, though not as sportive, as hers. 

^^ I hope you h^ve found something to 
amuse Senor Guevara with, besides my 
noisy lesson," asked Aiuistasia, turning her 
radiant face towards them. ^* 1 see Madame 
la Marquise has comfortably tucked herself, 
up'for the evening ;" and in truth the weary 
Sxenchviroman had laid aside her cards, and 
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rolled herself in her shawl at (\i 
upon one of th^ sophas. 

" Indeed Madama la Marquis 
asleep,** said she, looking up; ♦' 
resting myself : I saw nobody wa 
to talk, i walked twice round t 
this momir^g while you ladies wer 
«o I may be tired." 
^ *.' Is not this something hke th 
of that pretty symphony they p 
night before your scene ?'* asked , 
striking a few beautiful chords. 

^' Ol for heaven's sake," fa 
Ellesif, *^ dearest Anastasia, do 
that hateful: business. I shall ne 
of it without diiame, mortification 

Theodore's speaking ey^just t 
toher's, redoubled her confusion. 
Seiior Guevara — " she hesitated, 
fear, by your locJcs, that you kr 
mean. Ah ! I see you werb pre$ 

Theodore could not deny tl 
been there. Ellesif closed the < 
dais, and, completely subdued b;; 
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humoured expression of- " Be still, 
heart !" Theodore thought the kind i 
which accompanied the action was wor 
her beauty. ' 

*^ Well ! I believe I shouM not have 
so distressed had it happened any } 
else," said - Eilesif, " but before a 
court ; before Baron Vesteros too I 
know he was thfere : but pray let us i 
more about it. Serbr Guevara, ca 
play chess ?'* . 

How rejoiced was Theodore that he 
answer that Emphatic can in the af&rn 
The chess-board was displayed, an 
sat down to it. Aiiasta&ia proceeded 
embroidery of a scarf, and Madam 
veur, finding her second resurreci 
fruitless as her first, again rolled he 
her shawl, and tried to sleep. ^ 
J During the course of their game, 
recovered some vivacity ; i^t Tt 
became more thoughtful. Wh 
thought he was deeply considering ; 
he was in truth pondering upon the 
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dressed to his, daughters waS to tell th 
that he would not be at tjiie villa till the n 
day ; and that to Theodore was to reqi 
he would send the packet of letters he 1 
left him in charge to write. Some par 
ihe note required an answer j and glad tc 
relieved from his, present situiation, Tl 
dore sdzed the opportunity, and took It 
of the ladies for the night. 

As he left . the room, Madame Sau\ 
started half up, and remained leaning on 
elbow in a listening attjtude, till the so' 
of his steps was no longer audible. *' 'W 
now he is fairly gone," she said, *' tell 
wiiai you think'of the Count's protege 
prodigy ? O ! mon Dieu, what a gfint 
has been all this evening ! I men'tioned e 
game on the cards, and not one die 
know : then I tried him at a rebus ; for 
must do something to amuse folks that y. 
amuse themselves; and he literally did 
comprehend me — he had never heard 
in his life. The pauvre Bete! Ah 
Dieul yho Qould have imagined such 
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barism t and rhi's is the cterer person yonr 
father sounded such a trumpet before I this 
ifrthe cub we are to licit im^'abearL — a 
bear indeed! Ah, moft Dieu !" 

Here fhe lively Frent^woman threw her- 
self back on the couch, and laughed immo- 
derately ; retiiming again ^o her unanswered 
question of " What do yo^u think of him ?" 

" I don't think much of him," replied 
Anastasia } ** he seems civil and stupid 
enough, and very inoffensive.'* 

At this phrase the Marquise laughed 
again, exclaiming, " Yes, quite-harmless: 
the Count has taken good care of our 
hearts." It must be remembered, that 
Madame Sauveur was- a widow, of nine-and- 
thirty. , .  

" Don't be too sure of that, Madame 
Sauveur," said Ellesif, archly, " be has 
your favourite charms, grand yeux,mir, and 
uH long regard." 

" Yes, indeed, that is very provoking," 
quickly interrupted the Marquise, " tosse 
such a pair of fine eyes thrown away I-^ha 
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young man is handsome^ positiyely ; — b 
so unlike a Freocbman !^' 

** So unlike, indeed j'* repeated Elles 
answering Madame Sauveur's shrug of t 
shoulders with a sniile. 

^* I am sure you must have suffered m 
^rdom in trying, to entertain him/'.< 
served Madame, '* I saw it was ail up*l 
work, so I withdrew my forces, and 
vouacked on the sopha/' 

*' Indeed I found him very agreeabi 
replied ElleSf : " certainly oot nmch 1 
every-day-men. I guessed he could 
talk about the on dit oi the day, for co 
you or I'do so at Pekin ? But he canv^i 
very intelligently; sometimes profbuni 
and sometimes with a playful grace 
' reminded me of my father.*' 

At this rem'ark, not only Madam< 
Marquise but Countess Anastasia t 
into repeated peals of laughter. To ( 
pare this Norwegian savage, this wal 
book-case, this . curiosity, this handi 
automaton, with such a p^son as C 
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Lauvenheilm ! Ellesif required Sonje cou- 
rage, and as much indifierence about Theo- 
dore, tq stand their joint attack; she was* 
bowever, cheerfully resolute, and defended 
her opinion by citing two or three elegant 
observations of Th^dore's, which obliged 
her opponents to. allow that he was not so 
leaden as he looked. 

" And what your quarrel is with hi* 
looks," she added, ** I cannot imagine. 
It seems to me that no one can deny his 
being extremely handsome. He is evi- 
dently unused to female society, therefore 
embarrassed by it, and that takes some^ 
thing frpm the gracefulness of his air." 

*< O ! I confess his d'abord is quite what 
it ought to be," said Madame : " perhaps 
he may improve : at any rate he won't run 
us .down with small-talk. I have such an 
aversion to great talkers \ — but then there's 
a medium yo.u know,-rone may be very 
agreeable without being as stupid as aa 
. owl.** f 

" I should think so," observed Ellesif. 
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**To say the truth,*' said' Anasta 
carelessly, " I think the young man va 
ivell suited for our house. My father s 
he is every thing he wants ; and for 
circle, it is better such a person should 
come too forward. He seems respec 
and modest, and that is all we care at 
in my father's secretary.** 

" Not exactly so, Anastasia,** rep 
EUesif : ** you must remember that my 
ther thinks his great acquirements give 
a right to high consideration : — ^he does 
treat him, or consider him, «as secrets 
usually are treated and considered^ 
wishes him to be actually like one of 
family : if the poor fellow is not to si 
the mortification of frequent slights f 
our acquaintance, we must give him 
consequence he deserves,' by shewing 
proper attention before them.** 

Anastasia agreed with her; while 
dame Sauveur observed, that Com 
•EUesif v?as the universal champion oi 
the old, ugly, awkward, and unfdrtui 



SS THE BECLDSE OF KOHWAlT. 

Tbe Uvely FreOchwopian then flew off to 
another sirfiject; and Theodore's grand 
yeux' noir, and complete barbarism, were 
soon forgotten in a dispate with Anastaeia 
-about the hypocrisy or sincerity of Madame 
de Maintenon's extreme devotion. 

Attracted - as Theodore was, by tbe 
charming manners and liberal sentiments of 
'Ellesif, and powerful as was his desire for 
' the society of that sex who are said (o 
potish man, it was yet so strange and em- 
barrassing to- him, that he gladly relin- 
quished it th« next mommg for the Couat 
and Copef^agen. 

'He left the villa very early, after a soli- 
tary breakfast, and proceeded to the town- 
house of his patron. Full of the preceding 
evemag*s restraint, Theodore felt restored 
.to Mmself at sight of the Count : that 
gracious countenance was like the sight of. 
^ome. *' I have so much for you to do, 
-6«ev3ra," s^d he ; " so much to do my- 
self, th»t i have only timeto ask if Madame 
Swiveur »td my'daughters took care of yon - 
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ye&terday. I have all these papers for 
to copy, and some more letters for yoj 
write from these raemoramiums. Vk 
you ^id yesterday are just what I wish 
— ^this only excepted ; you mistook my s< 
a little, but I had not explained myself 
-ficiently. You will have the goodness 
re- write it, according to the alteratio 
have pencilled on the margin. In co 
quence of dispatches from our ministt 
London, some important business will 
cupy us.to a late hour to^-day. I fear 
faurry is not what you ave used toi" 

** Certainly not, my lord,*' refrfied T 
dore, ^^ but I have a mmd that is not e: 
tired ; and it is my greatest pleasure t 
jrith you> to be employed by yon. *^ 
- The Count's answer was an amiable sr 
He then proceeded to give Theodore inst 
tions in a more regular manner>, and, 1 
ing him empldymem for the whole 
with orders to take his meals without th 
ang of bim, departed for the counciL 

The daj^ ^though 'passed . abn^^ >had 
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the effect of solitude : so many intei 
siatC'papers were transcribed by Theodore, 
so many able remarks were written by the 
pencil of the Count as marginal notes, that 
bis mind was thronged with animating 
ideas. The welfare of a great kingdom ' 
thus placed before his eyes, he felt that less 
powerful interests could not wrest him from- 
80 noble a study. If be were ever to be anf 
thing in life, he decided that it must be ia 
this career. 

At a late hour aftef his short dinner. 
Count Lauvenheilm returned. He looked 
over Theodore's transcriptions, and again 
expressed complete satbfactipn with th^ 
correctness. *' We are now released,** he 
sud, *' and may take our holiday. Some 
friends sup with me in the country to-iught, 
and 1 think their agreeable society will re- 
compense us both for this long day c^ 
drudgery. I expect one of my' brothers- 
in-law will call for us." 
- Tho next moment a servant announced 
the carnage of the high admiral. . 
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At that name Theodore's countenan 
changed : it had put to flight every agre 
able idea excited by the unusual animati< 
of Count Lauvenheilm. Theodore had e 
pected an evening of unmixed pleasu 
under the shelter of his watchful politene 
secure of indulgence and support from hii 
he had hoped to throw off the unmai 
embarrassment that had distressed himj 
preceding night, and to meet the social j 
of others upon something like equal tern 
But this unwelcome visitor rose like t 
spectre of a crime, to wither all his enjc 
ments. 

Heinreich's profligacy, and Dofreston 
paternal disappointment, were so close 
associated with this man's name, that or 
the habit of hearing it often was likely 
weaken its effect. 

When the gentlemen got down sta 
they found the admiral in the hall, waiti 
for them. Count Lauvenheilm present 
Theodore, adding some handsome expr 
fiiion of the esteem with which he consider 
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him. The Admiral bowed coldly. He 
was a person of middle age, and had the 
air of a man a Bonnet fortunes. By the dif- 
ferent mode of his address to the Count and 
to bimeelf, Theodore at once saw that be 
was never to expect any thing but repelling 
civility from him. 

Familiarly free, even to excess, with his 
equals. Count Gulderlieu was the haughti- 
est of men to hb inferiors. He talked 
profusely during their drive, and solely to 
his brother-in-law, leaving Theodore ample 
leisure to muse over the painful events con- 
nected with bis idea. 

These thoughts, and others in their train, 
had so entirely subdued the raised spirits 
of Theodore, that when he alighted at the 
villa, and went to in*ike some alteration in 
his dress, be wished that he could have ab< 
sented himself fronj the gay party below, 

The visitors expected by the Count had 
nevly all arrived before him ; so that oa, ' 
Theodore's appearance amongst them twen- 
ty persons were assembled. In the first 
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ipartment, half the party were engaged a 
cards or in' conversation, while those in th< 
inner room were occupied with music. 

The cheerful sounds proceeding thenc' 
were peculiarly discordant to Theodore ii 
his present mood; but as Count Lauven 
heilm was not in the first chamber, he wa 
obliged to seek him in the second. 

A little groupe of ladies and gentleluen 
including the Count, were round Anastasc 
, at her harpsichorch in a full flush of beauty 
haghtening every moment by the audibh 
admiration of those around, she sat, th< 
idol of the circle. Theodore looked aboui 
for Dllesif : he saw her at a distance, 
laughing and talking with a man twice hei 
age, from whose favourable resemblance to 
the Admiral, he judged him to be the eldei 
Count Gulderlieu. The instant she saw 
Guevara hesitating between the entrance oi 
the two apartments, she came forward, and 
asked him some trivial question in a manner 
that'shewed she took an interest in his pen- 
uve looks. He answered her question by 
c a 
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somethisg more tbao a reply ; an amilsing 
remark of her's followed ; and by degrees 
she vQti him from his melancholy. 

Tlieodore was surprised to iind himself 
more as. ease in this large drcle than he 
•had been  in the narrow one of the last 
'night. EUesif proposed his introduction to 
Anastasia's' uncle ; and leading him towards 
that part of the room .where the Viceroy 
stood, ehe presaited SeKor Guevara as her 
Other's ' friend. Madame Sauveur joined 
them. While the set round the instrument 
were tossing over music-books, and settling 
the different parte they were to take in the 
" next duet or trio, they formed an agree- 
able -party jwjrr^. 

By the time the performers had made 
their selection, and, a new piece beginning, 
called for silent attention, Madame Sauveur 
was volubly telling herself, that she had * 
really been mistaken in the young secretarj', , 
for that he was not only the handsomest 
m^n in the room, -but sorpri^gly agree- 



THE R£CI>V$£ 0F lUfO^WAS. 

able ; — in short, s^^ began to think 
was not quite unlike a Freochman! > . 

In truth Theodore . felt instant exhilg 
tion, and a pleasure unknown .befoie^ at i 
sight of Ellesif ; hier cidigbtful spirits *w 
comagious : be was pleased with the co 
teous mamlers of ihe Vioeroy ; amd en) 
tained beyond me^ure vAh the novelfij 
that picquant yet id^gant raillery, t 
sportive attadk and defence which he iie 
from EUesiiF and tfae^ persons rounds : 
which 19 rarefy, ventured- in less polifi 
sodety. 

At the Qopidnsion of the seippnd pieo 
musijc, Anastaaia rose^ abd taking anpi 
lady by the arm, weqt into the card ro 
followed by her train of adoresrs. 

Count Lauve&heilni. joined hi^ ypun 
daughter. The Jast touches - of grac 
Wt were. left for him ta bestow-on the < 
yersation. . Animated by private oq 
rences, and fall of ..proud hopes, the C( 
never appeared to mo^e. advantage. < T 
dore followed the elegant play of his c 

c 3 
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«Ith an adsuratioD and delight visible to 
every one. He ceased to speak, that he 
might lisosn- to his noble friend ; but bis 
. count^siance disconrsed ao elfiqunttty, that 
so dne «0uld reih^M&er he had not spoken. 
. Ellesif saw ttus adii>ii!ation of ha &ther ; 
and many a bnghtbeam from her eye &n- 
iv&ced the sp^Stiag glapce of Theodore. 

iln the mid&t of tJMff sallieB the AdonnJ 
entered; as heAdrane^ tiH^ds tbe^ronpe, 
Theodore, receded-; Ellesif saw his cOun> 
tenance tbange ; she attributed it to Count . 
Gulderlieu's haughty character, and gra- 
dually sliding out of the circle, with a feet- 
iog purely benevolent, passed close byr Theo- 
dore. ** I am going to try a Norwegian 
ballad," she said ; ** will you listen to me, 
(though I see yon don't like mu^,) and 
tell me whether I sing it right." . 

Theodore bowed and followed. Ellesif 
sung as sweetly as she spoke, and Theodora 
excused the pleasure he found in listeno^ 
■to her, by attubuting it to the national air 
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which revived the idea of dear and roft 
tic Norway. 

When she had finished, his only eolog 
was a request that she would sing it ag 
EUesif imniediatdy Consented ; and as 
now and then looked towards hiin^ and 
his eyes, their expression deepened the 
terest his mannei'd had already cause< 
hen She could have fancied those * 
were surcharged with tears : they ^ 
indeed heavy with tender and sad rem 
brances. 

« 

^^ It is impolitic in me thus to ren 
you of Norway," she said, pausing on 
instrument, ** when we wish you so m 
to like Denmark/* 

I'heodore struggled to overcome a 
with a smile, as he replied to the ami 
compliment. ** That- air does indeed 
mind me of Norway, of my old fat 
of "— ^ — he was going to say Heinreich ; 
checking himself, he hastily added, 
used to. hear that air so often sung by 

c 4 
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.of my family, that it makes home present 
to me." 

** Then whenever you wish to be trans- 
ported there, you know where to command 
the hand that is to do so," said Ellesif, 
sportively. Theodore's eyes audibly told 
.her bow amiable she t^peared to him. 

At that rndtnent one of the gentlemen 
who had left the room with Anastasia, came 
back alone, and went up to a window with 
the disordered air of a person unmindful of 
what he does. " How 1 pity that poojr 
.man I" said Ellesif ; '• I dare say my sister 
has just raid or done some civil thing to 
somebody else, and he has taken it for a 
declaration against himsdf." ' 

*' The Rus^an embassador's son, is it 
not ?" 

" Yes ; it was he that acted with Anas- 
,t9sia. He is£o in love, iind so jealous, and 
80 to be pitied I" Ellesif's pitying eyes 
were for a moment directed towards him ; 
" yet, aft^ all, my sister is the most to be 
pitied, for causmg so much sufiering." 
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" I have been .tol4" oteerved Thepdcwre, 
smiling, *^ that ladies enjoy their power .^ 
giving pain." 

^^ Indeed my sister does not : and if she 
should ever love any one, and^ fail to. excite 
the same sentiment in return, all this useless 
pow€r will then be remembered by her fetit 
as an aggravation of disappointment :. but 
for Anastasia so tto love is impossible/' 

*' I fear not io^possihlei" replied Theo^ 
dore; ^^ L should think there ar<e hearts 
whom, nothing .conldrcharnvbut 9ymf»ithy» 
pr some peculiar feature of character ; ' and 
it is just possible that Counter Anastasia 
might not have that feature of the nund.** 

*^ Oh, do BDt thiidc it possible/' cried 
^llesif } ^^ she would have . reason to hate 
her worthless beauty/' 

'^ And do you think,'' asked Theodore^ 
f* that Ck)9ntess Ana^:asia would exchange 
her exquisite beauty for an humbler ap- 
pearance, if that, only x:ould be coupled wifili 
the quality which was to engage jobs f?* 
voured' indiiddual i" . . >■ 

c 5 
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*' Can you doubt it, SeKoc i Surely a 
woman would wish to plea$e the person 
dearest to her, «ven though she could only 
do it by growing hideous to all the world 
beade." 

Elleaf *s glowing countenance, alteniatelf 
animated and fearful, bore testimony to the. 
sen^bility that prompted this remark. 
Theodore was going to reply, when Count 
Lauvenhdlm ioined them. 

He rallied his daughter upon the neces- 
sity she had been under of asking herself 
to siqg at last, after having in the beginning 
d the evening complained of a Go}d, ajid 
alenced her friends' applications. *' I 
would not have had your arch enemy. 
Baron Vesteros, here," said he, as Indding 
them come to supper, he led the way to the 
eating-hall. 

Theodore bad. been thinking of Baroa 
Vesteros at the moment the Count joined 
theoi, and by unconsciously repeating. 
** your ^emy !" immediately obtained, 
from EUesif a full account of the wit ia 
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question. This^ account effaced the 
agreeable remembrance of what he 
imagined indelicacy in EUesE 

The supper, enlivened by elegant n 
was pleasant to every one but Theo 
He had got seated at a distance fron 
who shewed such " benevolent care c 
comfort ; and as the Count never ate su 
but stood talking with two or three pe 
at a distance, his young friend had nc 
near him with whom he ca^ed to conv< 

The boisterous merriment of the Adc 
and his gross compliments to die h 
excused Theodore to himself for a su 
depression of spirits ; and maugre th< 
peated calls upon his attention whicl 
lively Madame Sauveur made across 
tabk, he became sadly and seriously ^1 

Ellesif was so taken up with ^ndeai 
ing to enliven her sister's sullen hun 
that she had no time to address Itieod 
the first sign of animation that appeare 
Ins face was occasioned by the directio 
of her bright eye-beams towardis lii 

c 6 
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Hey were Still at (able, when a servaat 
-informed Count Lauvenheilm that a foreiga 
gentleman wished ^o see him In private. 
^The Count went out, and returaed in a few 
minutes, with a spirited-looking young maB> 
in a travelling dress. 

, " I bring you an old playfellow," he 
jsaid, addressing his daughters, *' the Che- 
sralier de Roye." 

*' Gaston 1" exclaimed Elle^f, springing 
from table, **. what, in Heaven's name, 
l)nngs you at last to Denmat^ ?" 

" J truant dhfositiant good my lady /'* 
repeated the young man. '* Ellesif, I knov 
by her voice : but how grown ! Jngelt 
und ministers of grace defend me /" be added, 
gaily, ** defend me ' from that blaze of 
beauty at the other end of the rwom. 
. Good my lord, do you keep no diields in 
your house fofr honest men's hearts? Sr,wifl 
you do me the favour of standing between 
me and that fur ]»ece of misdiief. I see 
she has uBfiheathed her eyes, aiul is making 



towards me'witb^ Ae mast deadly 

Theodore, to >vbom this was add] 
scarcely kaew whether the speaker w 
were not in his senses ; but the ready 
of Ellesif assured him the Chevali( 
one jof those happy people who are al 
eyery where, and are privileged t< 
whatever fantastic pricks they please 
smfied, therefore, as he replied ^' 
/assure you. Sir, I have not bee^ dip 
the Styx; 

The Chevalier nodded to him, wh 
^rmcing to meet Anastasia* ^^ You 
iwill be vastly good friends presently, 

*^ He takes you for as facetious a 
as himself," observed the Count. 

** The Chevalier is exactly what 
19 our play- days,*' said Ellesif ; " w 
cbildrai together in England, Senoi 
vdra, and have kept up the family in 
by constant correspondence. 

^' Ic) Englapd !'* rq^eated Theoder 
fict the Chevsdier a Fi^enchman ?'' 
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Count Lauvenheilm ez^^anied. " He 
is graudsoa of ^t Count and Countess de 
RoTe, who look shelter in this country 
from religious persecution in their own. 
They were exceedingly liked by our late 
King, and probably would have been natu* 
ralized here, but for an unlucky jest of the 
Cfountoss's ; she was imprudent enough to 
compare the person of the Queen to that 
of one Madame Pomcha, a sdrt of fool at 
the court of Paris, and that jest lost th«n 
 the protection of Their Majesties." 

*' The Chevalier appears to inherit his 
grandmother's character," observed Theo- 
dore, as he caught some of his conversation 
vkh Anastada. 

*' Indeed he does/* replied the Count j 
** but, I hope, tempered with English pru- 
dence, for he has British blood in his Tein& 
When the Count and Countess de Royfe 
left Denmark, they went with their nume- 
T08S family to England ; our Prince George 
vas thw married to Anne, the present 
Queen, and the Countess's brother} the 



Marquis de Blaaqfiefort, who had faUowed 
the fortunes of Charles 11.^ ivaa high in 
power, and already created Earl of Fever* 
sham by the immortal William IIL Some 
of their children have returned since to 
France ; others have settled in England, 
Count de Marton, the father of yon laugher, 
was once very near reaching an Irish peer* 
age: the warrant was actually made out, 
but King William died before it was signed, 
and the coronet vanished/' 

^i My dear Sir," cried Anastasia, calling 
to her father, '^ have the. goodness to take 
this unmerciful Chevalier of my hands; 
)ke is talking me to death/' , ) 

Count Lauvenheilm saw that Ips dao|^le£ 
was distressed by the half serbus, half 
bantering compliments De Roye was loudly 
addressing to her ; smd he was advancmg 
to her support, when Ellesif, g^y. beckon- 
ing, the Chevalier, told him she hoped he 
had not the effrontery to think of sitting 
down to supper amongst such weU-dressed 
people in his present travelling dress. 
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** I have supped ; so I percciVc has S^or 
Guevara } and my father never takes aoy. 
Suppose we leave the party at table to them- 
selves, and return into the salocHi, fyr & 
Bttle quiet talk zboM England V 

The Chevalier signified obedience, by 
&miliar|y drawing her arm through his, 
and proceeding to cbe sitting-rooms. 
. Theodore, so invited, followed with the 
Count. 

" Who is that behind us?" asked De 
Roye. 

. *' A young Spaniard," replied Ellesif, 
** of whom my fiither has the highest 
o|»nion ; he is literally his con&lential se^ 
cretary. Having passed his whole life in 
study, it is necessary to draw him out ; but 
I am- sure you will find his mind well worth 
fhe .trouble of dc»ng so." 

*' No, no, if that's his character," an- 
swered De Rxiye, " I would advise folks 
never to raise the curtdn. Nothing can 
be a better scheme for a stupid, good- 
looUng feUovr, than to affect the alent uid 
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reserved. Imaginatidn mlke$ what it likes 
of him, and peoples his mysterious shad^ 
with goblfns or gods at will. But I think 
he was a little smart just now j I liked that 
* ta^te of his quality* very well.'* 

" Chevalier/* said the Count, when 
they were all seated in the first saloon, 
" let me ask what you are come about? 
I hope to pay your long-promised Visit to 



us," 



<c 



" That of course," replied De Roye ; 

but my inducements were threefold: 
.first, to see perfect beauty, (the Count 
bowed for Anastasia, and Ellesif thanked 
him with a smile that made her in Thed- 
dore's eyes lovelier than die sister thus ad- 
mired ;) second, to go to thefeummefr fair$ 
third, to repay Ellesif for many a good box, 
of the ear, she used to give me some eight, 
nine, ten years ago ! I am not come in 
search of a wife. Count, I assure you*; 
so don't be alarmed for your daughters-: 
we are too brotberisb and sisterish for 
love.** 
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'( Oh, faiFbarian !" exclaimed Ellesif^ {& 
the same live^ tone, with the action of 
stabbing herself. De. Roy€ laughed. 

" Perha^ we are. to understand from 
this," rejoined theCount> " that your heart 
Is destioed for an English lady." 
 *' Ko, I fihaU never marry an English 
woman." 

*^ That never is strongly said," observed 
Theodore ; " it implies a censure upon the 
women of a nation vho I thought were 
celebrated fiw beauty and merit." 

** Why, Sir, you must know," returned 
the Chevalier, " that in England there h 
in every family a beauty and an angel ; 
the one perfection in body, the other, in 
character. 'Tis the fether's delight to puff 
off the first, and the managing mother's to 
amplify about the second. Both ladies, of 
course, set themselves down for miracles 
in their different -branches : so the careful 
man, who denies himself the beauty for fear 
of marrying a tyranf, finds his angel every 
whit as detestable." 
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** Then there never is by cfastnce si 
thing as' a third daughter, neither 
pretty, nor very good ?'* 
^ The composure with whithf The 
said this, surprized the Chevalier int< 
ling out, ^^ Faith, Elleeif, that is not six 

Tht manner of DeRoye gave this 
of question ; it implied that Ellesif hi 
stowed that epithet cm Theodore; 
feeling now more pained for her than 
tified for hhnself {deep as wds hk n 
cation), turned towards a table c< 
with ornamental china, as if he had not 
the Chevalien 

Count Lauvenheilm^ severe 
brought additional crimson to £ 
cheek ; with her usual hasty frai^n< 
exclaimed, " Indeed, my dear fa 
tiever called Senor Guevara stupid ! 
could I call him $o ! so agreeable, s 
agreeable as he was the other night. 
Guevara, indeed — ** 

Theodore turned his glowing £ 
Wards them. •* Had you said so, C 
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,£Uesif, it would have been a truth, and I-^ 
should not have taken it ill." 

** O my foolish girl," cried the Count, 
seeing her all' blushes, " how this precipi- 
tation of yours gets yOu into scrapes ! I 
wish you had not spoken." 

*' Pray let me be spoker for a moment," 
cried De Roye, elevating his voice. " I atn 
the culprit. I asked Ellesif who that'stupid 
iiian was behind us ; Ellesif said so and so, 
and I replied so and so : (here the CheVir 
lier repeated their dialogue ;) and when 
the 3enor made an apt oteeKvation, I mjuie 
that remark to her, which I should haVe 
made to myself. This is my last dying 
speech and confession, Gentlemep, so yo^ 
must acquit my supposed accomplice." 
 " It would be adding to all this," said 
Theodore, *' were I to express how ranch 
I am distressed to see so much made of a 
trifle. Yet I ought to thank you, Sir, for 
giving me an opportunity of knowing that I 
am so indolgeiltly considered by Countess 
EUeaif." 
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The ever-ready tear and blush of Eilesif 
accompanied rfie enchanting smile with 
which she bowqd to him, and extended her 
hand. Theodore scarcely ventured to touch 
that hand, but the expression of those dewy 
eyes fixed their memory in his heart for 
ever. , '' 

"I promise to make this up to you, 
.some day or other,*- said De Roye, gaily j 
^ nay, if you turn out duller than the fat 
weed on Lethe's brink, that rots itself with 
motion, I will swear you are the most 
agreeable person extant ; and I can assure 
yo\a that my suffrage is of some conse* 
ijuence.'* - 

" If modesty be the infallible sign of 
exceHence," enjoined Eilesif, ^* I fear, 
Chevalier, SeKor Guevara will not be 
greatly tempted to culrivate your acquaint- 
ance." 

.** That happy ifP^ exclaimed De Roye; 
*^ in truth, I consider iny^elf a charming 
mixture of the vain Frenchman and the 
proud English* But Ellestf, if you call me 
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Chevalier again, and not Gaston, I shall 
suspect you have destgns upon me, not in 
the least of a shterith nature, and shall pro 
vide for my safety accordingly. Here 
comes that bright apparition once more ! 
By all that is heavenly, it is worth a pil- 
grimage, barefoot, round the world, only 
to catch a glimpse of her departing steps ! * 

Anastada, as she wtered, moved towards 
one of the glass doors opening on the park, 
and, complaining of the heated room, had 
it thrown open by a crowd of contending 
hands. A robe of purple crape, bound 
with a zone of diamonds, confined her ma- 
jestic shape ; a coronet of the same glitter- 
ing gems was on her head : ^tigued with 
its weight,, she took it off, and gave it to 
one of her noble attendants. The action 
disturbed her fine Ijair, which now fell in 
soft redundance over her figure : part of 
those long tresse? she threw aside, and the 
moon then shone upon her forehead. 

Its whiteness and exquisite form, the 
heightened colour of her cheek, and the 
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momentary expression of her large anbui 
eyes now raised to the planet of night, ga' 
her a cekstbl appearance. ^' How c 
any one say that beaaty loses its effect I 
familiarity ?" whispeue^ Ellesif ; ** I ha 
passed my life with Anastasia, and eve 
time I look on her, I do it with the sai 
delight/' 

^* I am jsure you do," said Theodo 
Count Lauvenheilm had joined his eld 
daughter; De Roye was looking at 1 
with unequivocal yet calm admiration. ^ 

*V,A11 those charms were in the b' 
when she was in England, Ellesif," s 
he ; ^' «n4 you were a dea^r^ entertain 
little girl ; and one never had time to th 
whether . you were pretty pr not ; but ] 
h^ve turned out vastly well } your beauty 
teeth and claws, as well as Anastasia's, : 
I suspegt, 4^s a good ^esl of mischiel 
a sly wi^y/' 

'' I cannot admire your figures of spe< 
Qaston, (though I chaQk yo^ for y 



i! 
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compliment}; and I see Senor Guevara 
admires them as little." 

" Ah, Seiior, my good Senor !" ' ex- 
claimed the absurdly gay De Roye, " get 
your weapons in your band, and kill me 
a red-hipped humble-bee on the top of a 
thistle! Pray tell me what you think of 
Countess Anastasia ?" 

*' Am I to answer your ridiculous quota- 
tion," asked Theodore, laughing, *' or 
reply to your last question ?" " To my 
last." — " llien I was just thinking,'* re- 
sumed Theodore, " that Helen must have 
been like Gountess Anastasia." 

" Now I was thinking her like Pelop's 
ivory shoulder ; of Divine workmanship, 
but not of flesh and blood." The lively 
Chevalier then abruptly asked Ellesif if her 
uste/r were any thing else than an ivory 
shoulder ; if she had talents ? EllesiC was 
eloquent in the description of her accom- 
plishments. 

** I rejoice to hear it," exclaimed De 
Roye, " for I live on sweet sounds." 
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. ^^ Then of course^ Gaston, you play oa 
spm^ instrument ?" 

^^ I am reckoned mcompan^le at plaj- 
mg — the fool.** 

^M perceive your excellence; bat let 
me tell .you» that if played ^eeably and 
m good timsj the fool gives brilKancy to 
tbe graver harmonies of lifie* Tou oag?^* 

<f So movingly, dbat the heawns we^ : 
you know it always Tains when the ass 
Iways.*' 

*^ Pshaw ! -^ then ybu draw ?*' 

^i Yes, — i myself out of scrapes/* 

^^ Tiresome jester I Tcru nuJ^e verses 
then?" 

. ^^ Once cndy i hazarded w impron^»llD, 
and addressed it to a lady present, but At 
levelled sudi a frown^ that my muse has 
Kmped ev^r since. The verses were never* 
thdess worthy of Sappho. You d)aU 
hear:«>^ 

« If those eyes 
** Don't teU liest 
♦< Then, by Jove, 
<* 'Tis me you love P* 

VOL. II. P 
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Theodore was as mucH amused as sur- 
prized by the perfect ease with which the 
Chevalier sung this absardity ; without 
shewing any embarrassment «ther at the 
alence of the whola company when he 
began to sing} or their burst. of laughter 
when he had finished, be sprung across 
the roopi to Anasfaria, karir^ Theodore 
and Ellesif to themselves. Anxious to 
efface every trace of De Roye*fi unludcy 
exclamation, EUe^f remaine4i leaning 
against the same cabinet with Theodore, 
ctniversing less gaily, but far more mte* 
restiogly than before. 

From speaking of the customs of £sg- 
Itnif she was insoiably brought to men- 
tion their' authors ; that led to the literature 
of other countries. Theodore listened with 
pleased surprize: he saw her lovely, he 
expected to find her mind graceful, and 
her heart amiable j but he was not pre- 
pared for so much information, reflection, 
and originality of thought. 

A natural love of reading, joined to the 
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important adraatage of having lived in 
best society from hfer very infancy, 1 
given to 'Ellesif at eighteen tKe ripeness 
mind peculiar to nsiddle age : this depd 
feeling and of reflection, when graosd 
the lighter charms of youthlul gaiety as 
poetical imagination, formed a charai 
exactly calculated to attract Theodore. 

The Augustan age of England, rat 
than the gorgeous one of France, 
visibly left its print on her mind : she 
scribed with inimitable skill the grace 
Parisian society ; but on the detidls of I 
lish society, where the highest intellec 
powers were generally coupled with 
purest morals, she dwelt with peci 
satisfaction. She was a child when 
lived in England, biK a child of imc 
mon quickness of observation and of 
ing ; and the discourses she could 
join in, she had^ listened to m(h a 
attention. 

So delightful was this iite-^4ite 
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crowd} that Theodore was grieved to see 
the Viceroy approach to take leaves his 
departure broke up the party; and in a- 
iew minutes after the rooms were 'cleared, 
aD the inhabitants of the house were gone 
to thdr 9q>arate apartments. 
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CHAPTER n. 



T TPON entering his chamber, Theod 
saw a ietter directed to himself, ly 
upon his writing-table ; he opened it, 
found it to be merely an envelope, < 
taining the receipts of Heinreich's credil 
Here then, was the path of reforma 
and peace again evened to Heinreich i. I 
was a silencer for all Dofr^tom's ca 
here was a pledge of Count Lauveohd 
esteem and solid worth. Theodc 
gratitude did not stop at the delicate g 
rosity of a man it was such deligb 
venerate; he looked up to that gra< 
Providence who had willed these ev< 
and, penetrated with pious sentiments 
down to * write to Aardal, and to ] 
rdbh. 
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The remembrance of the bitter past vas 
now sweetened by hopes for the future ; 
and he retired to bed, though bis heart 
was too happily agitated for sleep. Alter- 
nately the voices of Ellesif and of her father 
vibrated on his ears ; alternately he repeat- 
ed every kind expression they had addressed 
to*, him, and condnued to think of them 
dll their images could no longer be s^- 
rated in his mind. ~ 

At bis next vt&it ta Mr. Coperstad, hit 
letter to- Heaircich was forwarded by a. 
gentleman going to Dresden} and that 
letter dispatched, Theodore's perturbed 
feelings setded into delightful serenity. 

Familiarity With the mann«? and cus- 
toms of the society in which he lived, soon ' 
gave him a fadlity in adopting such as 
reason approyed, and the courage of refus* 
ing what she condemned. That habit of 
observation which was natural to him, 
enabled him to discover the minutest of 
riiose usages that are almost mechanical in 
good company : tact and taste gave him 
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the finest polish of politeness ; of tt 
superior politeness which flows from bei 
volence^ and has for its maxini never u 
lessly to utter, a disagreeable truth, ne^ 
to exalt itself at the expence of another* 

When the embarrassment of his f 
feelings subsided, his character took t 
ascelidancy over others, which it ' 
destined to maintain: respect accompai 
the affection he excited ; and even Mad; 
Sauveur soon began to stand more 
awe of a quiet look of disapprobation fi 
Seifor iGruevara, than of Baron Vestei 
witi 

The consideration with which' Theo< 
was uniformly treated by Gqunt Lau 
heihn's family, and the notice of the f 

ditary Prince of , when chance bro 

them into the same circle, ensured hin 
countenance of persons naturally les 
fable : he therefore mixed with all «the 
ties at his patron's villa, and with ma 
other distinguished houses, without 
recalled by one mortification to a sen 
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Vfonld have been stupid and cold at tl 
own houses becsmie otherwise in hb : tl 
saw nothing but life, and ease, and lelega 
around them ; and it was impossSide to 
near such qualities without catching so 
thing of their spirit. 

To be invited to the suppers of Gc 
Lauvenlieilm was the aim of all who eii 
madly rushed upon the destruction of J 
stasia's eyes, or sought to participate in 
enjoyment of intellectual pleasures : on 
chosei) few were ever admitted} the 
took their chance in morning calls and g 
entertainments, at distant intervals. 

Unlike most beauties, Ahastasia did 
wi^ the circle of her daily worship 
widened : she neither shunned nor so' 
admiration; it was a tribute she expc 
from every one : aiid though she beli 
herself the most finished work of na 
she neither exulted in the idea, nor co\ 
opportunities of seeing it proved, 
crowd of admirers were more frequentl 
fused admittance than welcomed durini 
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iDorning avocttkos. Ttus tndiflKreftCe to 
admiration tended to animate its expnsnon f 
and wherever she appeared in the pubfiC 
walks, or at court festivals, croirds followed 
aowds, and every voice murmured trans* 
pent. Theodore was struck with such dis- 
regard of power: it. was still further de- 
veloped during their visit to the summer 
fiur that had immediately followed Gastoa 
de Roye's arrival. 

At this fair, towards thie end of July, all 
Copenhagen is transported to the beautiful 
park where it is held. tTnder the shade of 
verdant trees or of painted awnmgs, groupet 
are seen partaldng the social meal, or join- 
ing the seducing waltz. - Muuc and mirth 
echo from every grove : crowds assemble to 
drink the famed waters of St. Helen's 
spring, while here and there a ccmtempla- 
tive individual may be observed wandering 
abnc through far-off wa]ks. : 

At the name of Countess Anastasia, the 
whole mass of people precipitated them- 
selves upon her path. Admiration was em- 
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baldened by the number of its adherent 
nothing was to be heard but bursts of trai 
port, and ardent entreaties that she won 
throw bflf her. veil. •* Oblige them, All 
stasia/' said her &ther, gently pulling asi 
t|ie envious shade. 

They had ascended the mount of i: 
hermitage : Anastasia stood for a few n i 
ments to granfy the crowd below, tl 
gracefully curtseying, retired calmly i: i 
the little building. Soon afterwards : I 
obtained leave, to depart ; and she went, 
defiance of Gaston de Roye's argumei i 
who wound up many whimsical reasons i 
her stay by a favourite quotation :— - 

** Beauty is nature's brag, and should be seei 
At pomps, and feasts, and high folemnities ; 
It is for homely features to keep home ; 
They had their name thence.'' 

Theodore respected her for this disreg i 
of personal homage ; yet h^ could not 1 

ascribing it to that gieneral indifference wl : 

marked her manner. Nothing affected i 
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Strongly ; even ambition, her only pasdon, 
seemed in her heart to change its nature, 
and to become a lukewarm feeling. This 
deadness of character was so discordant with 
her glow of beauty, that, m the very centre 
of her adorers, Theodore secretly beUeved" 
it impos^ble for any one to love her' ten- 
derly and steadijy. 

How different did ElteSif appear ! In the 
careless hours of domestic, intercourse, how 
many beauties of characte'rwereunconscious- 
ly displayed by her ! The heart may seek 
to conceal itself from the outward world, 
but in the sanctuary of home it takes refuge 
from constraint, leaving iis excellence or 
its depravity, its charms or its defects, to 
the observation of others. A multitude of 
little circumstances, tliat we can neither fore- 
see nor avert, daily make discoveries of our 
principles and actions to those that surround 
us ; and happy is the individual 4rhose con- 
duct will always bear this microscope of 
home! 

Theodore became gradually acquainted 
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with the excdknce of EUesif : his jtic 
dwelt with satisfactiaii oa tha|t excel 
his taste hung delighted on her grace 
his heart breathing the same afiectio 
virtues as her's, soon lost itself in dan{ 
resistless sympathy* 

He saw that any thing she did 
warmth, an earnestness in it, whic 
an impulse to the benevolence of < 
Anastasia was ever ready with her pi 
relieve or to. oblige; but EUesif, wii 
purse, bestowed her time, her the 
her very heart, till she had served or 
Her benevolence stopped not at grea 
tions ; like Theodore's, it was ever w;; 
to ward off those unseen wounds whi 
often given to dependence, infirmi 
sorrow, by carelessness and malignity^ 
every doubtful action she had the 1| 
conjecture to offer ; for every culpabi 
some extenuation : she might have \ 
for a disciple of that ancient worth| 
said, ^^ he that habituates himself \ 
vice, will soon hate mankind*'^ i 
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Pity was the only sentiment 
feel for erring humanity. 

Havmg loved her mother tenderly, hoT; 
death had givei]| the first check to a Tivacity 
that till then was ezcessiye. Her father she 
nearly-worshipped; and her sister possessed 
as much of her heart as soch a sitter could 
win— how much was left for some other 

« 

person ! - 

That other she had not seen when Theo* 
dore first appeared at the villa. EUesif had 
already been the object of more than one 
profound attachment ; and frequently Ana* 
stasia's adorers had ended in becoming her 
lovers ; but with all her excess of softness 
and of pity, she had never felt a momentary 
weakness in favour of any man. 

She saw Theodore, and she admired him ; 
she knew him, and she longed to gain h^ 
esteem. The unvarying integrity of his 
character was a subject of constant admira- 
tion to her; who had so often to turn away 
her eyes from the temporary degradations 
of men otheinnrise estimable. His gentler 
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qualities vroa her affection; his ace 
ments commanded her respect. She sc 
his conversatkm with an eageniess she 
no troabl6 to hide, bdievmg thdithe 
cuse was manifest in his endowments. < 

In their accidental tSte-d^tSfes she 
not so tnuch surprized by the noveit) 
boldness of his ideas, as by their perp 
beauty and justness. £Ven had a b 
principle been wanting, the fineness o 
taste, she thought, would have led hi 
surely to the sublime in morals, as it d 
the lovely in sentiment, and the gracef 
fancy. 

It was to his peculiarly fine taste, ind 
that Theodore owed the charm of his 
racter : the seriousness and dignity of 
character might otherwise have been n 
awful than amiable j but this beautiful i 
Uty, this faculty of enjoyment, which ep 
moment brought into display, diffused ^i 
ness over the higher faculties of his nn 
and expressions of his face, affording i 
most every individual an opportuail 



sympathizing at some moment <»- othei> 
vith the pleasures of his nobitr nature. 
Having alfvays condemned his feelings to 
«ereDe restraint, he seemed to seek com< 
pensation in the enjoyments of taste ; enjoy- 
ments which, though less vivid, are devoid 
of that danger which turks under those of 
the heart. Taste, indeed, distinguished 
Theodore; imagination Ellesif: the fancy 
of the latter found an enchanted region in 
the alternate pensiveness and animation, d>- . 
lence and confidtngness of Theodore ; while 
the taste of the former loved to linger rbund 
the personal grace sof Eilesif, and to wander 
over the bright creations of her poetical 
eloquence. . 

Theodore enjoyed certainties, conse- 
quently beheld with an indulgent eye that 
indiscreet frankness which shewed him 
EUe^f as she really was : ^e, on the con- 
trary, loved all that stimulated enquiry, and 
she found' it in his self-repressed character. 

With Theodore the tongue was a se- 
condary OT^ui of speech : he discoursed 
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principally ^kh his eyes I in mixed societ; 
it was from them that his heart and mir 
uttered their most ardent sentiments. Ellei 
early discovered this peculiarity ; and fro 
that moment she was accustomedto seek, 
the eyes of Theodore, for a comment up( 
whatever was said or done by herself 
others. 

Dangerous habit ! which by mi^dng ty 
hearts eternally together, declares to ea 
what they would start to hear if uttered 
the lips. 

Soon after the arrival of the Chevalier 
Roye, Count Lauvenheilm had prayed 
daughters to impress the volatile young m 
with the necessity of guarding against i 
excess of. his vivacity in his intercourse w 
Theodore, whose delicacy of situation, a 
dignity of character, demanded this att 
tion. By way of teadbing his daughters 
same lesson, the Count told them what 1 
passed between him and his protege on 
subject of Heinreich. 

Anastasia sincerely applauded the nc 
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spirit and affectionate character it drsclosed, 
but tt>ought of it no more. Ellesif said no- 
thing, felt it touch her heart, and oftea 
mused on it afterwards. 

Aware as the Count was of Theodore's 
merits, he was far from imagming him a 
person likely to disturb the peace of his 
daughters. Anastasia's spirit was too high, 
her heart too temperate for attachment to 
an inferior; Ellesif too diffusively kind for 
an exclusive feeling. She was also the gay- 
est of happy creatures ; and the Count had 
so 'often heard it said, that we love only . 
what resembles ourselves, that he forgot 
ho\i^ much dissimilarity there had been be- 
tween himself and her mother. 

Indeed the probability of a daughter of 
his romantically attaching "herself to a man 
who might or might not be of noble birth,' 
never onte occurred to him; and not only 
the studiousness of, Theodore's character, 
but its apparetit humility, guaranteed his 
confidence in the safety of his heart. 

In this instance, the Count neither judged 
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Bor acted with his usual good saise. Tha 
dore was modest, not bumble : he felt b 
own value though be assumed not on i 
conscious that to place him on a level wit 
all but such persons as his own enthusias] 
exalted too highly, nothing more was n 
cessaiy than specific rank* 

The Count was not aware also, that froi 
the very dubiousness of Theodore's situ 
tion, a delicate and generous mind, like tb 
of Ellesif, would be led to think more \ 
his feelings,, and therefore to pay him mo] 
attention than she would ever show a ma 
of determined consequence : and this hab 
might isither end in awakening too lively 
gratitude on the part of Theodore, or tc 
tender an inter^t in herself. 

Had the Count been otherwise' than \\ 

Yolyed in politics, he must have noticed th 

danger; circumstances more immediate 

interesting to himself engrossed all his 2 

'teation* 

^ '^ The King had returned from Jiis visits 
Berlin ao4 Dresden ; the plans determin< 
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on by the tnonarchs who had met there 
were on the point of execution, and Count 
Lauvenbeilm stood on the thrediold of that 
powerful situation to which he had looked 
-so long. 

On the bloody field of Pultowa the sun 
of 'Cfbarles Twelfth had set, if not for eier^ 
yet never to rise again in sti^gth and 
brightness. He was a prisoner at Bender, 
and his kingdom ws^ now a lifeless corse, 
for those royal Tultures that had k>ng 
hovered over it, to prey on at will. 

Pms^ and Russia had their separate 
viedrs ; one to make good an obsolete claim 
on Pomerania ; the other, to open himself 
a path into Germany. Augustus sought to 
secure his seat on the throne of Poland. 
Denmark alone, with some shew of justice, 
buf litde in fact, aimed at wresting from the 
infant hand of the young Duke of Holsteia 
his longi-contested duchies. 

The treaty of Travaidal had ' imposed a 
yoke upon the ambition of the Danes. By 
that treaty all his pretensions oi^Holsteki 
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had been renounced^ and he could i 
openly break through its bonds, unless 1 
conduct of the admmistrator should warn 
aggres^n. By attacking Sweden he hop 
to force this prince out of the neuiral 
which hithertaprotected the territory of 
nephew : the first breach of that neutral 
imght then, be a ^gnal for seizing \ 
duchies. 

Count Lauvenheilm's ruling passion i 
too hotly engaged in the success of th 
plans, to leave bis otherwise uptight he 
either the power or the wish to find this 
of his King^s indefensiMe. The situation 
war minister was given him, and from t 
-mom^t he saw nothing but justice "in l 
ungenerous proceeding. A descent 
Sweden was the first act of hisr ministi 
-and its brilliant succesis, which establisl 
the Dane^ in Schonen, mide him equ: 
popular at court and with the people. 

While Count Lauvenheilm took this 
dded step against the temporary interesti 
the man upon whom hehad cast his eyea 
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a son-in-law, he meditated a master:«tn^e 
in political intfigue ; a. stroke that vas at 
once to secure his daughter'^ eleratiQni and 
'to give his soTeT'dgn the coveted poeaes- 
sions. 

He had entered into aprivate understand- 
ing, through indirect charniels, vitb the 
young Bishop of Lubeck, the administrator 
of Holstein ; and the Count's plan vas to 
brii% about an intendew between this 
Prince and the lair Anastaria, under colour 
of a meeting to arrange soqwthing for die 
protection of Holatdn^ trasdng to her charms 
for the subsequent ccsiquest gf the Bi^qi's 
fideHty. 

Could be ba ten^ited by the hand of 
Anastasia, and somegr^nt of territory from 
Denmark, to sell his master, Lauvenhdhn 
bdieved that by the acquisition of Holstein 
he- would iatulitate the conquest and dis- 
memberment of Sweden, and that bis own 
aggrandisement must follow of c<Hirse. He 
foresaw not, tfaat in this specious scheme be 
was laying a snare for his <fvn loyalty. 
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Let not ambition usurp the name of a 
noble vice : no passion degrades the soul so 
completely. To what meanness of trick and 
falsehood does it not bow the proudest mind ! 
to what selfishness and unfeelingness does it 
not* bring the kindest hea^t ! 

Count LauTenheilm, the fondest of 
|athei99 W99 ready to give his favourite 
djiughter as the reward of perfidy* Count 
Lauveiihdhn, the most conscientious, nay, 
most generous person in private life, was 
now plotting to rob ' an orphan boy of bk 
rights, and to make that child's uncle and 
guardian the iiistrumenit of the crime ! ' 

It is true, that Count Lauyenheilm did 
not see these* acts m their real horrorsi. 
Alas ! he had imbibed the creed of con- 
lemporary politicians, and considered every 
thing lawful ^hi(;h tended tp aggrandize his . 
own d)untry* He had also taught himself 
to think that Peniqark's claims were defen- 
sible, and that the repose of the North re- 
quired the sacrifice of Hplstein, and the 
demolition 'of Charles the Twelfth's power. 
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The glittering adiantages tiiat would £oU 
low succ^s^ assisted in blinding his mond 
sense* To succeed in his attempt would be 
to secure to himsdf a name amongst the 
boldest statesmen of the age ; to match his 
daughter with a sovereign prince ; and to 
acquireover his own sovereign an' ascendancy 
that would in reality transfer the soverdgn 
{xyijrer to himself^ 

These views were yet concealed in hi$ 
own bosom ; for though unceasingly kind> 
and occasionally confidential, to Theodore, 
the Count had lived too long amongst cour- 
tiers to trust implicitly, till he saw that 
jsomb interest strong enough to cope, if ne-' 
icessary, with the principles of right, bound 
another to adopt his feelings. 

This single passion concealed, his cha- 
racter appeared perfect in the eyes of his 
protege, who lived now in a round of such 
delightful emotions, that his aspirations 
after other ties in the land of his fathers, 
were vanishmg like a dr^m. 

Gastcm de Roye, domesticated at the 

o 
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Villa, added much to the charm of the hm 
circle; and by eternal quarrels with ]V9 
dame Sauveur, allowed Theodore frequ€ 
opportunities of conversing with EUesif. 

But not in EllesiPs conversation only, i 
he now take pleasure. Her voice h 
revived his once passionate attachment 
music ; though neither of such power n 
compass as her sister's, it made up in swe< 
ness and expression for its w^t of eztei 
She played with more genius, though le 
$kill than Anastasia ; and her dancing, pc 
haps not so perfect in the eyes of a ball( 
master, had infinite grace, and quite si 
ficient variety. 

Theodore by degrees lost the habit of r 
membering the once-dear Hemreich eve: 
time he heard a note of music. New ai 
more pleasing associations succeeded to tho 
of former times \ till at length the image i 
Ellesif alone followed a strain of harmony 

Insensible of his danger,, he believed th 
what he felt for Ellesif was exactly* that t 
spired by the Count. " A shed with E 

VOL. II. X . 
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UnwilliDgly did Theodore transmit this . 
news to Dofrestom : but while he conimu* 
nicated it, he hastened to call the event for- 
tunate. Heinreich, thus liberated from the 
spells of this enchantress, and suffering by 
her for their mutual transgression, would 
most likely be led to se^k for peace and 
^belter under the paternal roof, 

Theodore accompanied his letter with 
various little presents for Catherine, and 
dispatched the parcel by a young man re- 
turiiing from military service to the neigh* 
bourhopd of Aardjsil • 

The accounts he had hitherto received 
from the valley, were all cheerfuL Neither 
Dofrestom nor Catherine would allow thern^ 
selves to grieve for the absence of their sweet 
companion, when so many blessings had 
arisen from his departure. The Count's 
generosity in liquidating the debt^ of Hein- 
reich, had not only excited their gratitude, 
hut quieted their natural fears for the solidity 
of his regard for their orphan. 

Had another proof of this, regard beea 
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"wanting, the Count had just given 
Theddore's occasional eulbgiums on 1 
friend Mr. Coperstad, excked the curios 
of his patron, who took the opportunity 
that gentleman'^requent visits to Th^odoj 
to break in upon them as if by accident, a 
' to remain long enough to discover a fund 
good sense, and talent for business, in t 
friend of his protege. The Count wani 
such a person in one of the offices un( 
himself, and partly actuated by that c< 
sideration, plairtly by pleasure in obligi 
Thepdore, bestowed the place unasked up 
Mr. Coperstad. 

In the midst of so many agreeable ever 
these were Theodore's halcyon daj 
Gaston de Roye was fated to end them. 

Amongst Theodore's respectable pr€ 
dices, was one that Ellesif had speed 
vanquished* Used to employ all his ti 
in pursuits that had some moral or use 
end, he looked with contempt on such 
were intended merely for relaxation ; J 
getting, that in social intercourse supei 
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minds must, now and then, consent to take 
<he lead of infeiW ones ; that in the exerdsBe 
of ingenuity they must console themsdres 
for the inactivity of their higher powers $ and 
€hat when the lords dT creation do not m^e 
trifles the business of their lives, they are 
not censurable for making them its amuse* 
ment. 

Whenever the select set met at the villa 
of his patron, Theodore saw that every 
one brought with th^m some suj^port 
against possible dulness, or some refuge 
from idleness. Accompli^ments appeared 
as much the heritage of the great as power 
and wealth; a capacity for und^aking 
eveiy agreeable trifle, as much bom with 
them, as the jBsculties of sight and hearing. 
Not a musical instrument that, found not 
every hand qualified to awaken it ; not a 
dance that evay foot was not familiar 
with ; not a language that these privileged 
people did not speak ! * 

Theodore was ignoraiit of music, there- 
fore coujd not jdn in the harmonies be had 
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learned to k)V€ : he had practisied ^tAj 
pecuHar Azhce of his <:ountry, cobseq^ 
feared to hazard himself in the mtri 
figures of those that were tontinually 
rounding him ; his scanty tifM had n 
allowed htm to practise drawing, ^ 
only relaxation he had giwn himself ^ 
a boy, watching Dofrestom's herd <stk 
mountains, — it was the art of imka 
objects in wood. 

His landscapes and figures <:ar?ed wi 
pen^kmfe, had, at one time, been tie 
as celebrated as those of Eric; but 
jprofcssor*s library had gradually won J 
from the practice of this art, and the s 
sequent sight of a prince wasting bis wl 
time, in seeking to ac<juire so humbl 
talent, had disgusted him with it entireh 

Jlllesiffe admiration ^of a figure cut 
Eric, and given her by the heredit; 
prince, first made Theodore remember 
o^n proficiency in the same' way ; 5 
having Kstened to her judicious, yet playl 
remarics upon his avowed contempt of m 

E 4 
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amiable trifles, the next night he brought 
his knife and his little block of wood intb 
the evening circle. 

. Her bright look of thanks and pleased 
surprisse, repaid him for the act He began 
to shape his work by her side^ and that of 
the idle De Roye, while Anastasia was 
engaged with Madame Sauveur at a game 
of piquet. The Count was absent, having 
followed the King to Elsingberg. After 
looking at Theodore's progress in produc- 
ing the form of a Laplander in his reia- 
deer sledge, De Roye suddenly exclaimed^ 
^' Senor Guevara, I am going to Spain, 
can I take any letters for you to your 
relations ?** 

' The question startled Theodore. *' I 
wish I knew who my relations are !'^ he 
replied, '^ I should be tempted to ask you 
to take me with you." — ** And leave your 
jj Danish friends ?" asked EUesif. Theodore 

did not quite know why, but he found it 
impossible to answer . her touching tone 
except by a look. Had any others than 
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Ellesif remarked that look, the seen 
his heart, though still iinknown to hia 
would have been knowli to thei^. . 

De Roye demanded m explanatbi 
what Theodore bad ^ii^ ; the latter b] 
stated his situation. ^' Hovf^ggme. 1 n 
to hear this before, Ellesif?*' exclaimec 
Frenchman; ^^ yeft I think you did 
me something li^e it, when I cared not! 
about Guevara. How do we know thai 
* grave and potent' Senor is not a grai 
of the first class ? and here he sits contei 
to be guessed any thing. Why the d 
don't you set off for Spain directly, C 
vara ? V\l get you a commission f] 
Lord Peterborough in less than a moi 
if you will go out to Catalonia." 

The mstant paleness of Ellesif quicke 
the pulses of Theodore ; he scarcely all 
ed himself a glance at her dismayed coui 
nance, as he replied to the Chevalier. ^ < 
sincerely thank you, but may I say with* 
rudeness to a soldier, that I dislike the p 
fession of arms^ from principle ! There 
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some acdvity, ik> etki^rptiTie m my dispott^ 
tion ; and I am perhaps childi&ldy diecked 
at the thought cf sheddkg blood. Tet^ i 
kopt I siidukl not be found \»Q^faig, did 
^e country I lived ^ or the friends I lived 
ymhy recfiiKaidefence/' 

^< Oh! well, we won't ent^ into the 
tattered questioa about the moraHty of car- 
tain professions/' said Gaston : *^ I oonstd^r 
ourselves a band of knight-erraats engaged 
lo redress wrongs, and for that reason I 
am going to fight as bard as ever I can for 
Charles of Austriaw If your kindred should 
happen to be on that side, I ihight get at 
tShem for you ; -*- but if they are Philipites, 
I should do you mcore harm than good* 
Why the devil, I say, don't you go ,td 
Spain an4 seek them out ?" 

Theodore hesitated, and stammered 
for A something tike an explanation of h^ 
reasons. ** Well, but those worthy old 
fdlks are doing without you now. Why 
cant you leave them for Spain as w^U as 
t&t Copenhagen ?'' 



7* << You are v€ry boW,-*a litd^ impei: 

f*" iient,-— surely/' observed Ellesif, §eer 
• * . Theodore change colour. De Roye apo 
H giMd. Theodore's ideas were all confe 
kll by the questions just put to bim, forth 

had awakened the monitor within ; and tl 
itti was now telling htm that of late he h 
rf« ceased to feel any anxiety upon this inteye 
d ing subject : he was silefit. 
if *« There is an old Spanish book up 

« heraldry/' continudd De Roye, ^* whic 
1 1 remember in my father's library, I won( 
mI if it is here ! That book would tell us sor 
[i - thing about the Guevaras/' 
d •* I see you do me the favour of thi! 

i ing ipy parents noble/' said Theodc 

V trying to say it gaily ; *^ but from noth 

I can gather, dare I indulge in sucl 
I hope/' 

J . ** O they must have been noble. I 

sure your —^—" EUesif stopped all blm 

at her indiscreet ardour ; and Theod 
' thriHing through every vein with an e 

tion at once new, delightful, unexpec 

E 6 • 
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and unaccountable to himself^ rose from 
his seat. He thought he could find the 
book the Chevalier mentioned, he said, 
as he went towards the other end of the 
room. ** Pray do me the favour of steady- 
ing these steps for me/' he called to the 
Chevalier while ascending to reach the 
book* Gaston was by his side in a mo- 
ment. 

** Shall I be your other supporter?* 
asked Ellesif, rising to assist. 

^' He'd rather have you in his arms,** 
said De Roye. He hazarded this unlucky 
jest in so low a voice that it missed the ear 
of EUesif ; but Theodore beard it ; and the 
heavy quarto he was just taking down, fell 
from his trembling hands. 

So ' loud was the noise that both the 
ladies at picquet jumped from their seats. 
In apologizing, and explaining, and lament- 
ing his own awkwardness, Theodore sought 
to divert the attention of all present from 
bis confused looks ; but he could not still 
the tumultuous throbbing of his heart, 

4 
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which repeating again and again De Ro 
indiscreet expression, left him dub 
whether the image it presented caused 
most pain or pleasure; 

The good-natured Chevalier seeing 
mischief he had done, sought to repa 
by s^^pearing unobservant :- he there 
opened the book, and carefully exai 
ing it, discovered the name of Gue^ 
*• There, you must translate it for us,* 
said : ^^ I fancy no one here is a Spa 
«cholar except yourself.*' 

It cost Theodore an effcwrt to stead'' 

4 

voice, while he read the following pass; 
<« Guevara, Conde di Roncexralles, ] 
quis di Palman j Guevara, Marquis A 
tenejos." 

** Now to which of the§e families i 
he belong, EUesif ^^ asked De Roye. 

«' O ! I should like the title of Re 
valles.'* 

Again the blood rushed through the ' 
of Theodore, and the colour went and < 
on bis cheek. ^^ Toa must not assi 
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teacfaing me to indulge $uch pfcmd 
dioughtBy'' said be, with an agitaticm of 
look and voice too striking for Ellesif not 
to observe : *• every day makes it more ne- 
cessary for me to repress such probable 
delusions. I have made the discovery only 
just now, perhaps, — but once made I will 
pn^t by it, cost what it may/* 

This incoherent, apparently irrelevant, 
speech was no riddle to the Chevsllier : hei 
justly understood it as a mzuily reply to ht^ 
former jest; and jle admired its candour, 
diough he considered it a little indiscreet* 

Theodore, however, was far from what 
is called indiscreet ; but if a direct Challenge 
ware made upon his truth, he deemed it 
right to meet it. De Roye*s unguarded 
witticism appeared to him in that light, and 
he noticed it accordingly. 

Truth is, indeed, the noblest character- 
istic of man ; and Theodore knew how to 
be discreet and sincere at the satne time. 
It was left for Ellesif to act as if she 
^ught it her duty to shew her soul with- 

12 
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oot cBsgoist in th< worlds as she woo 
fllie bat great tribunal ; to cake troub 
ondeeehre persons who deceived themes 
about her^ though such deception wen 
her peace or interest. Wretched they 
are thus actuated ! 

He that makes such unguarded trutfa 
rule of his life» rushes^ like Isadas^ ns 
into the ranks of war : the lustre of 
moral beauty may for a while suspend 
blows of his assailants, and he may 
miracle escape unwoimded ; but the aix 
of prudence is not to be bribed by any 
suit, and her voice, even in the houi 
triumph, will pass on him the senteno 
punishment* 

The game between Anastam and 
Marquise bdng over, they joined the pa 
of EUesif. 

Madame Sauveur would know what tl 
had been talking about. <* Ah^ mon Diet 
she exclaimed, ^* why docte not the Sei 
go directly and join the party of < 
i He would be so charmed with i 
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young King and Queen; so captivated by the 
Princess de Ursini } and if he distinguished 
himself in. the field the King would ennoble 
him,— or— '' 

** Not so fast, Madame Sauveur," inter* 
rupted De Roye : " you forget that . the 
English are just going to drive all your 
countrymen. King, Queen, and Princess 
into the bargain, across the Pyrenees* 
Guevara had best enlist und^ the Austrian 
banner ; for I stake my handsomest sword 
against that natneless horror upon your 
head, (which you call a Fontange,) that 
Charles is in Madrid in less than three 
months.*' 

A brisk altercation now took place be- 
tween the Chevalier and the Marquise; each 
entering into an elaborate ^Ar/(?j/ of their 
different favourite's claims on the Spanish 
monarchy. When Madame Sauveur was 
beat on the point of right, she made a flank 
movement, and attacked the Chevalier upon 
his disloyal desertion of a French Prince. 
Her attack was the fiercer from her private 
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^ resentment at his remark upon her he: 

 dress ; and his defence was the stouter fr< 

 the amusement he had in putting her int< 
passion. While their dispute was carryi 

3 on, Anastasia and Ellesif were continui 
:: the subject it had interrupted. For the fi 
1 time since Theodore's- introduction at i 
K villa, Anastasia's measured courteousn 
spread into something like interest. ^* 
^oon as the war between the rival houses 
over," she said^ " it would certainly 
worth your while, Seiior, to make some < 
' . quiries about your connections ! If Chai 
is King, our. lively friend there can se: 
you ; if Philip keeps his throne, my fat] 
'Can do it ; so it is only waiting till then 
complete satisfaction on the business/' 

** Why have you never entered minut 
into this subject with my father?'' asl 
Ellesif : " You could not doubt the liv 
interest that he takes, — that we all ta 
—in every thing that concerns you !" 

What dangerous sweetnesswas there in 
eyes and voice of Ellesif as she addressed t 
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to Theodore 1 He ventured not to meet those 
eyes, but he could not close his ear against 
her voice, Anastasia was cialled away by 
the noisy disputants; 

"I knew the Count couW not properly 
enter into such correspondence while Den- 
mark would make common cause wiih Eng- 
land ; but I meant to speak and to act at 
a future day 5— -and the Count's kindness b 
beyond all doubt.'* 

** Princess Ursini is of my dear mother's 
family," said Ellesif ; ** and when once the 
Bsual communications are again opened be-* 
tween this court and that she is so powerful 
in, you must allow my father to interest 
himself in your most interesting situation. 
How earnestly shall I now pray for the esta- 
blishment of Philip !" 

An expression which Theodore vainly 
sought to banish from his eye^, as they met 
her's, made Ellesif sensible of her impru- 
dence. ** How foolishly warm I am about 
any thmg !" she resumed, averting her 
blushing face : ** You must think me so 
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extravagant in my way of ^speakuig : 
are always so moderate/' 

<< My singular situation has habiti 
me to in^prison my soul,*— if ^f^iican pa 
so extravagant an expression. An» 
the good but ignorant people by wb 
was first surrounded^ I knew I could 
no one to understand me : drcumsta 
aiso obliged me to be reserved to the 
old man, whose heart was capable of < 
prebending every apparent inconsistenc 
my fedings. Since then/' he added, g< 
lowering his voice and his eyes, ^' un 
tain of my place in society, I have feare 
mingle my heart with too presumptuoi 
&miltarity, where alone it finds comp 
sympathy;— in shorty I am very bun 
with those I love, but very proud to all 
world besides/' 

A long silence followed. EilesiPs h< 
palpitated so violently that she could 
reply. Alarmed at an agitation, caused 
the manner of Theodore, whose love spo 
in spite of his opposing will, throujgh ev> 



9^ tHE RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 

expression of his countenance, she hastily 
retreated to another part of the room, and 
began tuning her harp. 

** You are the most provoking person to 
argue with !'' exclaimed the angry Marquise 
to the Chevalier, " for nothing provokes 
you. Nothing throws you into such a flame 
of zeal as you see me in. Yes, you say 
very true you are not French, you are all 
cold-blooded English. I won't speak an« 
other word to you. Mam'selle Ellesif, what 
are you about there ? Do you forget that 
you are going to a ball ? Pray let us dress, 
and leave the barbarous Chevalier to devour 
Senor Guevara." • 

" What has the Senor done to deserve 
such a fate?'' asked the beautiful Anas- 
tasia. 

'^ Most ungallantly taken no part in our 
dispute : never once uttered a word on 
my side ! And indeed he looks so dismal 
just now, that I verily believe he would 
thank any other wild beast to eat him up 
in good earnest.' 
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I 

Ellesif lingered on the arm of. her sist< 
as they were retiring to dress : another jin 
she would frankly have asked both gentl 
men to have accompanied them to the ba: 
but a new feeling restrained hen 

De Roye called after them, •' Don't yc 
ask one of us to be of your party to-night i 

" Both of you, if you please/' return 
Anastasia. Theodore excused himself. 

** O, pray go !'' said Madame Sauveu 
** My quarrel is over with you ; and y< 
will be so charmed to see Countess An: 
tasia dance the last Versailles minuet*" 

Theodore again excused, himself, urgi 
papers tp arrange for the Count : while 
did so, he strove to hide his emotion und 
a veil of peculiar coldness. Ellesif turn 
away, surprised and disappointed. 
- ** Before I go to make myself so mu 
the uglier or handsomer, a^ it may ha 
suited my taylor," said De Roye, " let 1 
advise you, Senor, to collect all the doc 
ments you can about yourself, and let i 
have them as a venture to take tq Spa 
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Depend op it, TJI make it turn out as good 
a sp^ulation as Whittington's cat. Pray 
what did your first friends do with the 
clothes you had on when you were 
wrecked?. Had you no little neckliK:e or 
coral, or thing of that sort, to identify 
you ? Hang me if I ever take a child to sea 
without tattooing his birth and parentage 
upon every limb of his body P* 

Theodore warmly thanked the Chevalier 
for the kind interest he expressed, and ac« 
cepting his offer of enquiring in Catalonia 
about the families of Guevara, promised to 
write immediately into Norway for* the in- 
formation he 3ought. De Roye then hum- 
ming a lively tune, ran away to let his hair 
be tortured by his valet. 

Theodore remained where he was left, in 
a sort of stupor. The events of the even- 
ing had completely opened his eyes to the 
dai^ers and difficulties of his situation* He 
could no longer doubt the nature of the 
sendment he felt for Ellesif ; and had he 
not been sensible that his services were now 
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important to her father, he would have d 
cided upon 'leaving them both for ev( 
That dreadful Jqt ever ! his heart died 
the sound. 

Where is the judgment that may not 
blinded, the integrity that may not 
warped, by the fear of separation from 
beloved object ? Theodore thought o\ 
the I'easons for his departure, and the ar^ 
ments for his stay, and believed that wfa 
he decided for the latter, he was yielding 
the command of necessity. 

Could he have the boldness to tell Coi 
Lauvenheilm that he had dared to love 
daughter ? Unless he did that, how cox 
he leave him, without bearing the stigma 
unfeeling, ungrateful caprice ? How coi 
he retAim to disappoint the expectations 
Dpfrestom and Catherine, now looking 
him for continued, and, at last, success 
search after fieinreich ? And^ lastly, h 
could he excuse himself to her, whose 
te^m was more precious to him than 111 
Of what avail would be absence from h< 
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Would it diminish that love which had 
g^fadually grown into a part of himsdf ? . 

Alas, no ! Absence may cure the love 
of the senses, but has no power over that 
of the heart. To stay, or to go, would 
neither increase nor diminish this sentiment« 
Why then should he go ? Was he vain 
enough to fancy her peace could be en- 
dangered by it ? He strove to answer No ; 
but a delightful thrill renewed again and 
again, as he recollected many of her un- 
guarded looks and words, forbade him to 
deceive himself. 

Yet, these looks might really mean no- 
thing more than friendly interest; and 
honour would now induce him to guard 
against their ever meaning more. By re- 
pressing all appearance of a fonder senti- 
ment in himself, he unwisely concluded 
that such conduct must check the growth 
of it ki Ellesif. He foresaw not, that al- 
though pride, delicacy, pr principle, may 
lead to the determination of never avowing 
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the sentiment he wished not to feel, no 
effort can prevent its mute expression. . 
For what determination can bid the 
blood be still, which mounts to the cheek 
at ^ght of a beloved person ? What will 
can steady the trembling hand which gives 
or receives anything from her'? What 
fear of censufe, what virtuous shame can 
lend the lips courage to pronounce a &lse-, 
hood, if taxed with too deeply feeling the 
power of Virtues and graces ? Others mil 
tell her what the lover dare not, would not 
tell} and who knows not the effect of 
such information ? The hint once given, 
that unravels every mystery of conduct, 
and ch^ges seeming caprice into the noblest 
self-denial ; the object of the sentiment is 
not only touched with pity, but animated 
by admiration. She may therefore con- 
troul, but can never destroy an attachment, 
which rises in return from perfect esteem. 

As Theodore dwelt on the remark which 
bad first discovered his heart to his own 
«ye8, he could not help asldng himself if 
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fhe Count might not have made the same 
observation as De Roye. *' Well, be it 
so," he said ; *' and if he sees me seeking 
to win. that precious heart, let him scorn, 
let him abhor me ; but if my unhappy pas- 
sion shews itself only by the care I shall 
take to hide it, surely the Count will not 
give the name of ingratitude to so involun- 
tary a fault/* 

Lost in these thoughts, Theodore was 
ui^conscious of the time they employed ; 
and he was still sitting where she had left 
him, when EHesif, having finished her toilet, 
came to wait for the rest of the party. She 
paused at sight of him. '— •" I thought you 
were going to write !*' she exclaimed. 

Irresolute whether to go or to stay, 
Theodore betrayed all that embarrassment 
which is the surest indication of fearing 
one's self. He endeavoured to excuse him- 
self for having remained where she found. 
him, by alledging what was really true, that 
the Chevalier's conversation had called up 
a crowd of absorbin^Jdeas. 
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Surely nbt unpleasant ones?*"* 
Ellesif, fixing her touching eyes 
saddened and changing counts 
" You are not well, I fear j or son 
news from Aardal ?'* 

^The tender pity of her accents 
new tumults in the breast of The 
He felt that his secret wa$ rapidly disc 
He could only stop his dizzy caree 
Tjolent check. Making a forced expi 
of coldness succeed to that of agitatic 
replied briefly, — "I thank you, no ; 
quite well ; nothing has occurred at A 
I must go to my writing. Good nij 
wish you a pleasant evening/' 

He rose, without daring to look 
upon a form that was to him the perf( 
of delight. Ellesif, surprised and confdu 
stood silently looking at him. In pi 
her with too much haste^ bis feet caog 
her train, and whiie he. stayed to disent 
it^ and to apologi;3e, his eyes met her'« 
There was no thought of her dre 
the troubled eyes of Ellesif ; Theodort 
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their soft reproach,^ and the blood rose to 
his temples. 

. ^^ Hare I done any thing to- displease 
you» Senor Guevara ?'" asked she^ almost 
tearfully, •* I thought myself, so sure of 
your friendship ; and now you evidently 
Ttdsh to repel the interest I would express 
jtbout the plan proposed by Gaston de 
Roye/' 

Theodore felt the madness of his former 
reasonings. How was he to resist such ten- 
derness ? How could he always appear 
cold to such animated regard ? His com- 
plexion painfully varied, and his words 
were almost suflFocated as he tried to reply. 
•* You have not offended me. Countess 
lElllesif. I really feel your obliging sym- 
pathy ; but I must not indulge in extrava- 
gant expectations — and your sanction-^ 
I mean — indeed I am obliged to you." 

* Co untess EUesif ! Obliged ! — wha t 
chilling expressions ! Nay, now I know I 
have done something you dislike, or you 
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would not be so formal with me. T 
what it is !" 

** Nothing, indeed, nothing.*' . 

^^ Then you are capricious ; fo: 
different you were not three hours ag 

*' Think me so, then/' he excl; 
hurried away by momentary deli 
^^ think me any thing but forgetful 
spectto you, — of gratitude to the Cc 

Elle^f suffered him to pass her, f 
was now too bewildered to detain hit 
further questions. Theodore escapee 
she remained, to think orer his n 
and words, and to find in each an en 
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: CHAPTER HL 

T^EEQPORE was too sensible of the 
4adger be had escaped, to hesitate aaj 
linger about the p^t he had to take* 
Without allowing himself time to change^ 
Ine wrote to Qpuat Iiauvenheilro • His first 
Jletter was a confession of his presumptuous 
altacjtetnenty assigning that as Ij^iis sole niiir 
$imiQi desiring Je^Ye ta resign his situa^ 
td&i^i Jmt 9fij&r the tumuh of his mind 
subsided) and he bad read this letter several 
UmeS) his habitual and constitutional aver* 
jsion |o the exposure of strong feeling 
made him destroy it^ and ^ite another. 

In the second letter, he made Gaston de 
Roye'^ proposal his plea for asking leave to 
visit wAardaL Nothing could afford a more 
{plausible excuse than the many enquiries he 
had to make of Dofrestom^ and the search 
he meant to institute after the sailor he 
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had once seen at Lavanger. If the Count 
accepted this excuse now, he trusted to con-- 
tingencies for furnishing some other of. 
equal force* either lo detain turn in NonvajTy 
or to carry him into Spain. 
" Writing and re-writing these letters, and 
one to Dofrestom, on the same subject, 
employed the whole night. His spirit was 
too completely roused for sleep ; and the 
nunrning came, only to find bim the same 
uU'reire^ed, perturbed being he had beea 
lite night before. 

Theodore's letter went whh some govern^ 
ment paj^ers to the Count at £lsiogbei;gy 
and was innBediately answered. 

Far frmn repreachmg him with selfish- 
sesB, the Count treated Tbeo^re*8 desire ta 
Search into hit birth a> a laudable feeling* 
and warmly expre^ed his intention of as* 
sisting in it. - 

** I ain not in the habit of ezdting hope 

that may be disappointed," he wrote, ** S9 

I never spoke to you on the subject ; but 

met jou haye beea with me, I itae^Q &iM 
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deavoured to reach Princess Ursini by ^ 
x:ir<;uitous road, and have prayed her to 
enquire if any known family of your name 
liave lost a son in the manner your father 
perished.** 

The Count then proceeded to state that 
Dofrestom's complete account of the matter 
nught be as well written as spoken, and 
that he could, better than Theodore, seek: 
the sailor at lavanger. One valuable do«^: 
cument the Count suggested as being ne^ 
ce^ary to ascertain Theodore's identtty^ 
hereafter, if -his relations were ever dis» 
covered j this was the sworn registers of 
his foreign birth. 

^In Norway every peasant is bom to 
arms : every peasant above and under such 
and $uch ages must serve a given time 
cither in the army or navy. Amongst the: 
few exceptions to this law are the only 
sons of farmers, and persons not na-* 
turalized. 

Under the first description came Iiein<« 
rdch ; under the second Theodore j $<>. 
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that neither of the youths had ever s 
To substantiate the fact, however, I 
torn had formally made oath of Theo 
foreign parentage, bxinging several i 
table witnesses to prove his arri 
Aardal with the child, under the d 
itances he described. . 

For a legal copy of this documei 
Count (knowing that such an one taut 
been called for by the governor of tfa 
vince) now advisied Theodore to write 
went on, supposing that his proteg^ 
no longer desire to leave him till som 
certain might call him into Spain ; a 
that under the weight of business by 
he was now oppressed, his stay wit 
would be a real obligatioil. The Coi 
ddentally mentioned his prospect of 
left alone for a couple of months, 
daugliters meditated a visit for that 
of time to a relation of Aoastasia's. 

This last piece of information, joi 
the tenor of the whole letter, decided 
don i for how could he rdfuse to 

^5 
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his beaefactor ? He resolved therefore to 
struggle on in ^lence, and to maintain with 
more courage than before his war between 
duty and his attachment to Ellesif. 

Befdre the Count returned from Schonen^ 
Theodore began to. think that the effort 
would not require so ihuch heroism. No 
overflowing confidence, no thrilling ten- 
derness, no glance unconsciously reveaUng 
the soul ; scarcely one kind attflntion now 
tempted him to betray his resdhition.^ £U 
le^f, too, bad received her warning, and 
alarmed by Theodore's capricious conduct 
fhe night of the ball, determined to behave 
no longer as she had done* 

She had danced with Gaston de Roye, 
and during th^ time they were not dancings 
liad talked with him about the story of 
Theodore. 

Gaston expressed at wish that he could be 
prevailed upon to accompany him into 
Spain^ though he admitted that it m^ht In- 
jure hiis ttucflfes with his family^ if they were 
BoC of the Atistrian party. ^^ The truth 
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is," h« said, ^ I relish him excieedi 
he is 80 ex2i€tl^ thSreverse of mysell 
IwoDld rather talk to him five minute 
ten hours widi the greatest wit of the 
^' I am so glad you think so,'' excl 
Eliisif ; '' for whenever I am with 
Guevara, bis conversation is so amiabl 
so admirable ; so gentle^ his opinions 
so exalted his sentiments, that I seem 
mg by moonlight, when every object 
appears softer,* and pur^r, andlovelie 
. ?* Ellesif !*' said De Roye, fixing hi 
on her till she flushed the deepest crii 
'^ take care, of yourself; but, abov 
take care of other people's observations 
you say such indiscreet -things to o 

what is to prevent their saying what I 
not say?" , . , 

** My innocence,*' replied EUesif pre 
yet glowing. with fear and confusion* 

*' Then you only set a lamb to j 
the fold,'' returned De Roye.: " ii 
wolfish world there is no guardian . 
woman but surly old prudence* ' 

F 6 
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J^IeaTs answer vas interrupted by a ba!! 
to the cotiUion ; and hufing, by obeying k, 
got away from the startling subject, neither 
she nor De Roye resumed' it ftfterwards. 

Inwardly hurt by the changed manner of 
Theodore in the beginning of the evenings 
and alarmed by the remark of De Roye 
at the end of it, Etlesif believed herself 
piqued rather than heart-wounded. 

Was it possible that Theodore imagined 
what De Roye insinuated, that she loved 
faim?-— -and was this caprice to tell her that 
2ier love was unretumed ? On this humbling 
^ught the bummg tears gushed from 
EUesiPs eyes* 

^* When, when shall I learn to c^ni^al 
all my feelings,- ^ she cried, tossbg on her 
sleepless pillow, ^' that none of them may 
be mistaken for such as this ! My natural 
admiration of his fine mind, my pleasure in 
his instructive conversation, has been so un* 
expected, I suppose^ and so indiscreetly 
diewn, that he fancies nothing but love 
make me prefer bk society to my 



father's nobler guests. .How iU I 
translated his character! I thought 
modesty : I believed he felt for me i 
what I feel* for him -r- the strongest 
ikUghtfiir friendship.'' A deep sij 
lowed this sentence ; and she sighed 
and agaiiip imagining her sadness ao] 
casioned by the^ painful conviction d 
heart w^is^^^ected of having givei 

unsougltt.. 

The next day she proved to Ga' 
Roye, that his caution had not been 
her ; but whether real indijQFerence tc 
dore» or alarmed delicacy, were und 
De Roye knew not, nor was it mucl 
purpose to enquire : he had succec 
putting both parties on their guard 
a sentiment which he saw wais stea 
them unawares, and which must^ i 
present disparity of situatbn continm 
in mutual despair* 

Theodore was as sorpifeed as £I1( 
be6n at his singular conduct, when h( 
&at instead of haviug to struggle 
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temptations of being with her, he 
scarcely one opportunity of voluntarily re* 
s^pding her society* 

At all those moments during tke dajf 
vSen acpident left them together^ they had 
farmerly remained so, continuing their con-* 
mrsation and their pursuits; but now it 
seqned dubious whether EUesif or he were 
ib» first to start up said frame scnne excise ^ 
for sudden departure. 

EHesif loved flowers, smd Theodore had 
sndertaken' to cultivate some Norwegiait. 
shrubs for her delight : she had been in the . 
hal»t of visiting his little garden while he 
thus worked in it, and their most interestinjg 
mom^ts had passed there. Now she wes^ 
tkere no more, unless ^;i passant with ben 
tkater or the Marquise. 

But the most strikmg proof of her change 
tovi^u*ds him was in the trifling province of 
dress. When Theodore first knew her, she 
dressed in compKance with the fashion, m 
a style of cumbrcnis mqpufieence, iH*suited 
to jb^ delicatefigiire ^ t^itt after hearing hiia ; 
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frequently expresa his partiality for s 
city, and warmly adimre the habit in^ 
he had first seen her, she gradusdly d 
tinned all ornaments, and rarely dea 
herself except with that gax^and of 
which had reminded Theodore of ih 
the gardens at Aavdak*-rShe now res 
her former costume. 
' Theodore did not wilfidfy^ deceiVie 
self in this instancy yetfae #si8 dec< 
for he concluded that EQesif had been 
sensible of his pfesnmptnous passion 
had adopted these metluds of shewin 
her resentmem* 

^^ I have then no more to doy Eli 
he- said, mentally addressing her, ** tl 
love you, and die. Tour anger pimist 
sufficiently for my unfiling; fanlt. 
there is no longer smy reteon to dread 
near you/* 

By the time Count Lauvehheiim r 
ed^ he found Theodore con^>Ietely sa 
with remaining at Gopeiliagen# 

The wH of the yowg Covntes 
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Sleswick was now settled* When everjr 
thing was arranged for their departure with 
their father (who had purposed staying with 
them at least a week), he suddenly requested 
Theodore to take his office of guarding thecu 
on the road, and to return immediately after 
having conveyed them to Madame Rothe* 
stien's. 

At that juncture the Count himself could 
not be spare(^£rom the court, for powerful 
reasons had induced the King to break the 
match between his sister* and the Hereditairy 

Prince of ? j and the First Minister's 

mediation to explain and to smooth, and to 
give the Prince his cong^, was an absolute 
necessity. The Count, however, promise 
to join them at Sleswick as soon as possible* 

Theodore accepted the office with a 
crashed heart: continuing to see EUesif 
might be still considered a privilege ; but 
could that feeble pleasure repay him for the 
ferfdted transport of mingling his heart and 
mind with her's in free and unmeasured 
confid^ce! His aknced eyes, and her 
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iveited ones, were equally pamful to < 
yet each persevered in the rigorous ob 
ance of self-imposed laws. 

Never had Anastasia been so animat 
during this journey : it almost sieemec 
inspiration of a new character. Ma 
Sauveur was alternately as gay, as goo 
tured/ as angry, and as talkative as u; 
so that with two such companions, 
forced spirits of Ellesif, and the depr 
ones of Theodore, passed unobserved. 
. Within ten miles of the house they 
going to, Anastasia proposed stoppin 
some refreshment, and to n^ake a resp( 
alteration in their dress. Ellesif was 
prised, but she oflFered no objection t< 
ceremonious attention to appearance, 
the party alighted. Fearful of beinj 
alone with Theodore, after they had 
taken of some coffee, she hastened to f 
the example of her sister and the Man 
by retiring to alter her head-dress. 
Theodore remained, leaning in dee] 
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lancholy against a window, from which ht? 
gazed on the starry «ky, and revolved the 
conduct of £llesif» He had the virtue ta 
resolve never to seek her aflfcction, but he 
was not quite heroic enough to rejoice at 
her unkindness. The brightness of his 
youth was now^ he thought, darkened for 
ever, leaving him nothing in life to desire, 
nothing to toil for. 

As he stood indulging these musings, he 
was xoused by the sound of a horse galbp*^ 
ing fiercely towards the inn they were roBt* 
ipg at : its rider, a noble-looking man, 
scarcely thirty, enquire^ eagerly fdr the 
Marquise Sauveur. He dismounted, and 
was shewn into the room where Theodore 
was standing. 

The gentleman announced himself as 
Colonel Muller, a German: his embassy 
was from the lady to whom the sisters were 
going. The small-pox had broken out ia 
her house; and as this gentleman was one' 
of her invited party, she had written to i(tnx 
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not to come to her, but go round to meet 
the Countesses, and prevent their entering 
her infected neighbourhood* 

With strict propriety Colonel Muller now 
made this explanation to Madame Sauveur^ 
who nearly suffocated him with the muki* 
tude of her thanks, and thanksgivings, and 
/^uesdons. What was to be done ? It was 
late, and they must give up the idea of 
proceeding. 

- The Colonel suggested remainipg all 
nij^, as he meant to do, and the' next 
morning resuming their different routes. 

Madame Sauveur of course acceded, coulcl 
do no less than invite the courteous officer 
to sup with them, then hastened to impart 
the disappointment to her fair charge. 

Bang left alone with the stranger, Theo- 
dore was obliged to address him : indeed^ 
unconscious that EUesif had already con* 
quered the fatal disorder he came to an^ 
nounce, his h^art throbbed with gratitude 
towards him. 

Colonel Muller answ^ed courteoiuil^ 
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and with the air of habitual ammation ; but 
his mind was evidently called off by some 
livelier interest : he spoke at random ; and 
his eyes were continually directed towards 
the door, with an impatience that accounted 
for the burning colour on his cheek. 

EUesif was the first that appeared with 
Madame Sauveur : the stranger eyed hev 
admiringly for a moment» but again shewed 
visible signs of agitation ; in a few moments 
afterwards Anastasia entered. 

She was entirely in white, without or- 
nament: her profusion of beautiful hair^ 
simply parted from her forehead, mixed 
with the transparent folds of a veil, that, 
floating like mist around the evening star, 
softened her brightness into tenderness; 

Theodore had never seen her so unde- 
corated j he had therefore never seen her so 
lovely ; for a slight irppearance of tremor 
in her step, and a -downcast look, gave- her 
a transient likeness to Ellesif. 

Colonel MuUer's soul sprung from his 
eyes : admiration, transport, passion was in 
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that look. He approached^ and taking I 
her hands, carried them at once to his 

Theodore was astonished at the bold 
of this action from a stranger; yet tl 
was no undue air of familiarity fn the n^ 
of doing it. If he were astonished at 
freedom of the officer, how much more 
he surprized by the mingled confusion 
passiveness of Anastasia ! She seeme( 
forget that her hand was still in his a 
led' her to a seat, and took one beside li 

Still gazing on h^r, he whispered s( 
thing in a low voice ; its purport migl 
guessed at, from the smile and the t 
that followed it. Surprized out of 
unnatural disunion, EUesif and Theo 
* exchanged a speaking look ; Madame 
veur secretly entertained herself with s( 
a man so 6pris at first sight. 

' Colonel Muller called himself a friei 
Count Lauveaheilm's, but not one o: 
party could remember having heard of 
before ; however, those who were^not i 
secr^ (Madame Sauveur, EUesif, and 1 
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dore), believed he must be so, and became 
less astonished at his perfect es^e. 

Colonel Muller was a person o( ardent 
manners ; his gesticulation was as vehement 
as his conversation, but each were agree- 
able and graceful in their way. Though 
liearly engrossed by Ana$tasia's beauty, 
what he addressed to the rest of the party 
was marked by peculiar good-breeding, and 
a sort of eccentric talent. 

Anastasia said little, and looked beautiful* 
After supper she sang a duet with the Co- 
lonel, and b^ was evidently more enchanted, 
than before. EUesif sat the silent spectator 
of a scene which she comprehended not; 
and Theodore occasionally noticing the lit. 
cessant chat of Madame Sauyeur, was be- 
coming conviiiced, from all he heard and 
saw, that there was something more than 
what appeaifed in this stranger's introduc- 
tion. 

He had known the Hereditary Prince of 
— >^ ; he had occasbnally seen something 
and heard more of the Danish King's bro- 

8 
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thers ; and although each individual differed 
as much in moral and intellectual value as 
do the huipbler races of men, they had a 
generic character, which helped him to solve 
the present problem. 

This Colonel MuUer was a prinee, he was 
certain ; but of what country, or for what 
reason thus introduced, he neither could 
nor sought to know. 

Theodore was right : this was the first 
^experiment of his patron in his new scheme 
of secret politics. The pretended officer, 
was in reality the administrator of Holstein. 
His passionate wish of seeing the beautiful 
original of a picture he had habituated him*- 
self to gaze on till imagination maddened, 
was grown to such excess, that Count l^au* 
venheilm found it an easy task, through an 
agent of Lutin, to work the young Bishop 
into a resolution of seeing Anastasia. 

Her mind had been long prepared to be- 
hold, with a favourable eye, the man who 
could exalt her to sovereign rank : . the 
Count had imparted all that related to his 
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daughter's aggrandisement to an old relation 
of her mother's, who undertook to receive 
the Bishop at her house when Anastasia and 
her father should come there : and although 
his visit was to be limited to a few days, the 
Count knew that would be tim« sufficient 
for Anastasia's beauty and accomplishments 
to fire the heart of. such an impetuous per-* 
son, and for his own penetration to estimate 
the chance of detaching Holstein frojn the 
Swedish interest. 

Luckily, or unluckily, the small-pox 
really did appear in Madame Rothestein's 
hous^, and the fictitious Colonel was thus 
allowed an opportunity of seeing his fair idol 
without her fatba*, in the manner just 
described* 

The few hours «spent in her society ri- 
vetted hi^ chains. She was as much beyond 
her painted resemblance, as her present 
appearance of sei^ibility transcended her 
general coldness ; and ere they parted in the 
morning he had sought and obtained an 
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oppoEtumtf of pouring out his -pasnoa it-. 
her feet. 

WbeK the tnnrellers were on their return. 
towards Copenhagen, EUesif observed x 
glittering ring en tbe Anger of Aoastaua ; 
Could it be a present from the stranger ? 
could Anastasia have accepted hi If love 
were thus sudden, thus indecorous, EUesif,- 
the often indiscreet, but ever self-respecting 
EUesif, felt that she knew not its power. 

Between EUesif and her sister there was 
little of what is termed confidence, for there 
was little reciprocity of feeling. The tndif^ 
ference of Anastasia always checked the 
enthusiasm of £llesif, so that they rarelj; 
conversed together with flowing souU •' for 
this reason, EUesif did not feel privileged-io 
ask any questions at this jubcture, and she 
was too delicate to hazard a remark. She 
sat 'therefore, as alent as Theodorr, when 
tbe agreeable Colonel Muller wasdi^ussed* . 
and bis sudden- passion sported with, by 
Madame Sauveur. 

Count Lauvenheilm was at first eridentiv 
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chagrined by the return of his daughters' ; 
but a private conversation with Aiiastasia 
dissipated his look of yexation, and taught 
hkn to believe that the administrator's politi- 
oai apdstacy .xvas near at hand. 

He hastened to communicate the affiur to 

4 

the Kingj lest somd enemy ^ould discover 
kf and impress the royal mind with unjust 
suspicions of his integrity. But he was too 
late : he had been already betrayed by an 
inferior agent to a rival minister, whose 
plausible misrepresentations had infused 
doubts into the sovereign, which not being 
expr^ed. Count Lauvenheilm could not 
dissipate. 

Unconscious of the gathering storm, the 
Count continued elate and confident ; for 
he was at the summit of power, and all his 
prospects were bright and boundless. 

In bis domestic circle thmgs proceeded as 
usual : Anastasia was fatigued with ad- 
«iircrs, Madame Sauveur weary of having 
none ; Gastoa de Roye was preparing to 
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leave Denmark ; Ellesif aifd Theodore v) 
still outwardly estranged. 

With Theodore this estrangement shM 
itself in unusual seriousness, closer appli 
tion to business, and assiduous endeavo 
to avoid the society of Ellesif. With h 
oa the contrary , it was affected by a const 
effort at excessive spirits, a determh 
abandonment of every thing Theodore Hk 
and the same care as his of shunning priv 
interviews. 

The effort was equally painful to bot 
but the weaker mind had rashly chosen i 
hardest task. Ellesif found it impos^Ie 
support her distracting gaiety ; at least i 
possible to carry even cheerfulness into \ 
hours of solitude.' 

' There, weeping and sad, she gtadua 
became conscious that the kincktess^ t 
confidence of Theodore was necessary 
her happiness ! and she thought also, to h 
life. Alas, how &lsely ! •*- Would that i 
could indeed cease to live^ when all tl3 
giTCS value to life is wrested from us ! 

G t 
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Ellesif was not so insane as to imag&ie 
that even her indulgent, liberal father, 
%ould sanction an union with one in the 
doubtful , situation of Theodore; but she 
had been so happy^ ^o lately ! that might 
she only regain that bfissfiil state, sh^ 
thought it impossible for her to wish for 
t:Eiore. 

That, however, she dared not hope ; for 
Theodore evidently Suspected her partiality^ 
and testified by his manner that, so far from 
sharing, he contcmiifed it. .There was some- 
thing in this sudden dispiaty of hi^ indifferi^ 
ence 4hat kindled even the gentle hieart of 
Ellesif into ^a Same of resentment* How 
cruelly wounding to her i modesty I how 
different from that delicacy of feeling which 
«he had imagined him possessed of ! — ^ Was 
it necessary to insult her, because he did 
ju)t love her ?. and could she costsider thk 
studied display of indifference in any other 
Jight than as an insult t Wh^t p;ith was left 
for lier to purs^^. but that>of resolving t0 
act asvtf his conduct had no effect upon her 
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spirits, and to shun him still more careful 
than before* 

Her last resolution was kept, bat t 
former was beyond h^r strength to p0ibrj 
Her heart sunk under the vain attempt 
gaiety, and a melancholy, so profound, 
len^h settled upon her countenance, tl 
Theodore trembled to guess its cause. 

To others she pleaded a. nt^rvous coi 
plaunt for her change of spirits \ to him s 
$aid nothings ikmI her cold silence eitt: 
allowed him to believe himself the cause, 
to fear ii was an attacbmeat to< anoth 
He strove to call off hid attention from 
dangerous a contemplation, 'by forcing hi 
6df into anxiety about the result of the < 
quiries now on foot for Spain» 
, The an»);frer 'fh)m Aardal* had ttot 
arrived, and De Roye was-to leave Cop 
hagen for England in two days ; thence 
vnB to^ embark immediately for Catalonia 
join. a regiment to .whidh he had been lat 
^appointed undear General Carpenter. 

Xbis young man had., certainly giv^en 

6 S 
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when lie remembered the same unvsfrymg 
^iety in Heinreich ; — but Hemreich*^ 
'heart was always gay, be those of his friends 
ever so sad j while gaiety was oirly hi the 
Cbevalier^s tx)untenance9 when he knew that 
others were suffering. 

Being pressed by Captain Feldsporre to 
dine with him, Theodore did not return to 
the tilla till yery late in the evening : a large 
party were already there, and broke into 
cmaltisr ones through the long ^uite of its 
Ibwer rooms. 

Count Lauvenheiim was in the first apart- 
irienrin a circle of politicians ; in the two 
tiext were parties engaged with music alad 
conversation ; . and in the last sat Ellei^, 
who had vainly pleaded a bad head-ache 
to secure herself a calm retreat. * She had 
gone to work there alone, when Madame 
-Sauveur officiously followed with a smelling 
battle, and Gaston de Roye declaring it was 
only the blue devils, took a seat and began" 
Tattling them away, by drawing caricatures 



 t 

of the compwy, both with his pencil i I 
his words. 

As this boudoir was next the door Th 
dore entered at, without passing throu : 
the other apartments, he came at once ii : 
this. 

Th^ sudden blush that coloured' EUesi ! 
pale cheek on his unexpected appearar • 
was not unmarked by him^ and he woi : 
for that very reason hav^ directly passed 
to the second apartment, had not some c i 
spoken of her being ill, and obliged him : 
uttQr an expression of concern. Madai i 
Sauveur seized the, opportunity, and insist : 
.upon his sitting down. ^^ I biave a bet ( i 
pending upon ypu, Seiior,** saiil she, " a i 
I beg you will enable me to decidef it in i 
owix. favour. Mam'selle Halsberg has' ji 
betted that, you never were in love in yo 
life, and never wijl be.; 1 say the co 
trary.'' ; . : ^ 

: Theodore started from the seat she h 

-made him take,r in such agUation,' that ev) 

Madame Sauveur must have noticed it^ fai 

^5 
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not her eyes beeh directed to the opened 
door of the other roomr, in search of her 
fiur antagonist. De Roye clamoured against 
the unfairness of such a question, apd EU 
lesiPs heart beat with oppressive quickness* 

Madame Sauveur was not to be denkd* 
•* Pray J Seiior, have you ever fek the passicM^ 
of passions, the passion of love ?" 

** I never have, and I hope I never 
shall," answered Theodore, with a smile, 
recovering his presence of mind. 

•* What ! you hope never to be in love I" 
MonDieu, what a savage !•* 

** I did not say th^t, replied Theodore, 
seemg EUe^tum as pale as death ; ** I said 
I hoped never to feel the passion of love ; 
the sentiment^ I think a very different thing. *• 

'^ And pray wjbat difference can you &id 
between the passion and the arntinaentP' 
asked Madame Sauveun 

" Ithink,'* replied Theodore, hesitating, 
^ the passion impels to great efforts, the 
sentiment enables us to make ^eat sacri* 
fices-** 
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'^ That is not clear ; exphia, explaih !' 
cri^ DeHoye, lookup up from bis carka 
lures. 

** Is it not evident," asked Theodore 
" that passion always seelcs its own gratifi 
cation, consequently, lets no obstacle Sta' 
lis pursuit of one object ? The sentiment 
on the contrary, has only the happiness o 
its object for its aim ; therefore submits v 
every restraint, , bears every privation 
struggles against all its de^res, consent 
even to appear Cold,- capricious, almost un 
worthy iii the eyes of the person beloved 
for the sake of preserving her from aorrot 
or from censure." 

Theodore's heart had escaped the curb o 
his .resolution, and one involuntary glanc 
as he ended, threw the heart of EUesif int 
delightful tumults. A new light broke! 
upon her ; and suffering the needleto dro 
fixun her hand, she remained fixed in wtlc 
yet deep ant} transporting thoughts 

'* I protest Senor Guevara talks like 
G 6 
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professor on this interesting subject T* • ex- 
claimed the Marquise» 

** Poh, poh, only like an amateur^** re* 
Joined the gay De Roye, and he could not 
forbear- an arch look as he said it. 

Theodore was at that moment suffering 
the acutest pangs of remorse. He was 
arraigning himself for having uttered before 
Ellesif what he bad just said, iie sought to 
jrepair h^s fault. *' I have spoken a gr^it 
deal of nonsense," said he, rising in confu* 
-sion, and attempting vivacify, " as all mere 
speculatists do. So, to end it, I will play 
at chess with any one that is inclined for a 
game." 

^ Do employ yourself better," cried De 
Roye ; " what's become of your Lap- 
lander ? don't you mean to finish it." 

*' I don't think 1 shall," answered Theo- 
^dore, trying to regain his forced coldness. 

Ellesif raised her tearful eyes^ and hastily 
threw them down again. Madame Sauvair 
started from^er seatj " MonDieu, mon 
enfant ! what a cold you have got ! you 
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must not go on spraining your eyes over thai 
tambour. Do come into the other room." 

** Now pray look at that c<Nitrast/' 
whispered lilt Roye to Theodore, " EUesif 
like sw youty; rose, and Mada^me Sauyeur 
^e M qid/ artificial flower.*' ♦* A dewy 
rose," thought Theodore with ^ melting 
heart, while he actually saw a tear drop 
from the eyp of EUesif upon her work. 

^' What are you saying about Madame 
Sauve^r/' asked that lady, running toward^ 

him* . 

" That you are like pi old artifirUl 
flower.*' 

« Sir'!** — 

" Yes you are ; and so you always will 
be,** returned the Chevalier, gaily imitating 
h^r angry shake of the bec^, so long as you 
wear that tarnished frippery, that m.ask of 
rouge, and that wig of giti^ ?'* 

*' Wig of gimp. Chevalier! It is a Pari- 
sian cap, n^ade in imitation of the Uurio- 
Bushe head.** 

** Well then, I maintain it is. a:gitfjp wig. 
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Will you iieveir take a hist, dear HvqfMei 
and leave that really pretty person of youra 
to itself? If you did — my poor hmt ! — 
but it is not discreet for me to Miy jnoire/' 

^* I nidll change it directljijf^ exclaimed 
Madame Sauveur^ etichanted veth hie last 
vrords ; a^ away she tripped to make the 
purposed alteration. 

De Roye then gave loose to tlie mirth her 
credulous vanity inspired ; and for the first 
time in his life, Theodore seemed to enjoy 
ridicule ; for anxious to appear what he was 
not, he assumed a sprigbtliness he did not 
fSel ; but, quickly ashamed of participating 
in De Roye's cruel amusement, he checked < 
ijimself. " I think you remarkably enter*., 
taining," he said, ^^ but I am often angry 
with myself, as I am now, at being so enter* 
tained/' i 

** And pray why ?'* 

<^ Because it is a soft of treachery to 
make persons believe you are de%bted with . 
them, solely for the purpose of drawing oiit. 
their foibles/' 
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** O p^^ !*' cried De Roye, ** you 
virtue is tight laced, mi&e has an easy shape. 

** That may be,*' resumed Theodon 
still aiming at spirits, *^ but don't yo 
mistake a wasp in the shape of yours, fc 
this ease you boast of ?'* 

*' Perhaps 1 «do, and perhaps I don't, 
answered his lively antagonist ; ** but, aftc 
ally bow is one to keep oneself from enjo] 
ing mirth, even though at the expence c 
good folks ? A laugh don't cut a man 
throat. I should give up the ghost if I wa 
obliged to weigh the morality of my actioi 
all day long, with your accuracy of ounce 
and drachms, and scruples. Ccuifound you 
scruples !*' 

Theodore was too much unpressed wit 
Captain Feldsporre's relation, not 10 he< 
De Roye's follies with more than compl 
cency : he looked kindly sit him^ as he ea 
claimed, *^ What a pigmy in iboral strengt 
do you make of yourself! ewrf thing 
beyond your reach. What we pbun No: 
wegians think the common* stsmdard i 
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practicable virtue, of thai wbidi reason ixid 
r^Iigbn deiBand from man, you men of the 
world call impossible and tiskimry/' 
. ** Because we *find it «d, as I told yoiy 
the other day, when yoa schooled me for 
saying a word in apology for the man that 
ratf off with Esling^s wife. , HaiFe the good- 
ness to remember, Senor, that in your pri« 
mitive Norway you have nothing to grapple 
with, but the enemy within. We poop 
worldlings have the within and without devil 
tQ^^ht at once; so no wonder we find 
conquest tough work. If any. of you are 
wicked, you must go about seeking wicked* 
ness ; while, helas, it comes knocking zt 
our door every day, with the noise and the 
uddeniableness of a dun. I think a herhiit 
inay witK just as good a grace blame aa 
armed patriot for mqrder, as you twit me 
with enormities, which, by the way, Inever 
commit ; buf that's no matter. It serves 
ihe turn of yQut grave eloquence to suppose 
X do, so you are welcome to enlarge m^ into 
a colossus of sm andmischiief if y^u like." ^ 
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The entrance of Madame Sauveur in a 
plain Italian night-gown, withnothing but a 
tiffany handkerchief on her head, called off 
the Chevalier's attention. 

•* There ! now you look like what you 
are, a very smart, pretty woman ; and I am 
;wore obliged to you than I can say for this 
Utile galanteriei The only thing I wish awayi 
is this sash, which really is not $o becdmin^ 
las the zone of Venus/* 

As he spoke the ' Cbeyalier boldly un* 
loosed the gaudy i^ibbon, and trying to 
make it meet round his own body, exclaiosN 
ed, <^ What a delicate i^lraist ! exactly half 
the size of mine 1** • 

" *^ O you know. Chevalier,*' observed 
the gratified Marquise, " that the woman 
is always allowed to be the ba^ of the 



man.** 



«c 



Yes, but his I^efter ImlfP* rGjtiimed the 
quick De Roye, ^* positively yott shall not 
have this sa^ again ^ I will k^ it to adorn 
my night-cap." 
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** That which her slender waitt conQard, 
** Shall now my joyful temples bind : 
•* What Monarch but would give his crown, 
<* His arms might do what this has done," - 

A look front Theodore rebuked him for 
ihifts sporting with a good woman's foi);4e« 
Ellesif was lost to aU that passed* MadasM 
Sauveur stood silent for a small spac^ pf 
lime with surprise and pleasure. All thfi 
Chevalier's impertinences were forgotten y, 
she even fancied he disi^raised the ribbeii 
round her waist, that be might obtain h for 
himselfr She m^dts no further attempt ta 
regain it, but assuming a soft air» seiei4 
the opportunity of begging, he would oblige 
lier, by subscribing, fifty ducats to a sub*^ 
scription* she had set on- foot for the re-esta^ 
blxshmcniof a French opera at Cqpenhagen. 

" Fifty devils!" repeated De Roye, 
'' do you think I Wbuld p^iy so much moaey 
to hear the prosQ of French music, when, 
I can hear the potf xy; of Italian music, frpna 
these fair syrens." 

'* Well, we woa't . quarrel about thie 
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fliosic," said drt Marquise, bridling in h 
anger ; ** you need not hear it, only su 
scribe to oblige me." 
" I can't indeed, I liave got no money. 
" O for shame. Chevalier ! with such 
legacy from Lord Feversbam ! give me b4c 
my sash.'* 

The Chevalier laughed at her demanc 
am) gravely repeating, ** This, to my exee 
l«Dt white bosom, this," put the ribtxm int 
hie breast. 

Madame le Marquise thought her con 
quest sure : '* Come, come, I see you onl 
banter when you refuse. Positively, I'i 
set you down {<x a hundred ducats." 

" You may jet- me down for the money 
but I can tell you, you will have to take me u^ 
for the paytDent." 

*' Mon Dieu, what folly ! — bow oftei 
have I heard you excuse all your faults b] 
saying you were so easily to be persuaded ; 
is this a proc^ofit?" 

" Ah, my dear Marquise, ha»e you noi 
found ottt» tbtt there never yet was an 
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ea$iIy-to-be-persuaded person, that, was 
easily persuaded into any thing- good." 

*' True ! true !'* said Theodore, empha- 
tically answering for the Marquise^ aind 
thinking of Heinreich. 

Madame Sauveur -resumed: — ** Not 
spare even fifty ducaljs ! how can you spend 
5uch an income as your*s/* 

" O^ in fifty follies. Upon your agree^ 
able, ^icke4 ^^ • ^ dress — cards 



wine — *' 



*' Ah ! I guessed ypu were a wc^tkless • 
rake." 

^* You guessed right then/' said the 
Chevalier, laughing atrher bursting wrath* 

Madame Sauveur flounced into the next 
room. ** Now, how . cam you let any one 
go with such an impression of you ?** asked 
Theodore, " when I am aure you are the 
reverse of all this." 

It 

, ," Pshaw!" said De Roye, « in five 
minutes FU make her think me an angel 
again, and her lover into the bargain. ' By 
the way, who thinks .it necessary to shew^ 
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fhfir refal characters except to their 
own family ? Are you simple enough to 
bdieve, that any of the people you meet 
iabout^ are at all what they appear ! If you 
do, you must think persons of good con* 
dilSon never have griefs like- other men.^' 

** 1 do indeed often wohdfei* at their un- 
wearied pursuit of pleasure, and apparent 
enjoyment of it." EllesiF thought that re- 
mark was levelled at herself, and a sigh 
that escaped ere she had time to repress if, 
encreased the concealed agitation of Theo* 
dore. , 

** Apparent 1 there you. are right/' said 
De.Roye j *' for we are always acting.** 

*' Good God !" exclaimed Theodore, 
*' what a frightful thing do you make of 
society ! Banish sincerity between . maa 
and man, and, like banishing the idea of a 
Providence, yqu- throw us back into ch^oa. 
Always acting 1 — when dare we think you 
are not doing so ? When can friendship, 
lovei— -when can the heart repose upon any 
individual x>f.such z system !" 



y 
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«* When you see us sad/* said £ll«9if» 
titnidly J •* you hear that h is 6nly gaiety 
we affect* When we wear an appearance of 
strong emotion, believe us then, •-*«* believe 
that emotion stronger tfian all yoor's, since 
it triumphs over the fear of ridicule/* 

** What ! ridicule excited by sorrow !'* 
exclaimed Theodore, not daring lo look 
at her. ' *' I can imagine that high-{»tched 
Virttife may rouse the ridicule of Vice, for 
it is her interest to destroy Virtue with any 
serviceable weapon; but without motive, 
without interest, wantohly to attack suffer- 
ing with derision, is in my mind demoniac, 
and I cannot understand it." 

** Every now and then, Guevara over- 
flows his bank^, like the Nile, and when 
he does, how he fertilizes us all !" ex- 
claimed De Roye. Seemg Theodore only 
smile, he added, " Now y^r surly answer 
jought to be, * leaving a deposit of mud^ of 
course, by this specimen." 

Theodore^s mind was gone from the 
subject, and he did not answer. Gastoa 

' 8 
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resumed : *^ S6 fOM really think as a 8< 
dl good-for-nothing people. For what 
only for liking laughing better than crying 
I know we are commanded to * weep wit 
them that weep,' but we are also .bid t 
•rejoice with them that rejoice;* and 
know many envious devils that find the la 
command liarder than the first* Ah ! yc 
may shake your head, you grSinite saini 
you mohawk of virtue ! Well, go on seal] 
ing us, if it amuses you," , 
' ** Tou amuse me wery much,*' observe 
Theodore, smiling, 

** Yes, like a moimtebank, or punch, 
replied De Roye, with more point than w 
usual to him. ** You laugh at me, despi 
me^ and set me down for a mixture of u 
feelingness and immorality," 

** Indeed I do not,** replied Theodoi 
smiling more amiably than before, •* I li 
you excessively ; and I know you to be ; 
good Reeling.*' The peculiar emphasis ai 
Tivaeity with which . Theodore spol 
brought a flush into the face of De Roy 
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he dropt his pencil^ exclaiming) ^' Why 
ivfaat do you know of me, that is so veiry 

feeling?" 

*' Don't brave me to it/' said Theo. 
dore, rather sportively, looking round 
on a party of ladies and gentlemen, just 
entering with the Marquise, unless you 
chuse all present to see you without 
your comic mask, as I and Captain Feld* 
sporre have done;*' 

That name explained every thing to De 
Roye;'he coloured, and he laughed, -and 
then he shouted, assuring the company 
that Senor Guevara had a design to impose 
|)im upon them for one of his own set, and 
that he insisted beforehand that they should 
neither hear him, nor ask him a question. 
' To make his secret sure, the Chevalier 
called upon one of the ladies to play some- 
thing ; and seizing Madame Sauveur in bis 
jarms, wlairled her into the next room in a 
^uick waltz : the dance then became nearly 
general, an^ the past conversation could 
not be renewed. 



TH£ RECLUSE OF HOawAt.' I45 

Theodore rarely waltzed J and Ellesif s 
bead-ache excused her. The former took 
up a pamphlet, and ' appeared occupied ir 
skimming its ccmtents: Ellesif was sole!) 
engaged in thinking that she had wrongec 
him, and afflicted Jiim when she attnbutec 
his altered manner to caprice or to inso- 
lence. She now felt that it was reall] 
prompted by the purest attachment. 

Ever hasty, even in extremes, she wish- 
ed to repair tier fault the moment she was 
made sensible of it ; and, abandoning hei 
assumed haughtiness, she approached the 
table he was reading at, and asked tht 
subject of his studies. . , 

It was the first time^br some weeks, tha 
she had addressed a question to him 
agreeable surprize, and the timid, agitatei 
lone in which she spoke, thrilled througl 
th^ whole of Theodore : his eyes fluctuatec 
between her 6gure and the book that nov 
trembled in his hand : bur, f^thful to hi 
severe determination, he merely mentionec 
its name in a voice scarcely audible. 

VOL. lU Hi 
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Ellesif 's extreme emotion deprived her 
of the power of moving : she stood sUently, 
supporting herself against the table, fondly 
fancying that Theodore's feelings were as 
purely delightful as her own. The tremor 
of internal struggle she nustook for that of 
joy : she forgot the distance of their ranks ; 
and she believed that the present convictioti 
of her sympathy with his attachment,' had 
alone been wanting to call forth its expres- 
sion, and to give him happiness. 

f^ And will you never finish the Lap* 
hnder?'* she sai^ after a long silence^ 
" I thought it 80 pretty !? 

Wild, and sweet^i^td maddening as a 
strain of the Eolian harp, her voice nearly 
transported Theodore into the guilt of 
telling her all that now struggled in his 
soul. He could have cast himself at her 
feet, and willingly breathed his last, ,in 
pouring out feelings that were so agonizing 
to restrain. But strengthened by principle, 
he held them in a giant grasp, and rising 
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abruptly, answered, '' he found the tasl 
too difficult to accomplish/* 

He left her as he spoke ; and hurrymj 
to his own chamber, gave loose to his lovi 
and to his regret, with an impetuosity o 
anguish in which he rarely indulged. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



TJ^ROM that evening Ellesif saw Theo- 
dore still more estranged, still colder. 
Tossed by contending opinions which now 
attributed his conduct to hopeless love, 
now to despicable caprice, now to insolent 
triumph . over her ill-concealed affection, 
she became so wholly absorbed in the en- 
deavour of discovering to which motive it 
was really attributable, that she ceased to 
perceive the only path she ought to have 
pursued. 

That path was plain. She ought to have 
Confessed it to her father. His decision 
would either hav6 sanctioned theif attach- 
ment, or denying, must have afforded the 
only means of combating it, by Removing 
her from Theadore's society. 
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Elleaf's character unhappily wan 
against this rational conduct. She v 
romantic, therefore hoped improbabilitic 
she was timid, and although she mij 
wish both her father and sister to see wl 
was passing . m her heart, she had not t 
courage to avow it unasked. 

The only friend who had 'kindly watciii 
and boldly warned her, was far awa 
Gaston 4e Roye was gone. Her acquai 
ance with her 'own countrywomen had be 
too recent for her to have found any ci 
fidential frioidship with ^ny one of thei 
and to those she could have confided in, I 
friends and relations in 'France, she dai 
not write freely; for no private com mu 
calion could be secure from scrutiny v/l 
passing from one hostile country to anoth 

The person with whom she now o 
versed the most, was Apraxin, the Russ 
lover of Anastaaa. Slighted by her, 
had gradually transferred his heart to 
pittylng, winning Ellestf; and though 
passion was quite unexpected by its t 
H 3 
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object, every one else saw it, and Theo- 
dore beheld it with frightful despair. 

To persist in his resolution of avoiding 
Eliesif when he saw the station he volun- 
tarily left, occupied, by this formidable 
rival, seemed impossible. It was the tor- 
ments of the rack and the stake, to see 
him hDvering round, her elegant employ- 
ments, gazing on her lovely shape^ musing 
on the quick throbbings of her heart, 
drinking her stifled sighs, and ^thrilling 
with the ever-tearful glances of those eyes 
that were then most full of Theodore;, 
when they were directed to another 
object. 

Jealousy alone wr^led strongly with 
integrity. Theodore was sometimes on the 
point of madly declarmg what he suffered, 
of reproaching Eliesif for havmg at first 
wilfully tempted his presumption: but 
though continually^ on the verge of a pre- 
cipice that tempted him to leap into a 
gulph of ruift and dishonour, his early 



7B£ R^CLUBE OF NOtlWAT. ] 

habits of self-command enabled him 
resist the impulse. 

These, however, could not prevent sc 
visible alteration taking place in his c 
racten Its gentle seriou^ess changed i 
iQoody gloom ; his temper grew Strang 
fitful ; he shunned conversation ; and, 
cept to the Count, became an unsocial s 
spiritless companion. 

The Count, meanwhile, had his o 
disappointments and his own vexatic 
The King evidently cooled towards hi 
nay, even symptoms of displeasure agai 
all connected with him, appeared in 
royal conduct. 

The higtvadmiral was suddenly remo 
from the command of the fleet ; and u] 
the elder Cotmt Gulderlieu's immedii 
yet respectful offer of resigning his gi 
post (in consequence of this dismiteic 
the King accepted the resignation, ; 
gave the vice-royalty to one of his c 
brothers'. 

* 

This act was a ' thunderbolt to Co 

H 4 
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Lauvenheilm ; it enlightened as it struck 
him: he saw in it his approaching did- 
gnace; for at his last conference with the 
King^ when they had discussed the pos- 
sible apostacy of the adnrinistriator of 
Holsteb, the monarch largely entered into 
the subject of compensation for that Prince's 
loss of the Swede's friendship^ prospect of 
succession, &c« and drew from Count 
Lauvenheihn a confession that l\e would 
consider the government of Norway as aa 
ample reward for his own services^ . ' 

To have fixed his eye upon this govern^- 
menty while he meditated uniting his 
daughter with a prince whose revok from 
his own sovereign was to be recompenced 
by another, appeared a corroboi'ation of 
some insinuations against the Count that 
had lately been made to Frederic% 

A person^ who hated Count Lauven- 
heilm because he envied him, called the 
King's attention to the splendor in which 
his minister lived ; a splendor supported 
by his owa and his daOghtcsrsi' great posses-^ 
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sionsy and which dimming the lustre 
royalty, attracted th^ public eye solely 
itself. He hinted that this conduct eit 
argued the weakness of vanity, or 
strength of ambition : if the first, it mij 
be despised } if the latter, it was to 
feared. 

While these ideas w«re wprking in 1 
Monarch's mind, the Swedes. pbliged t 
Danes to evacuate 4:heir recent conquest 
Christianstadt ; and this misfortune, i 
which the generals alone wer6 answerab 
was made use of to increase, the King's i 
humour against his former favourite. . 

On the other hand, the emissaries 
Sweden knew it to be their interest to e 
cite jealousies between the King of De 
mark and his ablest mim'ster ; and by son 
artful manoeuvres they contrived to give 
knomentary appearance of collusion wii 
them^. to 2^ measure of the Coum^s : tl 
event disproved the suspicion; but coni 
dence once unsettled, rarely fixes again o 
tbfi same objecf with the same steadinesss^ 



/ 
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The descem of Count Lauvenbdlm wac 
asf rapid as had been his rise. One morn- 
mg he was coMly told by the King in a 
private^ audience, that His Majesty's mind 
tras adtered with ^ esp^ct to the secret ptp-» 
posald be had wished inade to the adminis- 
trator of Holstein ; for if he gained that 
duchy it musr be at a cheaper rate than 
Count JLaut^ihdlm suggested as ' the price 
of the ^shop's frieiukhip : in shorty arms 
mot arts Vere the weapons with which he 
chose to conquer \ la the evening of the 
same day Count Lauirenheilm was stripped 
of all his employments, a^d commanded 
into a kind of honourable banishment by 
ifae grant of a province in that kingdom^ 
etver which he had eispected to reign as 
Viceroy. 

Conscious of having,, in this instai^ce^ 
served his kmg better than he had served 
ius God, (for had he not tried to rob 
another of integrity, for that king's aggran- 
dusement?) the Count's indignation was 
ovif equalled by hi» disappointment. Into 
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the bo$om of Theodore-he poured forth 
ju^tificatbn, his complaints, his wound 
honour. Theodore's sympathy lulled t 
pain of wounds it could not heal; a 
I though he openly disapproved the Coun 

I insidious policy with regard to the Bisfa 

of Lubec, be believed that his patron act 
from a sincere, though erroneous, opini 
of Denmark's right to Holstem. 

As the tale was told to Theodore nothi 
could exceed the injustice and falseness 
the King ; nothing transcend the integr 
and zeal of the Count. His freedom fr< 
mercenary motives was shewn^by his ne\ 
accepting any of the revenues of his gr 
charges : in proportion, therefore, as Th< 
dore felt hostility to the one, his resp 
and compassion increased for the other. 

His nature was too mild, and his hat 
too christian, for one wish of revenge 
enter his heart; but be longed for the pov 
of redressing his patron's wrongs^ and 
making that innocence manifest to the; 
vcreign which was so evident to himself^ 

H 6 
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Not two hours before these events, Theo- 
dore bad again resolved to tear himseff 
from the distraciing observatioa of ^Hesif^s 
^agitating conduct y for she had at last been 
made sensibte of Apraxin's passion^ had 
listened to its avowal with concern, and 
silenced it by her determined, though mild^ 
refusaL But now, how could he think of 
abandoning the falling fortunes of his ben€>- 
factor,-^^ of the man he loved with more 
than a son^s affection, listened to with more 
ihah a disciple's devotedness ? How was he 
io give the last blow to that noble and aU 
r^ady wounded heart ? The stern hand of 
a Brutus might act thus, but Theodore's 
virtue was of softer materials^ 

After the first shock of hearing (hat her 
dear father had lost the royal faVour, and 
was transferi?ed from the higbeiBt post in the 
kingdom to the disunt government of Ager* 
buus». EUesif found consolation in the pros<i> 
pect of being removed by that means from. 
a round of gaieties which, had ceased ta 
^mok ber •. She would, be restored ta> 
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Jeifiure, if not to peace ; she would be 
Keved from the importunities of Aprax 
and still under the same roof with Th 
dore, would have better opportunities tl 
ever of ascertaining' the nature of the t 
timent be felt for her. 

The solid distinction of superior use: 
ness was tlje only one that could weigb v 
such a mind as Ellesif's ; she therefore ; 
no disgrace in -her father's dismissioi^'fi 
office ; and she thought that be would h 
self be quickly reconciled to an event wbi 
removing him from a more.briJliant the: 
■of actbn, yet carried him into one as wic 
adapted for the display of talent and bt 
volence. 

Qf the four governments info which ^ 
way is divided, that of j!^er-buus is 
most considerable : at the period in wl 
k was bestowed on Count Lauvenheiin 
possessed- a decided superiority over 
rest^ by its behig the seat of the supri 
court of judicature for the whole kingdc 
vid as the new Vicaroy» Prince Chai 
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was fonder of pleasure than of business, it 
'Was not likely that the governor of Ager^ 
huus would ever find his plans of action 
controuled by the presence of a superior; 

Except some diBferences in dignity of sta^^ 
tion, and of influence with his sovereign, 
nothing was changed with Count Lauven* 
heihn. He was still son-in-law to th& late 
King; he was 'still (he possessor of .a 
IMrinc^ly revenue ; the father of Anastasia ; 
and once in Norway,, he would be unrivalled 
ihere in rank. 

The instruments of dignity and of hap* 
piness were therefore still in his hand : £1- 
fesif fondly believed that he would use them 
for the attainment of those blessings. She 
was happily ignorant of all that related to 
the administrator of Holstein ; and hearing 
no more of Colonel Muller, had forgotten 
his very existence. 

Anastasia on the contrary was well ac* 
quainted with every thing, and shared both 
her father's resentnieat and mortification. 
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The handsome person atnd vivid manners 
of the young bishop had pleased her daring 
their only interview; and his occasional cor- 
respondence! by more fully developing that, 
ardent character, and the impetuosity of 
his passbn for her, had awakened the only 
feeling of preference she had ever felt f or ^ 
any man. 

Without even fancying herself in love 
she wished to be his. wife; for she. liked 
himself, and she liked his sbvereign mnk 
still better. ^ In conformity with her father's 
advice she heightened the administrator's 
ardour by her reserve : this reserve, £blIow<- 
ing the touching passiveness with which she « 
bad listened to his personal addresses, an^* 
mated the Prince's perseverance by flatter- 
ing his vanity. Reserve was then her na- 
tural character he justly thought, and the 
fevourabfe impression he had made on her 
at first had surprized her out of it. 

Without suspecting the extent of Gount ' 
Lanvenheilm^s plans, and solely occupied 
with the hope of marrying a beauty^ whose 
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great domains hi Sleswick joined the 
duchy he might eventually inherit, the 
rash administrator suffered himself to read 
letters, wherein Anastasia assured him she 
would never marry a - man who preferred 
the interests of Sweden to those of Den- 
mark ; that in the existing state of affairs^ 
while he leaned so evidently towards 
Sweden, she couM not consent to be his> 
as that would be openly declaring for the 
suspected «iemy of a crown under which 
her father held-all his dignities. 

In short, she insinuated at length the 
wishes of her father, and the promises of 
the King, urging many arguments to prove 
that Holstein had been unfairly dismem^. 
bei-ed from Denmark; 

She added the success of . the Danes ia 
Schonen,. and the probable fall of the 
Swedish monai^cljy, (from the attacks of 
neighbouring powers, and the absence o£ 
ks king,) as reasons to shew that the ad-^ 
ninistrator might delay,, but could not;, preh 
irent> the Iossl of Holstein \ and that conse^ 

ii 
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q\iently it , would be wise in him to ma 
overtures for his nephew and for himsc 
by a secret arrangement with the coui:t 
Copenhagen. 

The letter in which Anastasia had tl: 
fully explained herself remained long i 
answered ; and before the administrator ( 
reply, the cfianges in the Danish cabr 
had transformed Count Lauvenheilm fri 
•First Minister into Governor of Ager-hu 

The circumstances attending this chai 
were soon learned by the administrat 
Toung and inexperienced as be was, 
knew how to make the most of them ; a 
ere Anastasia quitted Zealand, he wr 
merely to propose another interview 
Norway. , 

He that tempts the integrity of anoth 
invites the same temptation to hims< 
Count Lauvenheilm did not guess that wl 
he allowed his daughter to accede tot 
proposal, and arrange the mode of th 
meeting,' he was in fact running into 
snares of a luckier politician than himself 
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With the prospect of personally discus^ 
sing the interelts of their two sovereigns^ 
and in the visionary, hope of taking a mag- 
nanimous revenge on his King, by signally 
serving him after injurious treatment, Lau- 
venheilm silenced all expression of resent* 
ment, and prepared calmly for his depar* 
ture from Copenhagen. , 

Theodore's arrangements were few, but 
they were of importance to his feelings. He 
had to take leave of a truly excellent man 
and sensible' friend in Mr. Copersiad : he 
had to renew his infreaties and instructions 
to anypersbn that was likely to discover the 
retreat of Heinreich ; and he had ta pay a 
last visit to the burial place of his early 
instructor. 

On his arrival in Copenhagen, this spot 
had been the first one he had sought ; for 
with the mortal part of the professor had 
perished Theodore's remembrance of all 
those infirmities of temper which perhaps 
proceeded from the unhappy construction 
of his body : he now forgot both his cruel 
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suspicions and his unjust will, dwelling sol 
upon 'the solid advantages his careful 
struction had bestowed upon his mind. 

The rigorous frosts of February thre^ 
dreary gloom over the church«yard|as Th 
dore entered it to bid the cold remains of 
master adteu^ perhaps for ever. The h< 
thorns, he had planted were grown th 
and high, but they were jifeless, like I 
who slept under their shade : in the eye 
man ^' they seemed to die ;'' like him, tl 
were destined to revive in strength a 
beauty» 

Theodcn'e stood a long time near 
grave^ seriously and deeply reflecting, i 
uppn the insignificance of this brief ex 
ence, but upon its startling importan 
when compared with its short duration. 

From stich an epitaph as that which s; 
** Life is a jest, and all things show it," I 
he would have turned with horror. 

That life is no jest which allows at f 
thest but the scanty portion of ^' three sc< 
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years aiw^ ten" for the determinatioa of 
what we are to be through all eternity I 

That life is no jest which, according to 
the good or ill actions we perform in it, will 
give our immortal part either to everlasting 
bliss or everlasting anguish ! 

That life is no jest for which we are ac* 
coimtable, and which has been entrusted to 
us by the greatest, the best, and {he wiae^ 
of beings ! 

As we approach the darkness of the tomb^ 
the meteors of passion and imagination are 
extinguished ; the affections alone beam 
brighter and steadier: white we stand on 
the confines of the two worlds, we look 
with greater delight on those pure attach-^ 
ments^ in this^ which we hope to carry into 
another. 

Theodore's ambkion to be something be- 
yond his present (Condition, with his fanciful 
longfng for new ties of unknown kindred, 
BOW vanished from his eyes ^ but his affec* 
tion for DofrestQm and Catherine^ his de- 
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I votioh to Count Lauvenheilm, and his U 
deniess for Ellesif, never were so animate 
their beloved images mixed with the solei 

' ideas raised by the present scene, and th 
dear names were uttered in the prayer 
niurmured over the professor's grave. 

-Having thus acquitted himself of what 
believed a duty, Theodore went to-tj 
leave. of Mr, Coperstad. 

Their parting was a cause of mutual 
gret : a variety of small services, making 
in number what they wanted in weight, 1 
been so continually rendered him by 1 
worthy man, that the conviction of wa 
regard, rather than a stronger sense of o 
gation, animated' the esteem qf Theod 
into an absolute glow of affection^ 

Mr. Coperstad, in return, knew him 
indebted to the partial representations of 
young friend for the lucrative post he 
enjoyed; and this circumstance, added 
more intimate acquaintance with his end 
ing qualities, made him consider a sep 
tion from Theodore as a serious misfortt 
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^ He endeavoured to console himself by pro* 
'mising the most active enquiries after the 
|>oor wandering Heinreich. 

On returning home, to cotnplete his few 
remaining preparations, Theodore found 
every on^ cheerfully ready to undertake this 
' winter voyage except Madame Sau veur. 

That "poor lady was all fret and fright. 
Her good-humour was a delicate spirit that 
could not abide any thing btit gay parties, 
fine attire, and comfortable accommodation : 
her associates had yet . to discover that she 
was quite a different person in a ship and 
in a drawing-room ; in a sick gown and in 
a ball dress. 

It was so provoking to he torn from Co- 
penhagen in th6 very middle of the ball 
season ; to be transported into a country of 
savages ; to be forced to associate with 
merchants* wives, or not to associate with 
any one ; to have no court to follow, no 
courtier to flirt with, no xourt gossip to 
hear, and iio court milliner to scold; all 
these privations were beyond her patience 
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to endure. And when there was added 
this shocking list the real dangers and d 
comforts of a sea voyage, she believed hi 
self pri\aleged to complain to every bod 
and to rail at every thing. 

Fortunately, however, Madame la Ms 
quise hacl the character of childhood ; s 
was soon vexed and soon pleased : and 
EUesif took some trouble to convince h 
that society yfos really good at Christian 
that the noblemen holding high offices the 
would, with their families, make quite co] 
pany sufficient, without reducing her to t 
hateful association with merchants ; that t 
elegant inhabitants of the province m 
celebrated for balls and private theatrics 
she began to resign herself to the prospi 
of living amongst them with tolerable co 
posure. 

Theodore tranquillized her also on i 
subject of shipwreck, by assuring her tl 
he not only could swim but dive ; and t 
if he saw her go down he would folic 
and, as Hotspur s^th of drowned bono 
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*' jplu<:k her up. by the locks.'* Madame 
Sauveiir being unluckily in the habit of 
wearing borrowed ones, said nothing in re^ 
ply to this last promise, but silently deter- 
mined to wear her night-cap during the 
whple of the voyage. 

Count Lauvenheilm had never betrayed 
by any X)utward change the depth and ex- > 
Cent of his mortification at the loss of, his 
sovereign's favour* Till his final depar- 
ture from the villa, it continued to be, as 
usual, the resort of the best company, and 
the focus of the most elegant luxuries that . 
Europe afforded. He lived in tbfe same 
state and with the same splendour, as during 
his short ministry j and always the favourite 
of the people, still saw his carriage followed 
by the same crowds. 

To Theodore only had he shewed his real 
regrets ; but now recovering himself entire- 
ly, he discoursed solely upon his plans of 
future reform and improvements in the 
government to which he was going. 
His villa be lent to .a relation i and his 
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town-house he left under the care of s^r 
vants, in case . his^daughmrs might at an} 
time wish to revisit Copehhagen. 

When the party got into the carriages 
that were to convey them to Elsinore. 
Theodore could not refuse a sigh to the 
scene where he had been so happy. Hi 
awakened to a sense of his presumptuon^ 
affection, he had indeed been happy : thos< 
first few months had been an age of en 
chantment. ; 

EUesif wept ; and ^e wept more whei 
she cast a last look on that little plot of ston^ 
ground where Theodore had cuhi?ated th( 
flowers of Norway for her head and bosom 
but Theodore was not left behind, and wh' 
should Ellesif weep ? Alas ! if his heart ac 
companied not his person; if the attach 
ment she had once believed her own wa 
really the property of another, bettc 
would it be that on this spot they shoul 
part for ever. 
. The departure of Count Lauvenheilm 

VOL. II. I 
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family wa$ rather like a triumph thaa die 
commencemeat^xia^ journey. Muhitudes 
followed the carriage where he sat with 
Anastasia, to catch a last look of her beau- 
tiful &ce, or to pay their last obasance to 
their iaToiirite mmister \ many went to 
bless the departing steps of the beneficent 
miesif, kao^n best and loved most by the 
obscure and destitute ; and all that either 
wished the Count^s return^ or augured it 
from the incompetency of the person that 
now filled his place, thtonged round his 
carriages as they took the road to Elsinore^ 
with expressions of regret and expectation 
of his recall. 

They were not long detained at the sca^ 
port : the frigate that wa^ to carry out Count 
X4auvenheilm and his family was ready to 
sail) the wind was fayourable ; they got on 
board, and in defiance of Madame Sauveur's 
predictions, they reached Christiana in 
safety. 

It was impossiUe for the party to have 
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uiwed at> a time better calculated to ^v 
diem a favourable impression of their nei 
l^dence. The day of their arrival ws 
oiie of the brightest of their bright winter 
all' the principal inhatntants were going ( 
traineau to some great fesdval in the coui 
try, and the roadp, as well as the street 
were one scene of animated cheerfulness. 
: Madame Sauvenr admired the taste < 
the "ornamented sledges, their gay decor 
dons, the rich liveries of fhe servants, ar 
die glittering uniforms of the gentleme 
that guided them : she was charmed wii 
the I^Hiant appearance of Ae ladies, ar 
the elegance of the skaiters ; and was su 
prized to find, -.that instead of miserat 
rows of ruinous huts, peopled by bideo 
citriosities, she was absolutely in a we 
boilt city, adorned with noble edifici 
and thronged with civilized well-dress 



The eun was shining in the middle of 
sky as clear and as bhie as fiUesiTs eye 
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the air was full of lively sounds ; every- 
thing announced the meridian of that sea- 
son which gives new life to the inhabitants 
of northern climates. 

Theodore felt he was in Norway, and 
something like a feeling of being at home 
warmed his heart. Unconsciously he turned 
his eyes towards EUesif ; her's were fixed on 
him. She had been watching the rapid 
expressions of his face, and had seen with 
joy that no appearance of regret for any 
thing left behind was in his eager glances 
round. She blushed at meeting bis eyes, 
and she cast down her's without averting 
them. 

The next moment Theodore was by her 
side : his feelings were all hurry^ and ten- 
derness, and confusior^ : the hazardous eie^ 
ment they had ju^t encountered together, 
the removal from Apraxin, the stately re- 
tirement in which they were going to live, 
the very circumstance of .being, in Norway 
with her, seemed to give her to him com- 
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pletely : her blush and her downcast look 
finished his intoxication. 

He approached her, with his whole heai 
trembling on his lips ; but timely recollect 
ing himself, he checked its utterance wit 
a passionate sigh^ and remained silently he 
vering near her. 

Souls may touch when they meet noi 
even through the eyes ; for as Ellesif an 
Theodore walked from the carriages alon 
a grove to the government-house, thoug 
neither of them looked or spoke, each ws 
sensible to an emotion of delight and conf 
dence in each other's affection, which the 
had never felt before. 

With Theodore the feeling remained 
mth Ellesif it staid not. Ever uncertain < 
what she most wished, ever incapable c 
judging rightly when interested deeply, th 
next time that honour and reflection wame 
Theodore to resume his mask of coldnes 
she believed this delightful moment a deli 
sion, and herself the victim of a vain im; 
gination. 

13 
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But now in a glow of inward transport, 
foreseeing nothing but happiness, she fol- 
lowed her father into that noble and spa- 
cious mansion, which was hereafter to be 
the scene of so many eventful days. 



C m ) 



CHAPTER V. 

npHE Lauvenhdlm family were no soa 

settled in their new babitatioD, 
risits of the surrounding nobility no soo] 
paid and returned, than the Count propoi 
making a progress through his govemme 
He was at ^11 limes ^cerely and b« 
Tolently anxious for the happiness of eve 
person, whose happiness was in the le 
dependent upon him ; and his domiiK 
passion was now interested in the prosper 
of the Norwegians. Before he could u 
dertake any thing for their advantage, 
deemed it necessary to acquaint hims 
thoroughly with their situation; to tea 
what part of the executive govemme 
failed from imperfection in its original plai 
what nussed its aim by defect in the mo4 
of its application. 

< 4 
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He purposed travelling with no suite, and 
as little ostentfition as possible ; leaving 
Theodore at the seat of government, to 
examine the conduct of the persons he 
should depute to act in his short absence, 
and to send him faithful details - of their 
proceedings. 

• An urgent -letter from the adminis- 
tratpr of Holstein (then in Sweden), 
determined Count Lauvenheilm to make 
Anastasia the companion of his jouiv 
ney. On the* confines of the two king- 
doms a meeting might be effected between 
himself and the administrator, without dif- 
ficulty, or probibility of notice. He hoped 
then to over-rule that Prince's scruples, 
by slighter offers than had first entered into 
his speculations. Could be bring him to 
so desirable an acquiescence, he doubted 
not that his own sovereign woiikl eventually 
ratify all he might promise ; for the pro*^ 
gress qf the Swedes in repelling their in- 
vaders was iiow sb rapid, that Frederick's 
high tone . of succeeding by arms only, 
seemed likely to be soon lowered. 
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If, however, the admiDistrator rel 
to take an active part against Swedei 
to 'exchange honour for the glitten'nj 
ward of a lesser duchy for himself. 
Count determined upon no longer ris 
the loss -of bis alliance. 

The King of Denmark might be sec 
displeased, but it was im[>ossible for hii 
refuse his consent: the administrator 
neither his ally nor his enemy j ^he 
neutral in the contest between the nortl 
powers, and as such, though Denmark 
pected, she had no authority to accuse 
of bad faith. 

Happily for her father's comfort, A. 
tasia possessed neither extreme delicac) 
body, nor fastidious niceness of mind : 
thought it no hardship to go from the i 
tain elegancies of home to places of unt 
tain accommodation j to travel with o 
one waiting-woman, and to mix with [ 
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administrator, and nothing seemed dis* 
agreeable. - , 

As her father's business was chiefly with 
the larger masses of population, in the 
principal places of the goyemment, she 
had no fear of being dragged over aerial 
bridges, above fathomless waters, in search 
of romantic, inanimate beauties : she would 
travel safely, if not very smoothly ; and 
would return with the consciousness of 
having pleased her father, by displaying 
herself to the people of his government. 

Apprised of their Governor's intention, 
and informed by rumour of the wonderful 
beauty of his favourite daughter, even the 
retired inhabitants of Norway caught the 
enthusiasm of Copenhagen. They crowded 
from their vallies and their mountains, into 
the towns and villages, eager to watch the 
transit of this brightest of Planets. 

Madame Sauveur and EUe^f were left 
in Christiana. That was Theodore's sta- 
tion. Although occupied more than ever 
through the day with a multiplicity of bu- 
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siness, and fiiithfullj bending aU the p( 
of his mind to the discharge of tbe«e 
duties, it was imposubte for him to di 
attentUng his fair charges, on all those 
sons vhen some fiuniliar friend of the 
.tectkig sex is neceasstry. 

Intending -lo usurp him entirel^} Ma 
Ssuvear made him attend her to th 
parties they A-equented } riie contrlv 
have him in her train, wfaaierer excu: 
were to be made round the adjacoxt coi 
In fact, she succeeded in Icadag cor 
observers to believe that Theodore 
/oung man sbx sought to attach, and 
ike was not unwilUi^ to wear her c 
Af that means she removed from ] 
<ftioie observations which might hav< 
paraded her dissention. 

Stately as was thor present mode c 
it was so inferior to their pomp in Ze: 
that Ellesif loved to believe her very 
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herself as if l^ally zio lo&gdr the awfully 
elevated j^rsou she had been ; sporting 
with her supposed change of conttderation, 
and evidently wishing to familiarize Theo- 
dore with the same ideii. \ 

But Theodore's respect had increased in 
cptward show, since the family of CoQnt 
Laiivenheilm had lost some part of thdr 
Utle to the homage of others ; and in pro- 
portion to the increase of his present temp-' 
tat-ion to do otherwise, he fortified his 
resolution of condemning his passion to 
silence. ' 

The laudable efibrf was almost beyond 
his strength ; for he could no longer d^ 
ceive himself as to the nature of EUesif 's 
sentiments. Her feelings spoke through' 
her transj^rent countenance every time he 
entered, or addressed her, or approached 
another : her very attempts to conceal 
them, by heightening her confusion, dis- 
played them more clearly. An excess of 
timidity and of melancholy soon succeeded 
to the t^acipoxary ease and cheerfulness sb0 
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had displayed during their voyage ; 
his hardly*eamed distance increast 
dejection assumed a deeper shade. 

Madame Sauveur attributed Elles 
ness to regret at quitting Copen 
Theodore's melancholy abstraction 
anxiety about the enquiries going i 
in Spain. She herself was. begin] 
find Christiana bearable, the sledge 
delightful, and the ladies' eagem 
follow her feiltasdc fashions, quite 
fiig. 

Madame Sauveur was partly right 
conjectures respecting Theodore ; 1 
painfully anxious to . hear from Dof 
and from the Chevalier. In Spain 
could dawn a hope for him : were 
equal of Ellesif, so beloved as he v 
he;r father, and so fondly preferr 
herself^ where would be the rival hi 
fear ! 

As their present change of res 
would necessarily retard . the arrival ( 
letters from Dofrestom, the Coui 
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voluntarily offered to let Theodore go to 
Aardal, after his own return with Anastasia ; 
and Theodore waited for this enviable mo* 
ment, with scarceFy-disguised impatience. 
' EUesiPs feelings now took a new alarm : 
her wild imagination suggested that his 
eagerness to return home might be occa- 
sioned by attachment to some happier 
woman* All that had before mterested 
and perplexed her in his conduct might 
have proceeded from this cause. His sen- 
sibility in discoursing of love, and his fitful 
manner to her, might have two sources. 
Pity might prompt the glow of idndnest, 
preference of another his sudden chilk. 

While torturing herself with this plau- 
sible phantom, she sometimes soothed the 
anguish it occasioned, by dwelling on the 
equal probability of another solution <^ his 
conduct. Attachment to herself, but r^ 
pressed by gratitude and respect for the 
Count, and the hope of discovering through. 
Dofrestom's information and De Roye's 
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exertions, that he nuglu hereafter 
his passi(m without injuring his inte] 

But this la^ idea was the one 
dwelt on, merely because it was 
that which contained all she desire 
customed bjr comparison with Am 
consider herself as charmless, she fc 
many painful proofs that she had re< 
the contrary, in the persons of -se' 
tached and amiable mm ; and i 
for nothing beyond Theodore's he 
his sodety, she yielded herself u: 
misaable belief that she did not po 
one, and that she might soon be 
for ever of the other< 

Th^r mode of life in Ager-h 
not give much distraction to thougl 
kind. Their society was not nu 
it wanted the life and the graa 
which they enjoyed in Zealand, 
was much form and ceremony ami 
old, and great gaTety amongst the 
but the gaiety of the latter was it 
the result of mere animal spirits 
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thah the animation of the soul: and al- 
though it perfectly suited Madame Sauveur, 
and obtained amiable participation from 
EUeSsif, it could not do more than alter the 
exterior of her sadness. 

'Reading and the study of the heavtoly 
bodies became her chief pleasures, because 
these might be solitary ones. Till her re- 
sidence in Norway, she had only looked at 
the stars as at beautiful ornaments of the 
vast canopy above ; but the peculiar clear-^ 
ness and brighmess of the atmosphere at 
Christiana, by increasing ber tendency to 
contemplate the heavens, first gave her an 
inclination to know something of astro- 
nomy* 

In the early stage of their acquaintance, 
Theodore would have offered his services 
to instruct her, but now he was silent. 
He saw her poring over the books which 
contained the elements of the science, with 
a thrill of admiration at her thirst for 
knowledge, and a pang of regret, that be 
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dared not trust himself to be her 
Never had self-denial cost him so n 

He now watched the post, ever e^ 
that letter from Dofrestom which si 
not. A courier from Count Lauv( 
however, arrived, announcing hi; 
intention of being at Christiana ii 
days. The letter Was to Theodo 
having received it when alone, he 
communicate its contents to Mada 
veur and to Ellesif. 

The former was gone out with a : 
party ; and not finding the latte: 
common sitting-room, he ventured 
her in a little boudoir which she 
late employed herself in decorating. 

Theodore knocked lightly at tl 
and he thought her gentle voice b 
enter, but she had not spoken. He 
the room, and surprized her i 
though reading. At sight of 
started from her seat, and hastily s( 
wipe away her tears with some' ti 
her beautiful black hair, which no 
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If I would cease to love, each sense 

Must close, or- cease to be ; 
For all increase his influence. 

And none will set me free : 

Yet, Against the graces of his form, 

Did Heaven these eyelkis scar ; 
Did Wisdom in his accents charm 

In vain, this deadened ear ^ 

£re I could cease to love liim more 

Than ever man was lov'd, 
Mem'ry with all her treasured store, 

Must be at once remov'd ! 

Theodore read the stanzas again and 
again, with the same emotion as i£ they 
had been the absolute expression of Ellesif's 
own feelings. 

Forgetful of all that ought to have poi- 
soned his delight in the conviction of being 
thus beloved, he felt a dizzy joy, whicb 
for the moment precluded any other idea ; 
but the sound of approaching steps awaked 
him from his dream of transport, and has«. 
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The countenance of Dofrestom assure^ 
him that no fresh calamity brought him to 
Cbristi^iia. It was animated with the joy of 
seeing him. The good old man wiped off 
his glad tears, which flowed afresh* 

" I am so happy at finding you here," 
he exclaimed, " so surprised at it ! — - Pro- 
vidence is gracious to me* But, my dear 
boy, you do not look as you did with us : 
are you well ? is the Count still kind to 
you?" 

^^ Kinder than I can describe," replied 
Theodore, colouring, ^^ and I am quke 
welL You must con^der,. dear father, that 
miiie is a life of sedentary occupation, not 
one of bodily exercise ; so you must no£ 
fancy me ill, or ill treated, because I am 
paler and thinner than I used to be* But 
how is Catherine ? how ;^re all the good 
people of i\ardal ? and what has brought 
you to Christiana ?'' 

Dofrestom obeyed the gei^le impulse of 
Theodore's hand» which made him mt down, 
and satisfied by a second glance at his now 
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animated countenance, proceeded to gi 
the narrative of his journey and its ca 

Immediately after receiving the It 
.which Theodore had convinced hii 
powerful friends would interest ther 
in the discovery of his Spanish rel 
were any documents afforded then 
fr^tom bad no longer, as in forr 
stances, sought any other advice th 
which bis own heart prompted, but 
in search of the sailor he had last i 
Lavenger. 

His enquiries were ibr some da) 
less : at length accident threw a pe 
bis way who informed him that C 
left the sea-service, and' was set 
Christiana. 

Thither the excelloit Dofrestom. 
fiance of fatigue and impaired stroig 
termined to follow him. Anxious to ] 
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were indeed a fault, he meditated extending 
his journey to Copenhagen. 

The ivory box was now a sacred and im- 
portant deposit, which he would not trust 
to any other care than his own. ' That once 
delivered with his blessing to Theodore, he 
would return to Aardal, to wait the events 
and to pray that it might be fortunate. 

After discoursing with Carl, whom he 
found cheerfully eager to give his testimony, 
he proposed going with him for that pur« 
pose, to the Governor of the province.. 

An act of tMs kind, on which so much 
might depend, required solemnity and pub- 
licity, to give it full weight with the law- 
courts of another country ; and the name 
and sfeal of the governor of Ager^huus^ 
would stamp authenticity, upon the docu- 
ment. 

During their walk to the government- 
house, Dofrestom heard with surprise that 
Count Lauvenheilm was the new governor. 
Eagerly hoping that Theodore was in his 
suite, and overjoyed to think his journey 

14 
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ought be Aus happily shortened, he 
hurried on, found his hopes were true, 
leaving Carl in the hall of audience, 
followed the servant to Theodore's aj 
ment. 

*• And this, my child, is your mot! 
casket," said Dofrestom, removing a \ 
of cloth from the ivory box, which till- 
he had held fast in his hand. 

Theodore received, it from him wit 
undescribable emotion. *' My mother 
he repeated, and as he pressed this last 
of an atmost-forgotten parent to his qu 
ing lips, he leaned his face over it, to 
the tears that suddenly gushed from his  

Dofrestom's sympathizing heart resp( 
such feelings too much, either to rest 
or to seek to divert them. He kept si] 
a moment, then saying he would send 
away till a later hour, left Theodon 
awhile alone. 

Never, during his ' short life of si 
emotion, never had Theodore felt as hi 
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bly to decide his late ; what was to afiswer 
that important que^ioh upon which hong 
all his hopes of happiness and £Ile^f« 

The contents of tlrid casket woald telt 
him what his parents had been, and what 
he might be. Was he impatient to open 
that casket ? O no ! he dreaded to IHt the 
yeil that yet covered his destiny. 

He was still holding it in his hand, with 
a fixed and flushed look, when Dofrestom 
re-entered. Ashamed pf so much emotion, 
Theodore set down the casket, inquiri^ if 
it would open by the mere removal of the 
sealed band which Dofrestom had tied 
round it after its last examination. Dofres« 
iom replied by breaking the seal, and open- 
ing the casket. 

The sight of so many mmorials of his 
parents, renewed the a^tadon of Theodore ; 
he rose in disorder. ** Pardon me, dear 
Sir," he cried, " if I beg your permis»on 
to look at these things by myself. Let me 
send some one to shew you the house and 
the gardens, while I am reading these let- 
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tets. I shall then feel less uneasy ai 
yoa, and I will joiQ you the momei 
read them." 

Dofrestom thought little of the fi: 
ike was to see, but he was kindly de 
leavmg Theodore without restraii 
therefore Hgnified his cheerful assei 
proposal, and being given in ctiar^ 
. Jiouse>steward, left Theodore to a 
with himself. 

Never since these letters . had in 
jxodvei, and read by Donna Aurel 
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seemed once more to live, to' act, to speak 
from these letters. As Theodore alternately 
glowed and melted over the alterntte pa^ion 
and tenderness addressed to his mother; 
as he trembled with hope' and fear over 
many of the hopes and fears expressed by 
his father, he could with difEculty convince 
himself that all this emotion, this struggle, 
this combat with the ills of life, this transport 
in the enjoyment of the aflFections, this 
dread of losing it, this isensit^lity to joy and 
sorrow, were all buried in the stillness of 
death. ' . 

^* Ono !*' he exclaimed, raising his sur- 
charged eyes to Heaven, " not all buried ! 
this sensibility to love and joy, finds now 
millions of blisses, and of blessed spirits, to 
give it eternal exercise/' 
. The stile and the strain of these letters 
assured him that his father was of no com- 
mon Vank in lifi^, and that he was an elder 
son ; but he had to read many pages, be- 
fore he ascertained the quality of his grand- 
father. At the title .of Conde Roncevalles, 
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that title which. Ellesif had sportiveh 
for him, he laid down the papers, 
for some moments unable to proceet 

To find himself 'indeed of nobl 
the very thing Ellesif wished him to 
to have the interdict taken from hi 
and to be free to love her now, and 
to ¥nn her hereafter, — how was he 
support such a tide of transport ? 

His feelings could indeed bear iv 
Having ascertauied that which hi 
wished to know, he hastily returr 
papers to the casket, and locking it 
cabinet, after delaying a few mom 
he had recovered his aelf-commai 
went to join Dofrestom. 

The disordef of conflicting en 
partly pleasing, partly painful, was 
on his cduntenance. Joy, in this in 
could not be unmixed with regret, 
deprived of such a father ! and wl 
prived, to be so long debarred fro 
knowing that admirable parent's chan 

Something like censure 6f Dol 
K 3 
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came for an instant into his thoughts, but 
kinder and juster sentiments banished it.' 
Dofrestom had acted by the advice of per* 
sons deemed wiser than himself ; and if he 
had erred, it had been from too earnest a 
desire of saving his adopted son from the 
pain of disappointed expectations. 

Grateful to his early friend for having at 
least preserved this valuable testimony, with 
so much care, Theodore teas hurrying to 
seek him in the state apartments, reproach* 
ing himself for having left hjm so long to' 
others, when he heard the sweet voice of 
Ellesif. Like the first notes of the nightin-* 
gale in spring, that lovely .voice now thnlled 
tenderness and delight through his very 
soul ; for the day^'Star of hope was arisen^ 
and the dark cloud that had hung over bi$ 
prospects was dispersing fast. . 

He opened the door of the picture-gaU 
lery, and saw her standing by the side of 
Dofrestom, pointing out the beauties of a 
portrait of Anastasia. 

Her young and delicately-attired figure. 



coUEatted with the ruedc pUionet 
KDcrable decay of Dofrestom, foi 
more clurniiiig picture, in Theodore' 
thao that of the perfect creature she 
proudly exhibiting. 

He stood ail instant looking at 
and for the first time since be had fa 
conscious of loviog EUcsif, hia will c 
silence the expression of his fsux. 
had EUesif seen such a distinct avc 
fond admiration, as she saw in his eye: 
bejf& accidentally- turned, and met 
She blushed at their eKoression i she b 
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" I am so interested in my father's go- 
vernment," she added, ** and your vene- 
rable friend has had the goodness to answer 
sTuth a muhitude of my questions about the 
manners of the people !'* 

Theodore smiled at this little artifice^ for 
her hesitating voice and heightening colour 
confessed it was one. Ellesif was bom for 
truth ; and whenever she tried to conceal it, 
the ni-contrived deceit betrayed itself. 

Dofrestom had many grateful things to 
say, of the gracious young lady's kindness} 
she had shewn him every thing worth see- 
ing J had explained every thing ; and had 
condescended to hear him talk of what she 
knew was most pleasing to him, , of his 
humble home, and his adopted son. 

Ellesif had indeed drawn from the old 
man many interesting anecdotes of Theo- 
dore's early ye^rs. Each anecdote was an 
additional testimony of his superiority over 
all the men she had ever known, ^nd she 
laid them up in her heart as treasures for 
thought. 
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Theodore was scarcely able to con6i 
thanks for her goodness, to the cor 
forms of respect : belonged to tell her 
he received it as a flattering compUmi 
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^ 1 have discovered the condition of my 
grandfather/^ he replied, breathing ^rt 
and interrupted; then pausing, and resuming 
with an air of forced liveliness, to veil his 
extreme emotion ; ^^ I am fortunate enough 
to belong to the {amily whose name pleased 
you so much : my father was the son of a 
Conde Roncevalles." 

EUesif did not answer ; but the sudden 
glow that coloured her very neck, shewed 
her sympathy with his feelings. After a 
moment's pause, as if by tacit consent, they 
hastened to the side of Dofrestom* Ellesif 
forgetting that by this silence she expressed 
her own interest in the discovery, 'and 
Theodore unconscious that she had left any 
diing unsaid. 

After so long a separation,'* she said, 

you must have a thousand things to say 
,to each other, so I will leave you. I know 
if my father were at home, he would be 
happy in this opportunity of returning your 
venerable friend's hospitality j therefore, I 
px^y you^ Senor Guevara, to make the 

12 






THB RECE.USB OF STO&VAT. 

IiOHse agreeable to him while tie can  
Christiana. Madame Sauveur and 
out to-day, but you wUl order diiu 
your own hour." She accompanit 
speech and her graceful curtesy w 
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filled with moisture. " Well, you love 
xnc*i dear boyi" he exclaimed, ** and I 
have made you happy this morning ; what 
should I wish for more ? But every time I 
rcfjoice, there comes a something across my 
mind — - a weight upon my heart — a sort 
of reproach of myself for being glad, when 
I; don't know what^nay be the fate of my 
poor prodigal/* 

Theodore's bright looks were immediately 
dimmed. He entered into the sad father's 
feelings, with a son's sympathy for hinv 
and a brother's sorrow for Heinreich. . But 
alas, he had nothing cheering to tell ! — 
he coifld only repeat every argument for 
hope and consolation ; detail the past and 
promised exertions of various travellers wh» 
had undertaken to enquire for hfm; and 
assure Dofrestom, that whatever Providence 
might make of his Theodore, wherever he 
might be carried, he would always find m 
him a grateful and dutiful son. 

Dofrestofh silently indulged an interval 
of bitter jgrief ; then wipmg his eyes, smiled 
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V 

He described the Count's unwearied 
kindness, and his own increasing enthu- 
siasm for him, with a vivacity quite new to 
his generally-repressed manner: and not 
daring to rest on the praise of Ellesif alcxie, 
he said of both sisters what his heart said 
only of one. Even Madame Sauveur's 
portrait assumed many charms under his 
delighted pencil : so that Dofrestom, with a 
^mplicity that doubted not the excell^ce 
of others, exclaimed, " Blessed be God, 
my child, you are fallen into a family of 
angels !'* A deep shade then darkened his 
brow, and Theodore was painfully conscious 
that the poor father was sadly contrasting 
the fates of the two youths he had reared 
with equal care. 

After their social dinner Theodore pro- 
posed going to Carl ; his t^timony would 
not be formally required till Count Lauven- 
heilm's arrival ; yet he was eager to see the 
Bailor again, and to thank him for that in* 
terest in his fortune which Dofrestom said 
he testified. * 
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As diejr were returning from this 
visit, ElteaTs carriage passed then 
boved and smiled graciously to Doi 
who stood respectfully holding his b 
off his thirk trrev locks. ' She con 
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There was a pensive composure on the 
fine counteijance of Theodore, a sweet 
shroudedness in his eyesj_ as he raised them 
to the passing carriage, which spoke that 
heavenly calm vi^ich follows strong emo- 
tions of joy, Ellesif saw the expression 
clearly ; but as he cast down^his eyes again, 
Madame Sauveur exclaimed. 

*' Ah the pauvre Gar g on ! See how 
ashamed he is of being with that tremen- 
dously strange figure ! Mon Dieu ! How 
can the old person make such an object of 
himself! The whole street will be in an 
uproar in a moment/* 

*' My dear Marquise/* replied Ellesif;. 
*' don't we every day see peasants from all 
quarters of Norway? What is there so un- 
couth in that venerable old man*s dress ? . 
To me it is quite characteristic and re- 
spectable." 

" Quite proper for him, of course,'* 
answered Madame : " but the horror, the 
wonder is, his going about with a person 
of Senor Guevara's elegant appearance.** 

5 
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In the first he found the history of the 
second : tliey were all presents from Don 
Balthazar, and had some touching circum* 
stance connected with their existence. One 
of them was an ornament for the breast; a 
little guittar of gold filagree, so exquisite, 
in its workmanship, that it might have 
passed for the lute of a fsary. The letter 
in which it was mentioned alluded to Donna. 
Aorella's skill on her national instru:ment, 
and described its eflfect upon her lo v^r, in 
such terms as Theodore's heart had oftea^ 
addressed to the voice and harp of E^lesifr 

Having" gone through the letters written 
before their marriage, he perused with stitl 
livelier interest those which followed it. 
They began some months after their union, 
when his father was in Navarre seeking a 
reconciliation with the'Conde Roncevall«s. 
Many passages alluded to their mutual soli- 
citude for the birth of an infant, to which 
Donna Aurelia*iooked forward with the 
hope that such an event might reconcile the 
Conde, Theodore did not hesitate .to be* 
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liere this inhnt was himself : but \ 
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What had been clear to Donna AureHa> 
to one acquainted with e\riery circumstance 
or personage mentioned by her husband, 
was obscure to Theodore. However, after 
repeatedly bringing back bis truant thoughts 
as they wandered from the investigation of 
certainties into endless conjecture, he fixed 
them securely upon these facts. 

Don Balthazar had alienated his family by 
refusing to ratify an engagement made- for 
him by his parents, with the daughter of 
the Marquis^ St. Estevan ; and as an attach- 
ment to Donna Aurelia had caused his dis« 
obedience, his subsequent union with her 
had never received their sanction.. 

It appeared that she was a, portionless 
orphan destined for the veil, and that her 
renunciation of a religious life had rendered 
her kindred as hostile to the union as those 
of Don Balthazar. 

After unsuccessfully seeking employment 
at l^ome, hp had accepted an honourable 
post in the Havannah ; and his last letter 
announced this appointment, and suggested 
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Utm'm^ 'their little Elvira under the c 
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fine texture, and delicate colour, retumed 
it into the locket, and tied them together 
round his neck. 

- So much of delightfully uni^pected in- 
formation was in the lett&rs he had read; 
so many proofs that his parents were worthy 
to be loved and honoured as he wished to 
honour them ;' and so greatly did these cir- 
cumstances' heighten the moumfulness of 
the catastrophe' by which they perished, 
that it was impossible for Theodore to think 
of sleep. 

When he had restored his new treasures 
to their casket, he sat down in a vidndow,. 
overlooking the town, and mused away 
the night. 

The city itself, rounding the beautifttl 
bay', was in deep shadow ; but the water 
was a sheet of light ; it reflected the hea- 
vens, bright with myriads of stars ; and the 
moon, adding her lustre to that o( tke stars, 
rested on the snow-topped Alps thai lower- 
ed in the distance. 

The solemn stillness with which so mmj 
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^worlds were performitig their 
course, the magnificent calm of tl 
deep, the profound repose of th( 
tbk tnuiquiiUty of so many sublime 
when coatrasted with the tumult, 
lessness of his single being, had so 
awful in it. ^^ Rebelliqus spirit o 
he exclaimed, ^^ in this majestic su 
of the universe, darest thou alon 
obedience to the lawjs of the gre 
tor!" ^ 

Struck with a sense of his o\» 
tience, his mind gradually subdi 
importunate longing after those ev( 
were yet to come. He thought i 
his present causes for thankfulne 
though his eyes were still tearfu 
fixed them on the cloudless sky, 
and filial love, scarcely sullied witl 
were the sources of these sacred di 

While gazing on the bright < 
tions above, he fancied that he h 
munion with the spirits of his par< 
mother seemed to bend her beaute 
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from the clotid, like a fair but watry rain- 
bow, promising him a futurity of blessings ; 
while the sacred voice of his father arose 
to tell him that such blessings must be pur* 
chasQ^ by a life of Christian excellence. 



( SI7 ) 
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resolution to leave them, without lingering 
to •see EUesif. . 

' Madame la Marquise had undertaken no 
easy task. To amuse a person who had the 
simpllbity without the ignorance of a moun- 
taineer ; who was too sensible to find much 
pleasure from mere objects of sight, and 
too sincere to affect the enjoyment he did 
not feel, was almost impossible to her*^ 
But in truth, Madame 3auYeur ohly thought 
of entertaining herself ; and when she saw 
respectable manners, and heard judicious 
remarks, instead of laughable absurdities, 
and clownish exclamations, she was quite 
angry at herself, for having taken the 
trouble of collecting such a number of 
Parisian knick-knacks, to shew a man that 
would not be thunderstruck. ^ 

A parrot called from her timerpiece, and 
a canary su^g in her snu(F-box^ and a 
pistol went oflF from the lock of her jewel- 
case; nay, the jewels themselves blazed in 
every form her hands could place. them in } 
but none of these wonders extorted more 
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than moderate surprize and attendon £ 
Dt^restom. 

He was Tcry grateful for the Iady*sg' 
aess; but when nobler productions of 
Wa'e offered by Ellesif, be could not f 
equal ^admiradoa of Madame Sauvt 
baubles. 

Bad taste, like vulgarity, is the growl 
dties, not of shades ; they have both 
same origin, — an erroneous idea of ' 
our superiors adnure, or do. The artle: 
habitant of solitudes, on the contrary, 1 
up to no dictator, follovs the impuls< 
admiration and nature, feels the beat 
as exqui^tely as the tutored coi^nois 
and is as little deservmg of ridicule ai 
most accomplished courtier. 
- A collectibn of small alab^^er c 
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remarked this to £Uesif,.as she was shewing 
him a beautiful copy of an Endymion ; hav- 
ing often observed the resemblance herself, 
she heard Love's judgment confirmed, with 
flushing delight, 

EUesif afterwards sung to him; her 
touching voice deepened the effect, of the 
music: Dofrestopi was at first painfully 
, affected ; but seeing his agitation, and 
guessing its cause, she changed the air into 
a foreign march, and continued to play 
such music only as.it was not likely ^e had 
ever heard, or could associate with past 
scenes. 

By insensible degrees she ceased to play, 
a^d at Ja^t woni her auditor into conversa- 
tion. 

: From ilie history of his own early ad* 
Y.entures, the transition was easy to that of 
Theodore. This was. a;theme as dear to 

« 

her who listened, as to him that talked ; 
aad Dofreston^'s heart, completely opened 
by the sweet iagenuousness of Ellesif^ while 
dwelling on the virtues of his adopted son. 
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glided into the narrative of his own < 
misconduct. 

Madame Sauveur had 6dgetted < 
the room during their discourse, ai 
was - hsppily .absent when the old 
tears drew answering drops down the 
of Ellesif. 

Left thus alone with him, Ellesif 
shew the sympathy she would otht 
have feared to display before anothei 
ever too sensitive to opinion, she di 
to display before acute Observers, tha 
der interest which she felt for the hui 
individual connected with Theodore. 

'Her gracious sympathy, flatter^ 
artless old man } she had ^e^des 
soothing words to say, and many ind 
excuses to make, for his misguide 
In short, her kindness was itself a 
and Dofrestom, without intention, i 
pensed all her kindness, by ccmipari: 
pitying ^ture to that of Theodore. 

The parallel was ^sweet to the ear 
lesif -f for now complete knowledge 
*■ 3 
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rare excellence she had so lately but gues- 
sed at in part, heightened her t^iderne^s to 
an enthusiasm, which nearly deified its object. 

Isfever till now had she heard of the Pro- 
fessor's ungenerous conduct at his deaths or 
-of bis tormenting temper during his life: she 
knew him in the conversation of Theodore', 
^nly as the enlightened philosopher, and 
generous preceptor. 

How touching was this pious respect of 
the dead ! How admirable this gratitude ! 
How ennobling those humble occupations 
to which this self-denying young man had 
willingly stooped for the ' sake of his first 
fi^iendsj 

Great motives exalt lowly deeds : Theo- 
dore was greater in her eyes, thus sharing 
in the labours of the ^ husbandman and 
herdsman, than if seated on a throne, and 
wielding the destinies of nations. 

EUesif now delivered herself up to the 
delight of admiring him she loved) without 
that painful fear of loving indelicately be- 
cause singly, Yi^hich had so lately harassed 
her. 
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Erer d^ndent for her happbess 
the iQ&iHwr of Theodore, she had 
from despair to certaiaty, and was nc 
doctly sen^ble of those h<morable n 
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. warmth ; and when he heard the particu- 
lars of what had thuS' brought hioi so far 
from home> his surprize and pleasure were 
expressed in animated term^. 

After this» Carl's deposition was formally 
taken and affixed to the statement of Do« 
frestom ; copies were made of this testimo- 
nial« and of that which Dofrestom had 
executed at the time of protesting against 
the register of Theodore's name for the^ 
militia. The Count himself binder took to 
forward duplicates of them to Madame 
Ursini, while Theodore was to send other 
copies to Gaston de Roye. 

If the answers through either of these 
channels were favourable — if, in short, 
the state of alFairs in Spain were sufficiently 
settled to make a legal investigation practi- 
cable, the* Count promised to forward 
Theodore's journey thither, without con-' 
sideration of his own loss in his services. 

These arrangements were no sooner 

^ completed than Dofrestdm became anxious 

to return to Catherine : his heart was 
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alarm, as if he feared to have betrayed 
iRrhat he revolved. 

But the abstraction into which he f^U 
during his hours of relaxation, never fol- 
lowed him into scenes of public business. 
From the moment of Theodore's arrival in 
Ager-huus, till his departure some months 
afterwards, he neyer ceased admiring ih6 
activity, zeal, and luminous views of his 
noble friend. 

Indeed the Count^s paternal care reached 
to the remotest part of his government; 
he was as patient in the investigation of 
grievances as prompt in their redress : 
imp(artial in all his judgments ; as acces- 
sible to the humblest artizan or peasant as 
to the highest officer ; liberal of his bounty 
as of his time, and parsimonious of the 
latter only to his own pleasures. 

The^Count had exercised one strain off 
magnificent habits and exalted duties dunng 
his shoit ministry in Zealand ; but in 
Ager-huus, far from affecting his former 
splendour, he evidently sought to perform 
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die dudes of his high station, witt 
plicity that might avert scrutiny. 

. In Ager^huus a variety of new c 
called forth powers of mind and 
of heart which had n0 room for e: 
at a court; and Theodore soon 
bim as great in the minute details 
vincial business, as in the grand 
the Danish cabinet. 

His own share in this active us< 
was really equal with that of the C 
for both ability and inclination led 1 
the same paths* 

Every private complaint or re[ 
tion was first made to him ; and 1 
rally informed himself completely 
merits of each case, ere he laid thei 
the governor. 

Countess Anastasia had retui 
beautiful as ever: more beautifi 
persons thought, because they had 
long without seeing her; and vn 
father had lost in elegant playfuin 
had gained in animation. 

L 6 
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Though she also fell into fits of musing, 
it was evident that none but agreeable 
images vi^ted her day dreams. Sb0 said 
some gracious words to Theodore on hear- 
ing that he possessed certain proofs of his 
noble birth ; and from that moment both 
she and Madame Sauveur faikd not to 
speak of him as the grandson of a Spanish 
grandee. 

After the Count had got through the 
snass of business which had accumulated 
during his absence, he estpressed i desire 
to see some of Don Balthazar's letters. 

EUesif wished to read them, and Theo- 
dore as earnestly longed for her participa- 
tion in the delight with which he contem* 
plated the character of his father y but 
neither of them had the courage to give 
expression to their wishes. 

Ellesif was the only additional person in 
her father's library, when the Count pre- 
pared to look over these interesting docu- 
ments. 'She rose to go. ^< Stay, Ellesif," 

5 
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said her fether, " I dare say Gi 

have no objection to your remain 

£llesif did not require a secc 

tion^ an eloquent suffusion on '. 
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for her downcast eyjes, in the trinkets of 
the casket. 

Having read two or three with great 
attention, the Count paused. '^ If your 
grandfather be still living/' he said^ *^ I 
wish he may be attached to the French 
party, because in 'that case, the interference 
of Princess Ursinl might be of use to in* 
fiuence his conduct. You must not expect 
your path to be oyer roses, Guevara. I 
foresee a good deal of difficulty from this 
old Condi's inflexibility to your father, -^ 
and you must prepare for it. I would still 
advise you not to be precipitate, but stay 
quietly here, till some one else has seen the 
Conde Roncevalles, and sounded his incli- 
nation for or against acknowledging your 
claims/' 

*• I fear I am much too wiffing to remain 
where lam!" replied Theodore, scarcely 
seeking to hide >the nature of his emotion. 
^* My" heart seems to want no other home^ 
*»<- and if I thought that in going to seek 
a name and a station, even kindr£d9 in 

8 
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another country, I was to lose 
did not venture to Bnish the 
the tone of his voice sufficienth 



\ 



334 THE RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 

The words, " tfeere are as surfc bonds 
of union as that of passing our lives toge* 
iher,** was still vibrating in the ear of 
each : both of them found in that natural 
expression, an occult meaning which fiat* 
tered their jove and its hopes, but neither 
ventured to speak. 

Ellesif continued examining the trinkets 
without, seeing what she looked at, growing 
more agitated, as she felt the palpitation of 
her heart and the colour on her cheek 
increase at every breathing. Without 
courage cither to leave the room or tq 
encounter a possible declaration of what 
she longed, yet dreaded to hear, she tried 
to ask sonie trivial question, and in doing 
so, raised her eyes to Theodore's. All 
that the fondest, purest love can ever utter, 
was then speaking from those of Theodore : 
their expression kindled as they continued 
fixed on her. Ellesif turned away in disk 
order, and unconscious of what she did, 
took up a plain gold medallion froia tke 
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he covered it again, and hastily retreated ^ 
to a wmdow. 

Hb had left the medallion on the table : 
Ellesif took it up ; and as she looked on 
the interesting lineaments of persons whose 
union had been so perfect, and whose fiate 
had been so melancholy, a flood of tears 
fell from her eyes« Her heart had before 
been softened to more than its usual tender* 
ness, by the visible display of Theodore's 
attachment, and by the romantic imagina«> 
tions which her father's words had raised ; 
the resemblance of Don Balthazar's picture 
to his son, joined to the dismal thought pf 
his fate, completed the overthrow of her 
self<^command, and she sobbed aloud as sh^ 
continued to weep. ' 

At so affecting a proof of her sympathy, 
Theodore hurried towards her : no longer 
occupied with any thing but herself, he ut- 
tered some broken (sentences of gratitude 
and qoncem for having thus agitated hen 
She rose mbjXt endeavouring to apswer him. 
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Theodore alone, looking^at the. picture so 
luckily discovered, he required no furtheir 
explanation of the emotion in which he 
fpiind him. 

^ After a thorough diiscussion of what re- 
lated- to his young friend's Spanish connec* 
tionsy the Count fell into a profound reverie ; 
he sighed often, and deeply* Theodore 
looked at him with tender- and respectful 
concern* 

^^ I understand that look, my dear Gue-^ 
vara," said the Count, stretching out hi$ 
hand to him : ^^ you are anxious to know 
what makes me unhappy/* 

" If you are unhappy, my lord,'* replied 
Theodore, " would to God it were in my 
power to remove the cause." 

Count Lauvenheilm answered by a me- 
lancholy smile; but his eyes remained 
glazed with tears, and as fixed and sad as 
before. — Theodore sighed. 

*M am afraid of myself, Theodore," 
said the Count suddenly ; " they will force 
me out of my duty. I am studiously mor« 
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tified by the master' I once served 
fully ; cruelly traversed in ail ray 
my pow^ abridged by arbitrary c 
my hands tied in every thing.'* 

He stopped frequently during 
jointed speech ; and Theodore but il 
stood what was meant by its first sei 

** Surely, my lord/* he observec 
King cannot be long deceived by yc 
mies: the triumph of falsehood h 
^)ort : bear with these painful sligh 
Bttle while ; persevere in your pre 
nourable exertions for this neglec 
vemment, and be sure that you ' 
eventually repaid by the return c 
sovereign's confidence." 

^* Yes, I have powerful enemies 
the Count, and then he stopped : — 
I shall never be what I have been ; ; 
not in Denmark. This veVy momir 
ten minutes ago, I have been cut 
heart by the King's unkindness t the < 
I went out to, brought me a positive 
to discharge that brave old officer wh 
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mands the cit^eL Tou know how clear 
his character came out from the malici6us 
accusation preferred against him at Copen- 
hagen : my 2eal in the cause of justice has 
ruined him. In the very face of positive 
evidence, the court insist on believing him 
guilty ; and the order for his dismission is 
accompanied with a hint to myself that I 
aim at too much popularity/' 

" Good God! what injustice," exclaim- 
ed. Theodore; " active benevolence like 
yours, my lord, seeks not faihe, but must 
find it. Let your enemies compare Ager* 
huus now with what it vrzs only three 
months ago : let them go into the remotest 
tillages -^ let them come into the courts of 
Christiana.—- Aim at popularity ! — you aim 
at making - a people happy and prosperous, 
who have hitherto been left to ruin and to 
dfilict each other." 

Theodore's vehement indignation had 
hurried him into a strain of praise which his 
delicacy made him blush to have indulged : . 
Iie,i?ecollected himself^ and was silent. . 
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The Count was gratified with I 
^< Tou would not condema ine t 
asked, " were the perfidy, the w 
fronts, . the ba^e suspicions of an u 
court, to drive me What clai 

duty has a counfry that spurns 1 
Why am 1 thus to crouch imder 
Ought I tamely to see myself mod 
the name of governor, of this no 
vince, and reduced ^int6 a mere 
moving by the will of others ?" 

The Count spoke in a hurt 
smpthered voice^ smd his cheek | 
temately pale and red. 

Theodore had never seen him S( 
^fore : he had indeed never imagi 
capable of such flaming re$entmei 
character was then different from 
seemed : it was evidently of a mon 
ful frame than Theodore had beei 
tomed to consider it : it was not : 
prized of beauty ; something of th 
terrible sublime,—- the sublime of pi 
seQsibility, heightened its interest*. 
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. Surprized ;md deeply afiected, Theodore 

[stood for a while sQently looking at him, 

striving to recollect distinctly what the 

Count had said, and to understand why he 

felt alarmed. . 

A transient thought^ of/ Coriolanus ili 
ancient days, and of the Constable Bourbon 
in later ones, troubled hfe mind : but driv- 
ing awayahe suspicion and the pang to- 
gether, he ssid with emphaisis, " You i;an 
never be a puppet, my dear lord ; no wilt 
but your own can more yOur heart either to 
good or ilL Go on as you have begun, atkl' 
put your enemies to sil^ice by your actions : 
the more your benevolent plans are fra« 
versed,. the greater will be your glory in 
conquering opposition, and affecting the 
prosperity of Ager-huus. Nay, if you do 
not succeed; if all your exertiops are frus- 
trated by secret artifice or open tyranny, 
you will still have the proud consciousness^ 
of havkig repaid ingratitude with benefits/' 

^' Romantic, admirable, excellent Gue- 
vara !'' exclaimed the Count, much af- 
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bang upon those of his patron with painful 

interests 

The Count rose suddenly from his seat : 
he held out his hand. " Guevara/* he 
said, " your affection is dear to me : it is 
almost necessary to my self-esteem : I would 
not forfeit it; but there are insults that 

madden the very heart* If I fail under this 

• 

trial ; if I slacken those fruitless exertions 
you would animate me to j in short, if I 
prove less than you think me, may I believe. 
}pu will love, you will follow me still ?** 

Theodore was at his patron's feet, and 
moistening bis hand with tears, ere he was 
conscious of the ardent jiction. "Through 
prosperity or adversity — over the world will 
* I follow you, my lord,'* he exclaimed j 
•* you can do nothing that is not honour- 
able—go no where, where the blessing of 
Heaven will i^iot shadow yoa !'* 

Count Lauvenheilm 'stifled a groan as he 
raised hinx. 

** Rash promise !'* he exclaimed, looking 
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vith anguish on his kindled counti 
*• but fear it not ; I will never cla 
your ruin. If I fall, I will not di 
down with me ; but if Tl rise, may y 
tunes but depend on me, and for t 
ling attachment, so above all meas 
I reward you!" 

The Count's face was bright wit! 
aasm as he broke off, while Theod 
thrilting in every vein with the moi 
thought of Ellesif. 

** Tell me, Guevjuii," resumed thi 
jQ a more temperate tone, ** woi 
blame me if I should renounce a siti 
which I see all the fair blossoms 
provement that I have been so c 
nursing suddenly blighted by ty 
commands ; would you blame me if] 
abandon my own country^ and enter ; 
freer space of usefulnees in another 

*• Certainly not, my lord," repliet 
dore; *' though I should lameni 
perhaps, not hiqent  ■" He bj 

M 3 
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abruptly, for a delightful vision of Spatn- 
and Princess Ursini, through whom Count 
Lauvenheilm might possibly reach power in 
Spain, passed before him. 

Unhappy Lauvenheilm, unwilling to scru- 
tinize the sort of deceit he was practising 
with himself, in thus obtaining by an im- . 
perfect statement Theodore* s sanction of 
what would have shocked him had it been . 
fairly represented, he avoided a fuller ex- 
planation, by ending the conversation. 

** You have seen more of my heart this 
day, Guevara, than I ever before shewed to 
any man," he said, gathering up the con- 
tents of the casket : " the confidence will 
be sacred with you, 1 am certain. -Let us 
separate ; I wish to recollect my scattered . 
self: we will meet again presently/* 

Theodore put his lips to the hand that 

gave him the casket, and retired. 

. The inipression of this extraordinary 

scene remained for many days as fresh as at 

the time of its acting on the mind of Theo- 
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dore : it heightened his enthusiasm 
noble benefactor, by deepening his 
for him* A' vague apprehension < 
temptation assailing his integrity, ga 
der character to that interest : and n< 
Count Lltuvenheilm, in his proudi 
of power, and honour, and untamt< 
tude, enjoyed the attachment of so 
a heart. 

O that he had leaned on that 
heart entirely ! Had he ingenuousl) 
the temptations that assauhed him, 
dorr's influence would have fixed' 
tering virtue : but the moment, pass 
touched the slippery verge, and, < 
dining, what super-human hand o 
rest his descent. 

There are epochas in most men's 
peculiar action and peculiar repos 
portant events come in crowds at oi 
and at others we forget that existenc- 
thing but a monotonous return of < 
Tiight. 

M 3 
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This i?ras the thronging period of Theo^ 
dore*s* history. A packet of letters from 
Gaston de Roye, which had made a tedious 
round fropn Spain to England, from thence 
to Copenhagen, and so on to Christiana, 
came to the Govfernor's : it contained pre- 
sents for the three ladies, and a long epistle 
for Theodore. 

The Chevalier wrote with the same care* 
less rambling ease as he talked ; and detail- 
ed tlie most interesting events, or expressed 
rhe kindest feelings with as much levity as 
he would have used in jesting with Madame 
Sauveur; but, through all this, Theodore 
saw sterling regard for himself, and gathered 
important information. 

, Gaston de Roy^ had ascertained that the 
eldest son of the Conde Roncevalles, with 
his wife and child, had been supposed to 
perish by shipwreck in the year 1692 : the 
Condd's only rMiaining son (Who was pre- 
viously mtirried, and at that time a widower) 
died of a fever some years afterwards, leav- 
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itig a youth of thirteen to inherit the title 
and estates* 

But the Cond^ wras^ still living, and this 
boy (known by the name of Don Jasper 
(Guevara) was grown into manhood. De 
Roye could not learn further particulars of 
the family, as they were all attached to the 
Bourbon party, holding such as adhered to 
the House of Austria in perfect abhorrence. 

He lamented this last circumstance with 
much real concern, though in gay language t 
for he was confident in the belief, that the 
treaty of partition then recurred to by 
Louis XIV. would be finally concluded, and 
Philip V. be unhinged, or reduced to the 
lesser crown of the Two SicHies ; of course 
such of the Spanish nobility as had espoused 
the side of Philip, would eventually suffer 
from the resentment of the Archduke. 

Theodore was imperfectly acquainted 
with the merits or rights of the two claim« 
^ntsj for the Count, who leaned to the 
French party, and De Roye, who hastily 
advocated the Austrian, so rarely allowed 

M 4 
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the truth of each other's narrations when 
they stated the grounds on which their 
- respective favourites proceeded, that it was 
-impossible for him not to suspend his 
judgment. 

Inclination, however, biassed him to- 
wards Philip ;. the magnanimous character 
,of that prince's young queen, and his 
tender atta.chment to her, (which only the 
^ture-developement of its earthly nature 
could render worthless,) made Theodore 
hear of his declining success with real 
concern. 

Theodore rarely thought .of self-interest ; 
^d forgetting that his family's fortunes 
nught fallwith that of the French Prince, 
he was pleasod to leant that they espoused 
the cause to vvhidi he wi^ed well. 

Although his grandfather's severity to 
Don Balthasar might have corrected the 
error, be could not help imaginmg his 
old age must be venerat^e and endearing;. 
Mx that period in which the soiU iooks into 
another world for all its hopes and &ars. 
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Sauveur unthinkingly suggested that shte 
might be dead. 

Anastasia's conjecture appeared the most 
prabable j that she was either living with 
her mother's relations, or had married, or 
had taken tHe veil, and therefore not 
known to the Chevalier. 

Theodore's heart was quieted by the 
first conjectures, but pained by the last. 
As he recurred to the letter, the names of 
persons whose existence had been till now 
unknown to him^ made his kindrefd so 
completely present, that he felt his former 
passionate eagerness to visit Spain return 
with double force. 

With this yearning of nature was mixed 
the fond hope of acquiring that undisputed 
lank which could alone entitle him to ask 
the hand of Ellesif : yet, earnestly as he 
unshed to go, careless as he was of encoun- 
tering the shock of contending parties, he 
could not leave Count Lauvenheilm in his 
present disturbed state of feelings. 

Princess Ursini was now the person to 
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In the presence of the objects beloved, 
each word, each look embodies the mo- 
ment in which they are admired ; and as 
^ memory thrills over their recollection, a 
few short hours* appear to have contained 
a life of transport. 

Freed from the restraints imposed by 
scrupulous honour, Theodore no longer 
$ought to hide the nature of his sentiments 
for Ellesif : but though desirous that they 
should be seen and commented on by the 
Count, his natural fastidious delicacy, ia 
all that related to his own feelings, still 
• threw a veil over their expression. 

Attracted by the harp and voice, or by 
the conversation of Ellesif, he would hover 
round her while she played or sat at work j 
but if another eye looked twice at him^ a9 
if ashamed of indulging in so much delight, 
he would hastily retreat. 

Ellesif meanwhile, all abandoned* to 
rapture, thought of nothing, heard nothing, 
saw nothing but Theodore^ Engaged in 
listening to hini or in observing the soft 
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gracefulness of his movements, 
not space in her mind for any c 
Whether friends or enemies m 
devotedness, she neither knew noi 
for her love was justified to herse 
the merit of its object} and Us 
equal attachment. 

She saw Anastasia still the w 
gaze of multitudes, she witness 
travagant pasaons her beauty es 
heard on eternal murmur of admii 
entreaty surround her steps : b 
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That sentiment which grasps eternity, 
which pants for its dearest union in this 
world of souls, finds an answering one in 
few hearts. Habit, instinct, mere inclina* 
tion to like something, creates half the 
passions which we see blazing and perishing 
like exhalations : they mount, indeed, ta 
the same region with the stars ; but these 
remain bright and fixed, while the former 
sink into dust, and go out in darkness. 
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CouiU Lauvenheilm's home parties; and 
careless of court censure, many of the^ 
younger Danish nobility deserted Zealand 
to re-enter the enchanted circle of Countess 
Anastasia» 

Excepting relations, all the other persona 
\vho had crowded the levees of Lauven* 
heilm, seemed to imagine him gone to 
another planet, many of them had really 
forgotten his elegant circle in the novelty of 
others : but the greiite^ number of these 
summer flies> convinced that his day of 
power would never return, shunned his 
correspondence lest it should darken their 
own favour. 

In this absence of merely amusing society, 
. Ellesif and Theodore found true hapjiiness 
in each other. 

During the long evenmgs Theodore 
often read .aloud, while the ladies worked, 
and the Count occupied himself with de- 
signing sketches for his daughters to com- 
plete ; or perhaps sat» wrapt up in mathe^ 
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matii;^ cakulatlon, at a remote ps 
large ball. 

Sometimes whole evenings were ; 
gay or improving conversation ; 
those times EUesif listened with I 

• 

to learn what Theodore taught ; I 
delight with which she hung on th< i 
of his discour<se weakened her att< i 
its subject;; and she felt the 
of the opinion which maintains 
learn quickest, when our instruGt< 
person we love. 

Her astronomical studies wei 
eagerly pursued thaa ever, but wi 
less profit : as the family party • 
together on a leaded platform at tl 
one wing of the house, and as 1 
unravelled the seeming labyrintli 
stars, EllesiP^ admiratfon of th< 
eloquence that explained these ^ 
too often took place of adoratipr 
awful hand that framed them. 

Alas, unhappy Eilesif, soon arl 
pay the penalty of thy sin ! — i 
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grows idolatrous, and thou mirst be 
punished for it, by the object of thy trans- 
gression ! 

In this dear and familiar intercourst 
"f heodore preserved his resolution of leaving 
his tale of love untold, till either the volun- 
tary act of his grandfather, or the legal 
decision of Spanish courts should place him 
in the rank to which he was born. 

But what his lips refrained from declar* 
ing, his looks atid involuntary actiqps said 
with double tenderness ; and EliesiPs never^- 
silent countenance told him, in defiance of 
all her efforts to the contrary, that she ob- 
served aitd sanctioned his sentiments. 

Convinced of each other's attachment^ 
they needed no formal explanation j Theo* 
dore might ^ave said with Habington, 

 > 

<< We saw and wooed each other's eyes ; 
** Her soul contracted them with miae^ 
" And both burned in one sacrifice*'* 

y 

\ 

\ 

The ingenious trifle he had begun at her 
request, and so long laid aside, was renewed 
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and finished ; the Laplander, wit 
dear, formed the dearest ornamc i 
lesiPs' cabinet ; and the presen 
sportively given him in return, tc i 
study *table, was the sole witness i 
dore's solitary transports. 

This present was a little bask : 
ficial flowers. Ellesif excelled i: 
gant art of making them ; and t i 
marked the favourite flowers of ' 
she had imitated them only, and j 
flower its natural scent by perfum : 
its own essence. 

On her presenting him with tl 
Theodore was hurried into the : 
sonal compliment he had ever ad< 
Ellesif. ^* How beautiful these vio 
he exclaimed, looking with admir; 
cluster that were, indeed, of the 
dye. *^ They are exactly the colo 
sudden copfusion, and hastily v 
glance, added as distinctly as his \ 
have said, " of your eyes.'* 
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Ellesif blushed deeper than her own roses; 
and the eyes he praised, though now down- 
cast, looked lovelier than ever. At that 
moment Theodore thought her beauty ^as 
perfect as her character. Certain it is, that 
affection, like the sun, brightens the object 
Upon which it shines ; and that Ellesif never 
looked so charming as when animated by 
the consciousness of Theodore's admh^- 
tion. 

This dream of bliss was troubled for 
a while by the indisposition of the , Count : 
he had a feverish complaint, which at first 
alarmed his family ; but he soon lost every. 
dangerous symptom, and the disorder 
seemed to have visited him only to shew 
Ellesif in a more endearing light. 

Her tender assiduities in his sick room 

were unwearied, yet performed so easily 

.and cheerfully, that the invalid was never 

pained by the recollection that ^e absorbed 

her whole time. 

When Theodore saw her preparing with 
hcfr own delicate hands the various little re- 
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storatives required in a sick chamber, and 
remarked that her father was thus beguiled 
into taking what he would have refused 
from servants, he learned to respect even 
that humble science which he bad despised 
when studied by the Prince of——. 

Thus EUesif vanquished his prejudices 
by actions rather than words ; convincing 
him that there is no art, however insigni- 
ficant in Itself, that may not, by its parti- 
cular application, rise to importance, and 
repay the trouble of-acquirement. 

The Count recovered his health, but not 
the serene equality of his spirits. Ellesif 
began to remark his frequent fits of abstrac- 
tion, and .was scarcely satisfied by his as- 
sirrance, that he had more to think of in a 
situation wh^e he was responsible for so 
many minor things, than when he had but 
one line of business to pursue in Denmark. 
She could not help, fearing that he felt his 
fall with keener srensibility than she thought 
it deserved ; and a circumstance which oc- 
curred not long after confirmed her in the 
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Opinion. A badge and ribbon of the order 
of the Elephant were returned to the King, 
by the death of a knight : Count Lauven- 
heilm was already decorated with the order 
of Dannebrog ; but he had a right to ex- 
pect this superior decoration both from his 
services and rank, and by virtue of a dis- 
tinct promise from the King, 

The honour was, however, given to an- 
other: no apology or explanation was 
attempted; and the Count's dignified ex- 
postulation at leogth received an evasive 
answer. 

Wounded in th6 nicest point by this 
public affront, he wrote in respectful, yet 
indignant, terms to his sovereign, request- 
ing leave to resign his employment. 

Frederic hesitated to accept his resigna- 
tion : he began to fear that he had shewn 
too marked a displeasure against a man, 
whose popularity and possessions might 
make a formidable enemy, were he to leave 
Norway and seek to traverse the measures 
of the new government. ' 

7 
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Released from public duties, the Count 
would naturally retire to his own estates, , 
and their situation would expose him td 
temptation. The possessions of Lauven- 
heilm, as well as those of his eldest daugh- 
ter, lay contiguous to Holstein ; they com- 
prised nearly the whole of the duchy of 
Sleswiqk ; and with the power of a lord 
over his vassals, were he to enter into the 
. intrigues of the Swedish regency, he might 
lop off that wealthy district from Den- 
mark. 

The late disasters of the Danish arms, 
and consequent success of the Swedes, to- 
gether with the long delay of some troops 
promised by the Czar, rendered the pre- 
sent a very critical period. It was better, 
therefore, to amuse the Count with pro* 
mises for the future, and apologies for the 
past, and so detain bim where he was. 

Count Lauvenheilna was too experienced 
in political subterfuges to be deceived by 
these: but without the appearance of in- 
gratitude and insolence, he cOuld not per- 
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sist in tending his resignation. His sove- 
reign had condescended to excuse his breach 
of promise, by lamenting the necessity he 
was under of obliging the Czar Peter in the 
person of his minister. 

This provoking mask of graciousness com- 
pelled Count Lauvenheilm to pause; but 
a secret communication from the adminis- 
trator of Holstein, recapitulating all his 
causes of resentment, and suggesting a dan- 
gerous revenge, after costing him many a 
struggle, finished by deciding him to retain 
the government. 

From this moment Theodore saw no 
more abstraction, no more melancholy in 
his patron : a feverishness of soul appeared 
in all his acdons. More assiduous than 
ever in business, he attended to its smallest 
details with solicitous exactness ; saw, and 
heard, and investigated every thing himself; 
gave up nothing to inferior agents ; and 
less surrounded by ceremonies than ever, 
made himself, nevertheless, tpore known 
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and more adored than in his days • 
ficent display. 

Theodore was convmced tha 
activity the Count wished to leav 
no time to think of the wounds hi 
sensibility had received ; and that 
to efface these painful feelings, by 
consciousness of diffusing as mu 
ness as the vexatious counter-pli 
iiigher power would allow, 
* How little did he suspect the fat 
How would he have shuddered, 
have known that this restless ac 
produced by a dread of. self-es:ai 
that it was at once the fruit and t 
of crim^; that Count Lauveph 
now pledged to the enemies of hi 
and that he was to wait the favou 



ment of Swedish success in one qi 
throw off" the mask of obedience, 
the fortresses of Norway in foreigr 
A principality for himself, anc 
* mediate union of Anastasia with 
nistrator, were t9 be the reward o: 

VOL. II. N 
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son. At present even the impatient lover 
was x'estrained from urging the completion 
of his happiness, by the certainty of its 
frustrating the most important part of their 
intrigue; and the dangerous malady of his 
young nephew, by holding out the prospect 
of the administrator's immediate succession 
to the duchy of Holstem, made him desirous 
of avoiding any private dispute with Den« 
mark, till the preponderance of Swedish 
power should establish him firmly m the 
expected dignity. 

Meanwhile Anastasia was ignorant of all 
that could ajfiict a virtuous, or shock a deli- 
cate, mind: she was far from imagining 
herself an article of barter ; but assured of 
her lover's ardour, waited,* somewhat impa* 
tiently for the removal of certain political 
obstacles, and the consent of her sove- 
reign. 

. EUesif was the only one of the family 
trio that neither knew nor suspected any 
thing of the kind; and she was ignorant 
solely from the Count'iS principle of never 
making an useless confidence. 



THE RBCLUSE OF NORWAY* tl6j 

The completion of Anastasia's marriage 
depended on the secrecy wrth which the ne* 
gociations were carried on ; and if EllesiPs 
tongue were discreet, her cheek and her 
«yes were notoriously otherwise, A direct 
challenge, nay even a surmise, made by a 
third person, would have befen sure to bring 
the ^ecr^t to her face. It was not want of 
love tlierefore, but prudence, that caused 
*he reserve of her father. 

At the end of May, a letter from Prin* 
eess Ursinito her young kinswoman t:ame 
through France, and threw a shade over 
Theodore's prospects. Eileof reluctantly 
shewed it to liiro* 

Although it was written before the ar« 
rival of those documents which might be 
^id to ascertain the orphan's crlaims and 
identity, its purport certainly proved that 
the Cond^ Roncevsdles was far from willing 
to believe the tale he was told. 

J^e had testified the most complete incre* 
dulity, treated the affisiir as a specious im* 
i{K)sture9 and refused discussing the . subject 
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again, unless the young man should appear 
himself, and bring wirh him' positive proof 
of his authenticity. 

Madame Ursini added, that it was im- 
possible for her to urge the matter further 
in the present doubtful situation of her royal 
master } as it became all who wished him 
well, rather to conciliate than to brave the 
leading grandees. In addition to this, the 
ascendancy of a party hostile to herself had 
induced her to form the resolution of with- 
drawing from Spain ; from which circum- 
stance she could no longer be of Service' to 
Count Lauvenheilm's young friend. 

Some' obliging details with which this 
accomplished woman concluded her letter, 
supplied the defects of De Roye's com- 
munication. From these Theodore learnt 
that his grandfether, though at the advanced 
iage of seventy, was one of Philip's most 
active partizans ; that he injured his fortune 
by his loyal contributions to the necessities 
of the state ; and that Don Jasper, though 
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a young nutn of impetuous and He 
passion, wa^his avowed idoL 

Don Balthazar's wife, it seemed, 
related to the noble family of Mo 
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ahe'wifl haire no jarring interest to make 
her unwilling to acknowledge ine«^' 

He paused on the dear imago his ima- 
gination began to draw, and ahready gave 
it the features of his interesting mother*. 
To be a widow at so early an age incrtesed. 
the desolateness of his sister's situation* 
Sorrow endeared her ;. and he who under 
his present circumstances would have hesi- 
tated seeking her ia wealth and graodeur^. 
now longed to hasten into her solitude, and. 
to cb^er her with a brother's sympathy* 

Ellesif thought of Donna Elvira wttli 
equal tenderness ; for she loved any one 
connected with Theodore; and she de- 
lighted in giving to the person and cha* 
racter of his sister, as much of his, as would 
be graceful in those of a woman. 

After the first severe pang of disappoint- • 
ment, Theodore's crushed hopes began to 
revive. It is true, they sprung not up 
with the elasticity of the palm-tree, yet they 
did rise, and the judgment of others coa« 
firmed bis own. 
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It was probable that the Cond^ 
valles did ia redity believe tlus : 
and ' that were be to recave the 
testimonials of what was then col 
asserted>aQd to see Theodore, his iiu 
would vanish. 

Don Balthazar's picture was ic 
l&e his SOD, that Ellesif could never 

tTt« torn imaiHW • ^nA nihonmr^r ch. 
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rights, when eqctorted^ appeared to hicn lik^ 
robbery ^ but his reason assisted the*argu- . 
ments of his patron, who expkuned the 
sacredness of every man's obligation to 
inaintaia or regain what is Jegally bis own, : 
for the sake of his possible posterity. 

Still, however, the period was npt yet 
ripe for Theodore to appear oa the con- 
tested ground. Never had tHe affairs of 
King Philip -been so entirely at the mercy 
of a single thro^. 

When Princess Ursim wrote, die appa;- . 
rent or real lukevionnness. of Louis XIV. 
threw his grandson entirely into the arms^ 
of his people; and they were so torn Ji^ 
factions, that little of vigow or concert was 
to be expected from their efforts^ Since 
that period the accounts transmitted from 
the British tfoops in Catalonia had reached 
the north of Europe, and raised sanguine 
hopes of the Austrian party's final success. 

In the midst of struggling parties .at 
court, and contending armies in the field, it 
was not probable that either of the nomina^U 
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ness of the restrictions he had imposed upon 
his conduct. 

A succeeding letter from , Gaston de 
Roye, lamenting his incapacity of serving 
Theodore further, until the Archduke 
should have entered Madrid, gaVe effect to 
the advice of Princess Ursini. 

The Chevalier coloured the distresses of 
Philip with too strong a pencil, and perhaps 
as extravagantly heightened the tone of hii 
oM^n party^is success. Still it was evident^ 
that the tide was flo^ng powerfully in fa* 
vour of the latter. 

Nothing could be more ainusing than the 
caricature portraits of every thing and every 
body around him, which the felicitous Dec 
Roye drew in this descriptive letter. They 
revived the reeoHection of many past 
hours which his lively himiour had em- 
l>ellished. Anastasia wished for him again^ 
that she might be made to laugh, and ^o* 
hear herself scolded ; EUesif, that she might 
iftien hear him praise Theodore ; and Theo- 
dorex that he might shew him more dis^^ 



,y 
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tinctly than he had yet done, the war A. 
regard his disinterested- kindiless had won. 

Madame Sauveur now found every lady 
si triste^ when she was not in company with: 
her lover, that she also joined in regretting 
the Chevalkr, whose unfailing spirits had 
given an impulse to the saddest or dullest 
evenings. 

She was, however, a little imreasonable* 
in her complaints. Used to the flatteries, 
of a young officer, who lavished them with; 
no sparing hand, she now invariably founds 
every man triste^ that seemed occupied with: 
another woman ; and every woman tristCf^ 
that was making herself charming ! 

The time was fast* approaching in which? 
Madame Sauveur would become the centre- 
of a circle. She was going to marry Baron^ 
HoflfendaL 

This young man was one of the nume- 
rous^ sons of a very poor nobleman, and had; 
literally to cut his way through life with> 
his sword. Madame Sauveur had flirted 
herself into. a passion, for him j and. beingj 
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really pretty, though fifteen years his smior, 
had jast made him like her ^sufficiently to ; 
he content with owing his fortune to her 
interest. 

Her remote relationship to EUesif 's mo- 
ther, and the straitened circuiystances in 
which she had been left at the death of a 
worthless husband, had first induced Count ^ 
l^auvenheiim to offer her the protection of 
his house ; and after the loss of his Coun- 
tess,, to retain Jier there ias a chaprone for 
his daughters. 

Since. then, her friends had obtained a 
handsome pension for her frpm France j 
and this pension, joined to the supp«>sed 
power and will of Count Lauvenheilm to 
advance the interests of any man she mar- 
ried, had determined young Hoffendal's 
inclination. Another reason insinuated itself 
with these prudential ones^ namely, the 
gratification of superseding such an admired 
person as Senor puevara. 

As Baron HofFendal professed a . ro-- 
mantic passion for 'Madame la Marquise,^ 
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there was no talking to him about the pro- 
bable failure of the expectations he might 
indulge from Count Lauvenheilm's interest : 
so he was suffered to sigh^ and vow, and 
propose, and be accepted. 

In the compositive retirement of Chris- 
tiana, the Count thought his daughters might 
be left without impropriety to their own 
discretion for at least a few months : he 
spoke of their going to pass the next' winter 
in Copenhagen with Countess Gulderlieu ; 
and if neither of them married before their 
return, he wduld depute the Countess to 
furnish them with some well-connected 
woman to supply Madame Sauveur's place. 

At the last suggestion, which was said in 
Theodore's prds^ice, the blood rushed so 
violently to his face, . that he was obliged to 
avert bis head to escape observation ; akid 
Elle^f was seized with such a trembling, 
that her work fell from her hahd. 

. The supf>osition of her marcying in Co- 
penhagen, marrying there another, was 
a death-pang to Theodore's fond hope diat 
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Count Lauvenheilm saw^ and did not disap^ 
prove of his attachment ;. and Ellesif sickened 
to think, that a time might come when she- 
might be pressed to giveJier hand to another.. 
Hitherto Count Lauvenheilm had left his^ 
daughters free to refuse any proposal, bow- 
ever dazzling ; for in truth none could 
exceed his proud expectations, few e^ial it*. 
Yet this indulgence might not last : as his 
0wn views narrowed, he would most likely 
sedk to circumscribe theirs ; and * if Theo-^ 
dore should go to Spain without explicitly 
declaring himself, what could Ellesif have 
to urge against the lover her father might 



But EUesif was of a nature which, almost 
believed sorrow impossible, while she* was 
enjoying fervent felicity* . She was miserable 
just as long as Theodore was taken fromc 
her by his momiag avocations ;. when they 
met again in the evening, and had shared- 
" tojg^ther their usual dome^ic pleasures, her 
heart throbbed with the joy of believing, 
hex^lf bebvad*. 
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It was only to Elleaf, in the 
a-Wetj that Theodore venturi 
often- and unreservedly on th 
his views in Spain. She lamentt 
with him ; she deepened his tf 
his sister ; and she had the d 
marking, that, with the antici 
his future years, her image  
rated. 

The world was now a work 
EUesif ; but Theodore's senses 
toxicated with the same swt 
deeply sensible of the thorns sh 
He looked beyond the present ; 
from the prospect of long-conte: 
eventually baffled rights. 

Time passed : the month o 
rived : nothing of- moment wa) 
Spain, except that Princess Urs 
tion had been- refused with tean 
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leaving' the rival princes more ground>to 
traverse. 

Theodore began to think that unle$$ he 
adventured his. claims in the midst of a po- 
litical hurricane, he might wait till youth 
were gone, before the anticipated calm 
should arrive* Count Lauvenheilm came 
into bis opinion ; and unwilling as he was 
to lose his society and assistance, he pro- 
posed fu{'nishing him with letters to Princess 
Ursini^ and expediting him to Madrid, a& 

« 

soon ^3 the event of the present campaign 
should be known*. 

That of course would be the end of the 
year ;. but so critical was the period, that it. 
was likely another month or two would de- 
cide, whether Philip, were; to be found at 
the head of affairs,, or Theqdoi^e be obliged 
to seek for justice from the Archduke 
Charles, 

Theodore now looked forward to the 
conclusion of this happy year for a separation 
from Ellesif : a temporary one he hoped ;- 
for he meant to confess his attachment to 
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her father, ere he should bid th 
and learn from him whether, i 
of the establishment of his clair 
pretend to the hand of his dau^ 
resolution was worthy of his ch 
it v(as destined never to take effi 

For some weeks Count Lauvc 
more frequently than before, co 
to . Theodore the numberless ^ 
which he was harassed from i 
Copenhagen. Such as were 
mortify him in his own person, 
to treat with philosophic indiffer< 
only seemed to give pain, whic 
his benevolent views for the p< 
government. 

While making these confidenc 
dore,h^ glided, as ifbyaccida 
tails of the ruinously-ambitious j 
sovereign, whose secret object 
been to make himself master c 
dinayia. 

Theodore had a just abhorre: 
querors. He might have envic 
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that fell, however obscurely, in defence of 
his country j but he would have rejected 
with horror the golden laurels of a success- 
ful invader. In his estimation, the single 
act of Leonidas darkened all the glories of 
all the Caesars. ' 

Count I^auvenheilm well knew his sen-» 
timents upon this subject, aiid had calcu« 
lated upon the effect his own would pro* 
duce. Theodore was pleased to discover, 
,that his patron was not only averse to the 
usurping projects of his King, but that his 
eyes were now opened to the rights of the 
young Duke of Holstein* , 

Having thus fathomed Theodore upon 
these points, the Count's next step was con- 
fiding in him the.matrimonial treaty between 
the administrator of Holstein and his beau- 
tiful daughter. Theodore heard it with 
genuine pleasure, for he thought Anastasia 
exactly fitted to preside over a court ; and 
in the character of Colonel Muller he had 
been much pleased with the Prince Bishop. 
Nothing in this communication gave alarm. 
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mudc which he Irked best^ As he reached 
her the different musictbooks to look at, 
Madame's voice performing m alt, thocigfa 
m plain speech, was distmctly heard from 
the far end of the room^ 

*' Spapgled tiffany, gold transparent, 
souffle gauze, Lyons silk, English pins, 
agraffes of coloured stones ;" in short, all 
the rarities of apparel in those days were 
sounds that continually recurred* ^ 

Theodore looked often at EUesif with ai 
smile that said be was as much amused as 
surprised at this folly in a womafi on the^ 
eve of a solemn engagien^ni.. EUesiPs smile^ 
had more of compassion in iu 

" And this poor woman fancies she is ia 
love,'* she whispered • 

" She is thinking how to look best for. 
the sake of Baron Hoffendal,'* replied 
Theodore, smiling still more. 

" Well, it shall be so, drice you think 
so,'* returned Ellesif gaily j then casting 
up her lovely eyes with an expression of ^ 
soAsibility, added^ ^^ I cannot understand 
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how any woman can think of < 
a time. If she loves the persor 
to marry, she must be too h 
does not, too tniseraWe.^' H 
voice changed from the anin 
pathetic, and she sighed, uncc 
she concluded. 

" May you never know the 
upon such an occasion !*' excl 
dore, with a look of pierdng 
EUeaf understood bis emotion. 
to command, her own before s 

" I never wilH*' she said ; 
my word that neither force nc 
, shall ever make me marry a pe; 
prefer to all the world." 

The deepest blush followec 
Theodore could not speak ; his 
was locked up^ in the sweet 
might consider ihis as a prom 
only to him ; and bending his 
hand, as it rested upon the ! 
preparing to tune, he printed < 
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kiss his lips bad ever ventured to snatch 
from it. 

How she received the bold action, or 
what were the words she faltered out, he 
knew not, for a servanf entered at the very 
moment whh a message from .Count Lau« 
venheilm, requesting his attendance in the 
library. 

EUesif was gone> with the swiftness of a 
shooting star, to that part of the room where 
Anastasia and Madame Sauveur were seated ; 
and having no longer the opportunity of 
apologizing iFor his freedom, Theodore re- 
tired with the servant. ^ 

He £3und the Count alone, walking to 
and fro, in great agitation After Theor 
dore entered. Count Lauvenheilm stood for 
some time, evidently waiting till the steps 
of the servant going back along^ the gallery 
should no more be heard ^ then hastily lock** 
ing the door, advanced towards his surprized 
friend. 

« I have sent for you, Guevara," he 
said^ " to tell you I am going a little jour- 

8 
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** Great God!" exclailhed Theodore, 
shuddering. *** But, my Lord, my testi- 
mony — surely that of one who has spent 
twelve months with you ; who has been 
 the witness of all your actions, the deposi- 
, tary of all your sentiments — surely my 
testimony will outweigh the oaths of a 
hundred villains.** - - 

The Coimt approached him, and locked 
one^of his hands iii both his. *' Guevara," 
he said, ** you can do much-— do all.*' 
He stopped, and stood with his eyes fixed, 
on him, in agitating silence. 

Theodore's face glowed like his heart : 
** .Can J, my Lord ! Then command my 
life.** 

** Ah, Guevara ! -r- if I may not com- 
mand your prejudices also, it is in vain.*' 

*' I trust I have no prejudi<!e8', my Lord : 
in short, no selfish feelings that you may 
not over-rule,** replied Theodore ardently. 
*« If I can serve you by any m'cans ; if I 
can shew you by actions all that affection 
and gratitude which respect has hitherto 
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terests, it would be m his power to ^tb- 
hold these ps^ers from their proper, desti- 
nation tin copi^ could have reached the 
Count and the administrator : their arrival 
in Norway was to be the signal for the Count 
to deliver np the frontier fortresses tot the 
Swedes, and of proclaiming this deed an act 
of self-defence. 

He fiatt^ed himself that ^y the disinte- 
restedness of his conduct, and the excellence 
of his administration while in Norway, he 
had sufficiently attached .the people to his 
person, to reckon upon their co-operating 
eveti with the hated Swedes to 6ave him 
irom destruction; at any rate, Norway 
would become the prize of Sweden, the 
.Danish anns would be diverted from Hot- 
^tein, and the principality he aimed at be 
within his grasp. 

What was the state of Theodore during 
this bold confidence i — Amazement, hor- 
ror, agony 1 

Not all the impetuosity of the eloquent 
ipe^^er could hurry Theodore out of his 
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reason : this treason was resortt 
told, to save the Count from 
quences of an arrest for high t 
if he were innocent till now, v 
perale guilt ? Would he not ra 
public trial? What did all thi; 
Either the fearfullest ambition, 
liest revenge* 

Theodore sat so long in stup' 
that the Count had to rouse 
cibly shaking his arm. 

•* What am I to under8tan( 
lence, mV ?'* he asked sternly. 

** That my heart's blood is 
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that so lately swore to follow me over the 
•wdrld in weal or woe ; you will not risk 
one venial act to save the man whose — — *' 
On the point of naming his own good deeds. 
Count Lauvenheilm proudly stopped. 

** Go on, my lord, for mercy's sake]** 
cried Theodore, still at his feet : '* go oi| j 
reproach me with your benefits, apd even 
-then 1 shall tkoi cease to feel the agony of 
gratitude, hopeless gratitude, which at this 
moment weighs down my sojjl. * What is 
•^ere that I would not do for you, but load 
my conscience with guijt ?*' 

At the aw&il tone of bis voice, Theodore 
^aw the paleness of death seiz^ the Count's 
rcheek, and heard htm shudder : that sign 
of virtuous ^sensibility encouraged him to 
pour forth an animated remonstrance against 
^ the mocal ruin to which his patrcm was 
hurrying. ' 

He arose from the ground, and approach- 
ing him with as much respect as tenderness, 
added intreaties to arguments to kafiuencfe 
him to abandon these pernicious projects. 
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The Count heard him in silet 
working of his countenance had 
but no repentance. 

Theodore's unexpected resisi 
flaming him to madness : in L: 
ragCf it was not the tempef 
that was roused. He rose froi 
Theodore ended his serious ; 
appeal. His very figure seem 
as he did so : the look, the voii 
man was changed. 

A mask appeared to fall su 
his face : how fearful was the 
covered ! the war of shame, wra 
ful conscience, and determined 

*' I have gone too far to 
said, in a hollow voice : ** Tl; 
must be won — my reputatioi 
power — you can blast me wii 
While you live." — He paused, 
wandering eyes rested on a p: 
lying on the table, probably lof 
tection during ^is journey. 

Hell was in the momentai 
o 3 
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Theodore*s blood hoze^ but he moved not j 
his coimtenance only changed its expressbn 
€»f horror into that of pity, ' 

TTie tender expression recalled the dis* 
ordered senses of the Count : he took some 
hasty steps across the room to remove him« 
self from the weapon. 

•• Have I no bribe, Guevara/* he said, 
in a subdued tone, *^ that may tempt you 
to serve a benefactor/* 

^* None that can tempt me to destroy bis 

soul/' 

One haughty flash fired Count Lauven- 
heilm's features for a moment, but it was 
quenched immediately. 
. " What, Guevara, none ! recollect your- 
self/* He paused, and fixed his eyes al* 
most kindly on him. 

Theodore's sudden paleness at that ques- 

"rion was a happy omen : the Count resumed 

all that persuasive sweetness of voice and 

xx)untenance which had so often expanded 

the affectionate heart of his protege. 

' " 1 have long read your heart, Guevara," 
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he said r ^* read it yourself, 
offy and began again. ^ Naw, 
1 have not that to bestow w 
crown your fondest desires V* 

The blood, that ilot a momen 
been centered in the heart of 
now rushed in torrents of fire t 
veins ; then, wiih a convulsive s 
turned there again ta freeze. 

A low agonized sound, like 
distress in a dream, was all he 
^ closing his eyes, he leaned his 1 i 
the wall. 

The action, the sound, and i 
paleness, suggested the horrid i ; 
den death : and Count Lauvenh 
that delirious state of passion, wt 
starts at her own phantoms. I 
where he stood, faintly articulati 
vara, have I destroyed you ?** 

Theodore slowly raised his i 
without looking towards the i 
replied, " Almost, my lord ! bu( 
the struggle is over ; that vast 

o 4 
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We must part — I feel now that we inust 
p;irt for ever !*' 

And is it you that first talk of parting for 
ever ?** asked Lauvenheilur : ** you that I 
oiice weakly trusted to for never-fchangilig 
aflFection ! — ^^ do / tell you that we must part 
for ever ?" 

** You know I would never quit you, 
my lord : you know that all my heart holds 
precious is with y9u j yet, hdw to live on 
t^gfether after this !'* 

" Only one way ,*V, replied Lauvenheilm 
imperiously, stung by the consciousness of 
being contemfted — '- ** as the friend that will 
wed my wrongs, adopt my feelings, struggle 
for me, serve me, risk destruction for me/* 
-^" But not dishonour," interrupted Theo- 
dore. " Count, you cannot shake me: 
thank God, you cannot ! Even that bright 
temptation cannot win me to an act that 
would iiiake me unworthy of her. Do not 
look at me thus, my lord, as if your eyes 
expect to find something in my face less 
firm than my woi^s : I tell you, it is my 
very soul you hear. Now," ere we part. 
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tell me, am I to Lose the fries 
most worshipped ?'* 

" Yes, for life; for this I: 
that which is to come!" thi 
Count, his very reason lost ii 
comending passions. Theodore 
-he saw the whirlwind was let loi 
its fury could no longer be restt 

" Go, sir," continued theC( 
inflamed countenance, ** go ai 
me as a traitor ; go and glut yi 
ful heart with the blood of you 
— of EUesiPs father!" 

At the name of Ellesif a flooi 
light softene(| the virtuous ini 
Theodore. He moved toward 
*' Time will answer for me," ' 
delate, but tremulous reply : 
ar !*' He stopped to look at 
his heart was rent with the coi 
it was a last look. By a suddei 
sprung forwards, caught I^a 
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Theodore reached his own apartment in- 
stinctively, like a man walking in his sleep : 
for neither did his senses take cognizance of 
any object, nor was his mind capable of a 
distinct intention : all was chaos in hhn ; a 
heap of confused, afflicting images. 

He tried to think, and at every effort the 
object he believed himself on the point of 
seizing escaped, and was again lost in the 
mental disorder. 

Nothing was clear, but the consciousness 
that Count Lauvenheilm was unworthy, and^ 
that Ellesif was separated from him for ever. ' 

Motionless as a statue, and with ^ gaze 
as sightless, he sat unconscious of the pass- 
ing hours. 

Repeated knockings at the door of his 
outer chamber at length roused him, and 
hastily trying to collect himself, he called 
to the person to enter. The call was ari- 
s\^/ered by the door being opened, and a 
letter thrown into him : the door was im- 
mediately closed again. 

On taking up the letter, and seeing the 
hand on the direction, he justly concluded 
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* 

please to , my servants to expedite your 
departure. 

'^ Perhaps aa hour's reflectiion may hare 
shewn yoii the romantic . ex^geration of 
your notions ; and taught you < ihat your 
highest praise would be afiectioo for the 
man that considered you ^d treated you 
lite a son*^ If so, it is not tpo late to 
repair your fault; my heart will again 
open to you ; and you know the reward 
you may claim. 

^^ I /shall appear, at the close o^ the 
evening, in my daughters' assembly, . and 
shall take a pressure iVjom your hand as the 
token of your regret for the past, and your 
wish of obliging me in future. If you< do 
not give me that sign^ I request you to 
qpare me the pain of returning a lettier from 
you unopened* I will not endure your 



censure/* 



This letter was without signature. The 
erring, but not wholly-corrupted writer, 
might more truly have said, <^ I can not 
tndure your censure : '* for in the midst 
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of all his wrath and self-exonei 
thoughts whispered that he sti 
respected Theodore too much i 
his eye, while conscious of I 
in his esteem. 

But this softening circumsta 
known to him that read the let 
cautious though angry stile, ^ 
proud coldness, stiing him to t 

^ Am I to be always the \ 
justice !" he exclaimed ; " accu 
ing affection because I will noi 
guilt with the friend I have 
knows how sincerely !* ' Agaii 
letter. ^^ * Return to my daught^ 
appear there as usual. ^ This 
blooded mandate of the man 
me of having feigned sensibility 
the task easy, — and I shudder 

In the midst of those thouj 
idea of being beloved by EUesii 
pain, and still offered bliss, 
bliss in the future. Yet his 1: 
only pierced by her father's 
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but %leeding with the anguish of being 
obliged to thmk of him with horror : for 
all those sentiments and actions which had 
formerly exalted this extraordinary man 
into a god, he was now forced to consider 
a& so many detestable artifices. 

Benefits had beea heaped on him then^ 
only to purchase, his partnership in the 
commission of a crime ; and the unsolicited 
preferment bestowed upon his friend, had 
been in reality only a specious net to ensnare 
that friend's integrity also* 

Perhaps iiiiere is no pang so acute as 
that which seizes us when we suspect that 
we have been as totally deceived in a per- 
son's worth as in his affection : in propor- 
tion as we have deified the object, our 
imagination aids reason in degrading him ; 
and erring first by believing the object per- 
fect, we err again in imagining it com- 
pletely vile. _ 

At first Theodore determined to leave 
the house without going through the pain^ 
of a second meeting with Count Lauvea^ 
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heilm ; but to quit the abode 
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convinced him that his temerity was remem- 
bered and forgiven. She turned away 
towards the instrument, but the hasty 
glance she cast on him had remarked the 
more than usual briilbncy of<his manly 
beauty. Alas! she suspected not the 
nature of those torturiiig feelings wliich 
fired his cheeky and eyes with &uch tran* 
scendant brightness ! . . 

/He advanced with a hurried step, but 
fancying that sonie of the. persons near her 
were observing him with curiosity, he 
turned aside, and stood leaning at a little 
distance, lipon Ellesif *s.harp. ^ 

. Never had he seen her so animated, s6 
graceful, so enchanting. Her lovely shape 
displayed by a succession of careless and 
graceful movements, passed and repassed 
before him : a stationary blush was on her 
cheek, — ^and it was the blush of happy con- 
sciousness? Alas! their usual sympathy was 
suspended in this instance, for while his 
heart was breaking, her's was buoyant 
with joy. 



THE RECLUSE OF NOKT 

A band of  flowers with whi 
hair was fastened, broke as she 
her fan, and her beautiful ha 
mixed with the' scattering roses ; 
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words of the Scottish ballad. It echoed 
sentiment of this stanzl : 

Thou inay*8t be loved by many^, 
. Yet not with love by any 

One half so true as mine ; 
Some in their hearts may bear thee^^ 
One in his breast may Wear thee, ' 

But ne'er with love Hke mine I 

As the last notes cjf the sweet singer died^ 
ontheear, Ellesif turned to tbok at Theo- 
dore. He was still leaning against the harp^; 
and his eyes, surcharged with tears, were . 
fixed with a sad and fond ga^e upon her. 

Wild throbs of delight and alarm quick-^ 
t^eA the motic«i of her blood ; instead of 
averting her face she looked wistfully at 
him again, and ^'he closed his eyes to shut 
his feelings from observation, she saw the 
tears force their way through his eye* 
lashes* 

What would she not have giv^i to have 
been ^ee to join him at that moment, and- 
have enquired (as their professed friendship^ 
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bashful f^ar;^and trying to advance towards 
them, when her father entered. 

His entr^ce intercepted her, and taking 
her arm through his, he went; up to the 
very table Theodore was looking over. 

The Count wore his usual air of graceful 
softness and composure; it made Theo- 
dore shudder. He said some elegant no- 
things in reply to the remarks of Anastasia's 
partner ; but, as he did sg, he fixed an 
earnest and searching look upon Theodore* 

Never till now had Theodore met those 
eyes without receiving from them a gracious 
smile ; they used to infiuence him like 
kindly stars; but now their fixti^re wd» 
liorrible : he knew what they , demanded, 
and he turned from them with a deep 
though stifled groan. 

Evidently intent upon aflfording him an. 
opportunity of giving the concerted signal^ 
the Count addressed something to him, and 
said it with his usual freedom* In convul- 
sive agitation Theodore answered some- 
thing ^— nothing — and unable to controul 



The recldse of Noawj) 

lis feelings further, abruptly 
party. 

Madame Sauveur's marriage 
celebrated in the principal chui 
-early hour the next day, after 
bridal party, in which the sbtei 
- eluded, were to go with her and 
a banquet at the house of her 
father. 

Long ere their return Theod 
be gone. He had then indeed s 
for the last time; unless fortu 
bless him with the means of I 
seeking her, and placing the dit 
hess of his conduct beyond sus 
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Count Lauvenheilm had acknowledged 
his observation of their afFecrion, and would 
have blessed it, had Theodore stooped to 
win her by dishonour: consequently there 
could be nothing clandestine in the confes* 
sion he was about to make. 

Something surely was due to the. feelings 
of Ellesif, for Theodore had not been long 
enough in the world to learn, that although 
a woman*6 heart may break, or be for ever 
made suspicious by the unexplained deser- 
tion of him whose silent attentions have 
won her, yet if he preserves himself from 
that world's blame, he is considered 
unspotted* 

Having tried to calm himself, Theodore 
wrote a letter to Ellesif. 

It contained a declaration of his senti- 
ments for her, a promise of constancy, 
and an humble request that she would allow 
him still to treasure the certainly of posses- 
sing her friendship till a happy moment 
might arrive, when he could sue for 
more. 6 
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He confessed that be had : 
father's regard ; but he ventur 
<iid not merit his displeasure, 
<lent that the Count could not i 
^esteem« He asked for no avo\ 
ment in return from EUesif ; 
'even ask for the common in 
friendship* If she would but : 
believe that time and absence c 
iiim of that precious sencimen 
cheerfully encount^ months^ j: 
xd separation* 

With the letter he enclosed 
hk mother's, that miniature g 
EUesif had greatly admired, 
timidity alone had always pr< 
from offi^ng to her. He oo^ 
to accept of thk in remembrai 
adding, that he would venture 
her detendon of it into the 
wished for ; but if she returned 
believe himself forbidden to 
Qemimeat for her beyond respec 
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^* That blow is liot to overwhelm me, 
thank heaven i*' he exclaipied, raising his 
heart with his eyes to the pitying power 
which had ordained him to win her affec- 
^^ tion ; in this wreck of every thing dear 
and precious, thy sweet love, my EUesif^ 
is spared to me/' 

Having read and sealed this packet, 
Theodore carefully put aside every present 
received from Count L^uvenheilm; and, 
throwing into a trunk only those few articles 
of study and clothing, whiqh his nicely* 
delicate spirit could pronounce his own, he 
placed on it a direction, with a written re* 
quest for Count Lauvenheilm's steward, to 
send it after him to AardaL 

Since his arrival at Christiana he had 
held a decided situation under the govern- 
ment of Ager-huus ; consequently received 
that income from the public which he 
shrunk from receiving from a friend. A 
sum of tolerable magnitude was now hap^ 
pily in his. hands ; he was therefore able tc 
provide for the exigencies of his joumey» 
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tendon of giving his letter for Ellesif into 
die charge of the first of her servants he 
might meet) when the sight of her boudoir 
door standing half open, made him sud- 
denly resolve to leave it there himself. 
There she would be sure to find it, and by 
this method he would be relieved from the 
embarrassment and mystery of trusting it 
to a servant. 

The windows of the boudoir were closed ; 
but tbrou^ an aperture of the shutters, 
the morning sun streamed brightly. Its 
beams cast a line of light along the floor, 
and across the table where Ellesif had, been 
reading the morning before. All the rest 
of the room was in deep shadow. Theo* 
dore laid down the letter; and, seeing a 
glove which Ellesif had worn, lying near a 
book, he covered it with kisses and tears. 
When Ellesif wore that glove again, had 
she known that Theodore's tears were on 
it, how fondly would she have priced) how 
sadly cherished it ! 

Again Theodore fastened his lips to it. 
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and Nghmg from the depths i 
retired from the chamber. 

In proud obedience to the C 
not informed any one but the 
he vas going a journey ; an 
when he left in his hands th 
wishetl to have distributed a 
servants. 

Several of the domestics pass 
with a cheerful carelessness 
have been iar from feeling, had 
he mas leaving the house for en 
porter let him out for his su[ 
with a good-natured remiodi 
femily were that morning J 
early. 

The next moment Theodore 
street : the gates of the gover 
were drawn to, and had shut h 
all that had hitherto promised 
.Bess, and indted him to excelle 

There was something frigh 
being penmued to go without < 
4rut the night be&re, he had fel 
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object of respect to all, and of tenderness 
to many of that house's inhabitants ; yet 
now, *^ not a voice bade God bless him," 
not an eye followed his steps with a tear : -^ 
eren^ she whose transporting looks had so 
often told him that he was her worM, lay 
in peaceful slumber, and perhaps dreamt 
Hot of him. 

A deathly chill shook all his limbs, and 
the momentary pang of indeed believing 
that he was cut off for ever from Ellesif 
and her father, (fallen though he was,} 
seemed to wither his heart. 

He lingered in front of the mansion. 
Half the inhabitants were still sleeping : 
Couiit Lauvenheilm's shutters were entirely 
closed. *• You sleep, cruel man !*' he 
cned, in bitterness of spirit, " while I 
wake and wander like a guilty thing ! Be 
it so ! I have deserved this trial, by prizing 
you too highly. I am punished for having 
loved you better than a better man !'* 

He thought of the venerable Dofrestom 
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as he spoke, and thougbt was 
seif-reproach. 

His eyes last turned to the 
Ellesif : her windows were i 
she was evidently not in he 
gazed madly on the windows, 
wildness settled into gloom ; 
ing, in the hollow tone of pro| 
'* r shaU tiffvpl" RP*» her no 
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Pmc *. For « novel tract*' read « novel track." , . 

i8. For »* grand yeux noir" read '< grands yeui noir. 
40' For *« his d*aborb" read « &on abord." 
^1' For « hand that is to do so" read '* wand, &c,*' 
is For « Madame Ponacha" read «* Madame Panache. 
Ic' For « enjoined EUerif " read « rejoined, &c" 
61 For" any thing she did" read « every thine, &c. 
64! For « faculties to serene restraint" read «* faculties to 

severe restraint" / .. . , 

78. For « consent to take the lead" read « consent to take 

the bent. . •!• t» 1 »♦ j 

85. For « Conde di Roucevalles, Marquis di Palman read 

« Cond6 Roncevalles, Marquis Palmar.* 
88. For « Princess de Ursini" read « Princesse dcs Ur- 



sms.* 



90, For " warm T am about any thing" read « warm I am 

about every thing." • 
110. For « Lutin" read « Eutin." . ^ , , , „ 

133. For" Hurlu-Bushehead* read " Huriu-Burla head. 

(See Sevignc*8 Letters.) ^ 

135. For "wasp in the shape" read « warp,&c 
145. For>« even in extremes" read " ever,'&c." 
Z49. For « his passion was quite unexpected ' read « his 

passion was quite unsuspected." 
163. For " but they were lifeless, like him who slept under 

their shade : in the eye of map *• they seemed to die ;" 

read « but they were lifeless: like him who slept 

under their shade; in the eye of nian, &c." 
179. For «* disparaged her dissention" read " disparaged her 

discretion." 
214. For « Alps that lowered" read « Alps that towered. 
247. For" Philip be unhinged" read « Philip be un-kinged." 
a70. For « she loved any one" read •• slje loved every 

one.** 
475. For « every lady si triste" read " every body, &c. 

276. For " chaprone*^ read *« chaperon." 

277. For « the compositive retirement*' read " comparative 

ftc.** 
309, For « could not bear to know her" read «* could not 
bear to leave her.** 



